
The Illustrious Pemco Aquarium

In the beginning stages of my interest in 19th century public aquaria I found the following quote from 
James G. Bertram’s book “The Harvest Of The Sea” (London, Third Edition, 1873): “It may be interest-
ing, by the by, to note here that in America they have started traveling shows of living fish, which visit 
inland towns, and delight hundreds who never before saw a lobster or an aquatic sheep’s head.” While 
I initially thought this might make a nice little piece of “trivia” to file mentally away, on-going research 
has shown that this traveling aquarium concept deserves more attention. When I first wrote on this 
topic 20 years ago (Finley, 2002) little did I realize that the piece would lie untouched for so long. But 
the interest was always there and slowly materials on the topic accumulated. Thanks must go to the 
MOAPH for the encouragement to now provide an update on the topic.  Now, as it was 20 years ago, 
it is beyond this article to examine the whole history of such traveling aquaria, but I can provide addi-
tional information on what is, without question, the apex of such ventures – the aquarium of William 
Cameron Coup’s New United Monster Shows, which was a circus-based venture that was on the road 
from 1879 to 1882.
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