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Victorian Trading Cards and the Pet Trade,
an Initial Overview

By Lee Finley

Printed advertising of businesses has over its long history taken on many forms and it is a continual-
ly evolving process. Some forms of this have been long lasting (e.g., in magazines), but others, for a
variety of reasons, have had a shorter life span.

First, a couple of quick definitions in relation to the cards are in order. The first of these is “Victorian”:
this relates to the reign of Queen Victoria in the U.K. The so-called era began with her ascension

to the Throne in 1837 and ended with her death in 1901. The second definition regards to the word
“Trade.” This is not in the sense of swapping but refers to trade in the business sense of the word.
Victorian trade cards were basically an advertising platform from a particular period, or era. In this brief
piece | shall deal with businesses in the U.S., but these can still maintain use of the word Victorian in
that it was in many ways a worldwide phenomenon and the terminology is generally accepted as a
definable period of time.

EDWARD REICHE.
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Bing Rochester - Front Reiche - Front

The use of the advertising card date back to at least the early part of the 1700’s and these were gener-
ally in black and white format. As time moved on, at much later dates’ colors were sometimes add-
ed. In the U.S. the main introduction of the trade card started in 1876 at the Centennial Exposition in
Philadelphia Pennsylvania. A great number of the cards handed out there were of the black and white
variety (see the 1876 dated card for The Mott Iron Works herein) but it was noticed that color cards
(known as chromolithographs but commonly called just chromos) had a very high degree of populari-
ty. Their beautiful appearances coupled with advances in color printing which made them available to
businesses at very reasonable prices moved them quickly to a primary format for advertising in busi-
ness of all types. Russ Mascieri (in Cheadle and Mascieri, 1996), a historian of these little beauties, has
noted that one printer of the cards could provide 10,000 of them imprinted with a dealer’s name and
address for the sum of $20.00. These cards, again according to the same source, quickly “...ruled the
day...” in advertising from around 1876 to 1900. Literally tens of millions of these cards with an unbe-
lievable variety of illustrations were produced for any business that you can think of. Most were stock
images that could be counter printed with the merchant’s information (on the front or on the usually



plain back), but specific to a business images were also available for ordering. Such cards were
passed out by merchants at their places of business, while others were passed out free on the streets
by hired men or young boys. Besides helping merchants with business these beautiful cards also
helped to create another trend - the scrapbooking craze. Color illustrations were not widespread
among the American public and the available amount of these cards were widely collected in scrap-
books. These are now treasured items of strong historical value to those interested in the history of
business of the time. Many were also collected based on themes. | personally collect such cards
based on images (and information) of goldfish and aquaria. And, of course, within this limited area
cards dealing with pet dealers handling such products find a nice home in my collection. Many deal-
ers would use stock images which fit nicely with their product and adapted them to their use. Others
could, and did, fall back on popular images (sweet children, pastoral scenes, flowers, etc.) to convey
their business information.

W. F. BRUMMER.

37 Uneida Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Importer and Dealerin all kinds of Foreign
and Domestic Singing Birds, Monkeys, double
yvellowhead Mexican and other Parrots, ete.
Harz Mountain Canaries a specialty.

ALL KINDS OF WOODEN AND BRASS CAGES.
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W. F. BRUMMER, Prop. B e R :
CLEAN SWEEP COCKROACH PASTE.

A7 Omeida Street, Milwankee, Wis Huery Package warrnnted or MMoney pefinded.
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Cream City Bird Store - Front Cream City Bird Store - Back

Following the text is a sampling of pet shop trade cards. Space does not allow for any comprehensive

coverage of these but try to look at them as they would have been initially gazed upon as interesting

ads most often set in a beautiful setting. A great many such cards are difficult to date, and these re-

quire further investigation. Some cards such as those of Broom and Murphy do have a copyright date

of 1881 as a starting place. The Kaemper card, from 1891, is an easy one in that he regularly passed

out cards containing a calendar. And of course, there is the above-mentioned Mott card of 1876. The

Mott card is not from a pet dealer but from one of the two major makers of fancy aquaria (J. W. Fiske

is the other manufacturer, and | have yet to see a trade card from this firm...something to look forward

to). Only two types of aquaria are listed on the card among many other products, but this is an import-

ant little piece of the history that this card carries with it.
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Many of the cards come from among uncountable stock images. A good example of this is the card
for the Philadelphia Bird And Cage Company. What better picture for this company is a beautiful bird
among thistle buds? Obviously, a nice choice. But this is a stock image and | have a card with the
same image that seeks to get the customer interested in Dr. Morse’s Syrup of Yellow Dock Root. This
is one of those 19th Century “medicines” that might seem, from the ad, to cure most things that ill you.
(Note: WEBMD lists and discusses this substance!).

C. R. EIMIB AT,

Dealer in all kinds of

- = ==k L
S Seedss.
T Boear German Sommer Rape and Canary Secd, Hemp, Mo,
Foppy, Whole Bice, Sunflowers, &c. Ant Egus sl }[uud Wiorns
-PREPARED FOOD
For Macking Birds, Thrashes, Nightingales, Starlings, Sky
Inrks, Hobinsg, and all Soft Bill Birds
Bird Medicine, Bird Gravel, Bird Lime, Dusect Powiber T Birds,

Raney and @inging Birde.

German Canaries n Speciaity.  Goldinches, Linnets, Starlings,
Mocking Birds, Blackeaps, Nonpariels, Bulllinches, Java
spurrows, Japanese Robins, Cardinals, Afriean Finehes,
Bobalink=, American GoldfAinches, &

PARROTS AND OTHER FANCY BIRDS,
Rirds Siufled to Gpder. Rivids Taken in Roard

THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT OF

Brass, Japanned and Wooden Cages

in the Northwest, at the lowest prices,
Trap Cages. Squirrel Cages. All Fixtures for Cages.
Baths, Feed Cups, Perelics, Brackets, Cage Springs. Chain
antd Hook, Nests amd Nesting, Brass Wire Guard.
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And all kinds of fresh water Aquarla Fish,
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Metropolitan Bird Store,
NO, 8 THIRD 8T. &,

| Minneapolis, M.
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Metropolitan Bird Store - Front

Thomas Broom had cards showing birds that
fit nicely with his business goals, but another
card of his (not shown) was illustrated with a
pastoral scene of Pennsylvania Dutch Country AQUARIUMS AND FISH GLOBES,
which would have looked nice to Philadelphia \quarin. Gravel and Shells, Aquasis Plknts, Prepared Fish
city dwellers. Children were also a common Fofd, s e i e L
image on trade cards as seen on the Cream City

Bird Store. On this latter card the reverse side
does then list a wide variety of the store’s stock
and products. | will note here on this card | am
amused that the owner uses the term
“aquarias”, thus creating a double plural of sorts. For the amount of information provided, the card
from the Metropolitan Bird Store is surely a winner. In both livestock and support products this card
provides a very good view of the holdings of a pet store of the later part of the nineteenth century.

SOLE AGENTS FOR THE CELEBRATED

08B.AN CAGES, PARROT STANDS, ETC

Metropolitan Bird Store - Back
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ESTABLISHED 1828

J. L. MOTT IRON WORKS,

IRON FOUNDERS AND ART METAL WORKERS,
ST. GEORGE BUILDING,

Nos. 88 == 90 Beexman StrEET,
NEW YORK.

Mott Card - Front

Some cards of potential interest, especially to
aquarists, are the following: Those of [J.] Bagot
who was well appreciated among early aquar-
ists; Edward Reiche, of the Reiche family, who
along with Charles Reiche (and his brother)
was involved in the New York Aquarium which
opened in 1876 with W. C. Coup as the upfront
partner. The Reiche family were in the animal
import business prior to the aquarium opening,
during its operation and were back in it full time
when the aquarium unfortunately succumbed.
And finally, the card for Hugo Mulertt must be
considered a classic. Mulertt, has been called
by aquarium historian Al Klee, the “Father of the
Aquarium Hobby in America” and this is more
than enough to make his business card a prime
bit of aquarium history.
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Fountains, Vases, Satuary, Settees, Aqoarin, Aquarium Fountains,
Trrinking Fountaing, Candelabra, Lamp Fillars, Crestings, Hailings,
Gates, Summer Houses, fand Stands, Stable Fixtores, &c

Erkibit of above Goods af Location N 54 Muain Ruilidfng, Mafn
Arsfe ; Fountain fn Main Afsle, wear sawe focation; alio, Founlain
in front of Herticultura Hall, and Statwary i Hovtiewltural Hall,
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Sail, Dirain and Hot Water Pipes, Pipe Fittings, Kitchon Sinks, Bath
Tubs, Wash Tubs, Wash Stands, &c, pinin, Galvanined or cnamebed jalso,
Water Tanks and Urinals for Sereets and Public Parks

Exkitit af abroe Goods at Location A 14 Anmer-Main fuilding.

$inm;, i{mgt il @mh ]:Jr,alrtmml.

Cooking and Heating Stoves suitable for all parts of the warld ; Port-
able Ranges ; “ 5t George " Elevated Oven and * Defiance "' Lew Chven
Kiichen Ranges ; Fire Place Heaters, Hot Air Furmaces, Laundry Iron
Heaters, Furnaces and Caldrons, Steam or Donble Jacket Caldrons | also,
a Full Hae of Grates and Fenders new and original designs, in Nickel, Or-
molu and English Tile,

Erhibit of abvoe Goods at Location B8 Anwer-Main Bnilding,

8 Monc of the abave goods are manufactured specially for Exhibi-
ticn, but are shown as they wre sold.

EFSpecial attention given to packing and shipping goods for expor-
tatinn.

Ovn Rerresestamivie in attendnnce at our Exhibit Location N osq
Main Huilding, Main Aisle, by side of large Fonntain, will be pleased to
furnish prices, catalogues, or any Information relative to our goods.

We also condially invite those visiting the exhiliition 1o call and inspect
our manufactures at our Show Rooms, 88 and oo Beckman St New York,
should they visiv that city before returning home.

Mott Card - Front
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HUGO MULERTT,
AQRARIAT AND FLOKIAT
IMPORTER AND [EPORTER

B e TR et
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EVERYTHING for the AQUARIUM,
Mo, 173 NOSTRAND AVENUE.
RROOKLYN, N. T,
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Murphy Philadelphia No Counter
Stamp - Front

Murphy Philadelphia Counter

Mulertt - Front

Stamp - Front
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LEAVITT & CO.
FC \ [' [LL# BIRD ¢ STORE

16 Cornhill near Washingtun St.
BOSTON.
S' - EH'I'FBTEIH AFE l‘t'li.hl.,'EHECIK B d
inging anaries, anc;y' age irds,
Gold and Aquaria Fis%w.

and Sea Shells,
BIRD UAGES OF EVERY DESCEILTIO
ALSD, BIRD ANMD CAGE SUPE .4
& BIRDS AND ANIMALS PRESERVED TO
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ABIRD Al CAGE GO+

480 N. NiN7n StrREET, Prnirap:,

EALERE IN ALL KINDE OF
FHEDS, H) "S PIGEONS, RABEITS, GUINER P13
A50 PET AXIMALS, AL
~==—FINE BRED DOGS A SPECIALTY, =S8l iy
E Cages, Oubd Fish, Flih Glates, Seals, Flsk Food; Eiey K oo

Philadelphia Bird and Cage Company - Front

Cornhill Bird Store - Front
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