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TROPISCHE FISCHE -

An Unusual American Aguarium Magazine

Despite its foreign title, the mag-
azine illustrated on the right was
published at Jersey City, New Jersey
which many of us will recognize as
the home (until the early 1970's)

of Trovical Fish Hobbyist magazine.
Indeed, Tropische Fische was an
attempt by T.F.H. Publications, in
the early 1960's, to expand into
the German-language aquarium mag-
azine market. Trovische Fische

was a monthly, digest size magazine,
illustrated partly in color. Not
surprisingly it was much like its
Znglish-language counterpart,
Tropical Pish Hobtyist,except that
it was much slicmer and of course
printed in German.

In the early 1960's, the German
aquarium magazine market was almost
entirely dominated by the West
German publication, DATZ ( Die
Aquarien und Terrarien Zeitschrift).
DATZ wes a large format, well ill-
ustrated ( mdinly in black & white
at that time ) monthly magazine.
Its roots went back ( under a diff-
erent nzme) to the early vart of
thnis century. It had a large read-
ership and equally as important, a
healthy group of supvorting adver-
tisers. Both of these combined to
put DATZ on a sound financial foot-
ing.

The directors of Tropische Fische
undoubtedly realized from the ovegin-
ning that if their new oublication
was to succeed, they would not only
have to compets with DATZ for readers
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but they would also have to capture a
portion of DATZ's large advertising
revenue. 1% may come as a surprise

to many to learn that the selling
price of most of our commercial agquar-
ium magazines does not cover the cost
of producing them. Many good opublic-
ations in the past have gone under
because of the lack of sufficient
advertising revenue.

Tropische Fische started off quite
well, choosing as its editor, the
renowned German aquarist, Dr.E. Roloff.
Herbert Axlerod was publisher and the
magazine was printed at the T.F.H.
plant in New Jersey. North American
readers could obtain a subscription
from there. The magazine also had a
Buropean distribution office lacated
at Muenchen, West Germany, to which
European subscribers could write.

The European office also handled the
advertising and solicited articles
from German authors., Several T.F.H.
books were translated into German and
were also available from the Muenchen
office.

Trovische Fische was not merely a
carbon copy of Troglcal Fish Hobbyist
translated into another language. It
is true that about 2/3 of the articles
in Trovische Fische were translations
of articles taken from Tropical. Fish
Hobbyist, but the remaining 1/3 were
original compositions. Quite often,
even in those articles translated fram
Tropical Fish Hobbyist, different
illustrations were used than those in
the original articles. Its editorials
were written by its German editors

and for a time it also had a question
and answer vage as well as a beginners
vage for its German readers.

It soon became apparent, however,that
all was not to be smooth sailing for
the new publication. After only 3
issues its first editor, Dr. Rolof?f
was gone. The new editor, in the
person of Dr. Klausewitz, did a bit
better and lasted until the end of
the first year. 3Beginning its second
year, the new magazine again had a
world renowned aquarist as its editor,
in the person of Hans Frey. Unfort-
unately, he too was gone after only 5
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The competition, DATZ

oma congicwm, st cine d\nne und elune Art, die
abgeziichter wurde, Simtliche Fotos: Dr. H. R. Axelrod

AFRIKANISCHE
LABYRINTHFISCHE DER
GATTUNG CTENOPOMA

Von R. Socoloff, USA

Die Fische der Gattung Crenopoma und ihre asiatisch dten (die
Guranis, die Gattung Ansbar, Betta, Helostonta, Macropodus uiw.) gelioren
allesamt rur Familie Anabantidae, Sie sind Labyrinchfische, d. h.sie besiczen
aberhalb der Kiemenhohle emen (Laby-
rinthorgan) in einer kleinen Kammer. Die meisten dieser Fische, insbesondere
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A translation from T.F.H.

The author of tnis article sounds
familiar ! Ross has had many
articles printed in English but I
wonder if he ever realized thatihe
also had one printed in German.
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issues. In June of 1962, in an attempt to bring more stability to
the magazine, Peter Jenkner took over as combined editor, publisher
and business manager. He soon found the 3 positions to be too
demanding and delegated the editorship to yet another new editor.
Editors contirued to come and go. In its less than 4 year life-
spen, Tropische Fische had 6 different editors ! Perhaps this is
some sort of a record.

Even more serious, however, than its inability to keep an editor
was Tropische Fische's inability to attract sufficient advertisers
and readers. At the end .of its third year the magazine had only
4 or 5 pages of advertising. Its parent megazine, Tropical Fish
Hobbyist, had over 30 pages. DATZ also had about 30 pages of
advertising et that time. Circuletion figures were also not too
irpressive. Tropische Fische had 2 circulation of about 9 thous-
and copies per month.' Both Tropical Fish Hobbyist and DATZ had
circulations approaching 100 thousend copies per month at that
time. It became apparent that the likelihood of Tropische Fische
carving a permanent niche for itself in the German aquarium mag-
azine market was not very hopeful. After the March 1964 issue
Tropische Fische ceased publication.

Tropische Fische was an interesting publishing venture. Only
once before, to my knowledge, was a2 major aquarium magazine ever
published in a foreign language in the United States. Away back
in the 1890's, Hugo Mulertt published, in German, a quarterly
aquarium-terrarium magagine called Naide for the benefit of the
many German-speaking immigrants in the U.S. Iropische Fische

was a good agquarium magazine, If the competition, DATZ, had not
already been such a successful and popular publication, I am sure
Tropische Fische would of had a much better chance of becoming a
permanent publication.

TROPISCHE FISCHE

L 2 5 4 5 6 T 8 9 10 1 12
Year Jan Feb Mar Apr Mai Jun Jul Aug Sep Okt Nov Dec

1961

1962

1963

1964

38 issues were published. Mar/Apr 1961 was a combined issue.
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TODAY'S AQUARIUM - The Newest English Language Aguarium Magazine

by John Brown

Following in the footsteps of
Acuarium Digest, another German
agquarium megazine is now being
printed in English. Today's
Aguarium is the English language
translation of the German pub-
lication, Aquarium Heute. The
English language editlon comes
out only 4 months later than
the German language edition.
This is in marked contrast to
Aguarium Digest of which we
receive our English language
edition approximately 2 years
after the German language
edition 1

The first edition of Today's
Aguarium, printed in English,
came out in Mar. of this year
(1985) but Aguerium Heute,
printed in German, has been
around since May of 1983.
Today's Aguarium is published
4 times yeariy. It is a full
cclor digest size magazine of
47 pages. Except for the odd
allusion to Dupla products
(Dupla is the parent company)
there is no advertising with-
in the magazine. t is there-
fore 47 pages of solid infor-
mation. .

Those of us who have been

reading the German aguarium

magazines have known for About 1/2 Natural Size
some time that in many

aspects of the aquarium

hobby, the Germans are far

ahead of us here in North

America. Today's Aquarium

Anyone wishing the first 6 issues of Aquarium Heute (in German
language only) may obtain them from myself (John Brown) in
exchange for any good spares.

Where to obtain a subscription to TODAY'S AQUARIUM .

North America

Lewis Books
10014 Zig Zag Rd.
Cincinatti, OB 45242 cost $12.95/year
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will introduce North American
readers to the world of overhead
trickle filtration, CO, injgction,
automatic continuous plant fertil-
ization, automatic pH control and
other concepts. The magazine
covers aquarium management tech-
niques quite extensively as well
as explaining the various chemical. -
and biological processes that

take place in an aquarium. Art-
icles on .new fish imports as well
as many articles on old favorites
are also well represented. Sea-
water, aquatic plants, diseases,
and natural habitats are also
covered,

The prime movers behind Today's
Aquarium/Aquarium Heute are two
distinguished long time German
aquarists, Hors+t Kipper and
Kaspar Horst. Horst Kipper is
the author of several German
aquarium books and many articles
in the German agquarium hobby
magazines. Kaspar Horst, al-
though interested in all aspects
of the aquarium hobby, has always
had as his main interest, aquatic
plants. He was the founder in
1976 of the German Aquatic Plant
Saciety and was the editor of its
excellent publication Aqua Planta
until 1983. Since 1983 he has
been editor of Aquarium Heute.

With its beautiful color photo-
graphy and its up to date cover-
age of new imports and techniques,
Today's Aquarium cannot help but
become as popular in the English
speaking world as it has in the
German speaking. For all serious
aquarium magazine collectors it

4 Today's Aquarium — Aquarium Heute
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NOTES ON BOOKS - 1 by Stu Wheeler, CAL

Nearly every collector of aquarium books has several shelves full of TFH
books; a tribute to the dominance of the distribution channels this publisher
enjoys. Some collectors may not be aware of the fact that many TFH books
were originated by other publishers. An interesting sidelight of the hobby
can be to seek out these earlier editions to stand along side of their Mylar
covered, Hong Kong bound, TFH brethern. This partial 1ist includes only
earlier English-language editions, published or distributed in the U.S. Many
foreign-language previous editions (mostly German) of TFH books also exist.

Breder & Rosen, Modes of Reproduction in Fishes (TFH PS-674) originally
published under the same title by the Natural History Press, NYC, 1966.

Emmens,C.W., How to Keep and Breed Tropical Fish (TFH H-910) at least two
TFH editions. Originally issued as Keeping and Breeding Aquarium Fishes by
Academic Press, NYC, 1953.

Thomas,G.L.jr., Goldfish Pools, Water-Lilies and Tropical Fishes (TFH H-919)
originally issued as Garden Pools, Water-Lilies, and Goldfish by D. Van
Nostrand, Princeton, 1958.

Schneider,E., A1l About Breeding Tropical Fishes (TFH PS-602) originé11y issued
under the same titTe by Practical Science Publishing, Orange, CT, 1956.

Schultz & Stern, The Ways of Fishes (TFH PS-675) originally issued under the
same title by D. Van Nostrand, Princeton, 1948.

Kyle,H.M., The Biology of Fishes (TFH PS-679) originally issued under the
same title by Macmillan, NYC, 1926.

Whitney & Hahnel, A1l About Guppies (TFH PS-603) was published earlier under
the same title by Practical Science Publishing, Orange, CT, 1955. A yet
earlier version, with Whitney as sole author, but under the same title ( and
dedicated to Hahnel!) was issued by Practical Science in 1952.

Jacobs,K., Livebearing Aquarium Fishes (TFH PS-705) issued earlier under the
same title by Macmillan, NYC, 1971.

Sterba,G., Freshwater Fishes of the World (2 vols)(TFH PS-704) published earlier
under the same titTe (in a 1-vol, larger format) by Studio Vista, London, in
3 printings (1966, 1967, 1969). Distributed in the U.S. by Pet Library.

Axelrod & Schultz, Handbook of Tropical Aquarium Fishes (TFH PS-663) originally
issued under the same title by McGraw-Hill, NYC, 1955 (2 printings).

Innes,W.T., Exotic Aquarium Fishes (TFH PS-642); this "New 1971 Printing" is,
of course, the first edition, 1935, published originally by Innes Publishing
Co., reprinted by TFH shortly after Innes' copyright expired.

In the mid-1970's TFH bought the rights to the excellent small line of
aquarium paperbacks published by D. Van Nostrand. At least four of them were

reissued by TFH: Aquarium Hygiene by Wachtel (reissued as Aquarium Ecology,
PS-694), Aquarium Plants by Brunner (same title, PS-692), Breeding Aquarium




NOTES ON BOOKS - 1 by Stu Wheeler (Continued)

Fish (reissued as Breeding Behavior of Aquarium Fishes; PS-306), and Food for
the Aquarium and Vivarium (reissued as Live Foods for the Aquarium and
Terrarium; PS-309)

More recently, TFH has acquired the entire line of Pet Library titles, .
including the paperbound 32 page "Enjoy" series and the 64 page "Know" series,
and the hardbound "Guide" series as well as others. Only the Sterba book is
listed here but any of the numerous items from these series would fit our
criteria.

And finally of course, one could include the seven ichthyological titles
issued as part of the TFH/Smithsonian reprints series: Fishes of North and
Middle America (Jordan & Evermann, 4 vols), Fishes of Siam, or Thailand
{Smith), Monographic Publications from the Philippine Bureau of Science,
Selected Ichthyological Papers from the Philippine Journal of Science

(3 vols), The Fishes of Chesapeake Bay (Hildebrand & Schroeder), Marine

Game Fishes of the Pacific Coast (Walford), and Atlas Ichthyologique (Bleeker,
4 voTs - of the original 9 - so far reprinted).

Well as you can see this issue has more charts. We hope they are right, if you find
one that is not right please tell me about it so I can get it right, then republish
it. If you do not find a chart for something that you collect please make a chart up
and we'll publish it and maybe other people can add to it.

I want to thank James Forshey for making up the mailing labels and putting the member-—
ship list in order. Thanks James.

Today Aquarist by Don Johnson finally arrived after more then 6 months.

Paul Harvy will be at the ACA convention, this will be the second year CAL will try
to get together and do something. If you have any ideas on what to do . Please write
to Paul H. . I'm not going this year, I would love to but just can't.

NOW I would like everyone of you to sit down and write an article. A 20 liner, half
a page or a page, what ever, on a book or books or club news letter or bulletin or
magazines, newspaper, I have enough for the next issues and probably even enough for
the following. This is your news letter let's learn from each other.

enough enjoy this issue,

m.
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TROPICAL PISH HOBBYIST
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CICHLIDAE

Belgische Cichliden Vereniging

NUMBER
YEARS VOL {Jan | Feb |Mar | Apr |May | Jun|Jul | Aug{Sep | Oct [Nov |Dec
1975} 1 !
1976 | 2 1 2 3 4 5 ‘ 6
1977 ‘ 3 1 2 3 4 5 6
1978 5 1 2 3 4 5 6
1979 5 -1 2 3 4 5 6
1980 6 1 2 3 4 5 6
1981 7 1 2 3 4 5 6
1982 8 1 2 314 516 7
1983 9 112 3 4 15 6 | 7 8 |9
1984 10 1 ]2 314 516 7 8 |9
1985 |11 1
1986 12
1987 13
1988 14
1989 15
1990 16

il
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REVUE FRANCAISE DES CICHLIDOPHILES

Association France-~Cichlid

NUMBER
YEARS
Jan |Feb |Mar | Apr | May| JunjSep {Oct ]| Nov | Dec
1 2 3 4
1980
5 6 7 8 9 p10}11 12 13 14
1981
15 116 | 17 18 19§20 21 { 22| 23 |24
1982
25 } 26 | 27| 28} 2930 |31 32} 33]34
1983
35 136 ) 37 38} 39140 | 41 | 42 43 )44
1984
45 1 46 | 47 § 48] 49150 § 51 | 52| 53|54
1985
55 1 56 | 57} 58] 59} 60 | 61 62} 63|64
1986
65 } 66 | 67 ] 68) 69} 70 | 71 72} 73174
1987
751761 771 78] 79;{80 | 81} 82} 83|84
1988
841 86§ 87} 68| 89} 90 ] 91] 921 93194
1989




Jay Brown, 4834 Sunset Terr., APT F, Fair Osks, Ca. 95628
ph 916-966-8472

Hanted ;
Freshwater and Merine Aqusrium Vol. 1 # 2 & 3.

JOAN LIND-2064 BRAGG ST. BKLYN.N.Y, 11229 (718)89I-221I8
WANT LIST-

THE AQUARIUM ( INNES )

1993 ¥OL, T, NOL2, B, &, JUNE, JULY, ADG. o—=sXfbe IX WO, 12 APRIL

1939 VOL, VIII, NO. 8. DEC. L248 WOL, X, B0, 10 FEB,

1940 VOL. IX NO. 5 SEPT. I945 VOL, XIV NO. I MAY

THE AQUARIUM JOURNAL

1947 VOL. I8 NO. I,4,7,8. JAN.,APRiL,(JULY-AUG.) SEPT.
1953 VOL. XXIV NO. 2, FEB.

FOR SALE- " AqUARIUM PLANTS ", Their identification,

cultivation and ecology by Dr. Karel rataj and Thomas j, Horeman

Agquarium Hobbyist -VOL. I # 4 Spring 1972

VOL. 1 # 6 Fall 1972
Have various issues of T. F. H. That i Would like to
Swap for the Aquarium., & Aquarium Journal issues

listed on my want list.

THOMAS N. TILLES-14 Sand Hill Rd., Bethel, CT.06801

HAVE THE FOLLOWING: WILL TRADE FOR WHAT HAVE YOQU: SEND LIST
OF YOUR WANTS AND HAVES.

"SALT WATER AQUARIUM" - Vol, 3, #4 (July-August 1967)

"MARINE HOBBYIST NEWS" VOL. 4, #2,5,6,8,9,11,12 (1976)
voL. 5, #1,8,10 (1977)

"MARINE AQUARIUM REVIEW"Vol. 1, #1,2,3,4,5,6,7 (1977-1978)

"PET FISH MONTHLY" June 1976

"THE AQUARIUM" Series II- Vol.1,#1,4,5,8,9,11,12 (1967-1968)
Vol.2,#4,8,9,10,1
Vol.3,#1,2,3,9
Vol.4,#1,2

"TEH"  7/68, 11/72, 5/13, 9/77 g
@/ i A‘fw/“ ~ 4/»’“"/




ROSS B, SOCOLOF = P,0, Box 1987 = Bradenton, Fla, 33506 (813) 758-9378

All C.A.L. members were mailed the 1986 catalogue one week befare the gereral
mailing=if you didn't get one I have some in stocke

Since the mailing I have received two collections and a third is on the way,
Let me have your want lists-the bulk of the busiress 1s dore In this manner,
Good stock of WaterLife and Ag.& Pkr.enroute, .

Always looking for material and will pay cashor trade depending on your pre=
ference

I am mo;t interested in early periodicals,catalogues,pre-1870 Sea Shore books,
early Public Aquarium manuals and all early booKSseo

I need a copy of the January 1971 Aquarium, Wanb ew rything after Vol Z #5 of
"Phe Aquarists Notebook™=have some duplicates also.. Want "Icthiophlileneed
everything after Vol 2 #2 (1 issues).again have same dupllcates.,

Will pay $100,00 for a copy of Vol 2 # 2"Aquarianain reasonably good shape.

50 Beautiful FISH Stamps!

As our first commercial product, we have compiled 50 of the
best drawings of fishes and printed them as stamps. For just
$3.25 postpaid, you will receive 50 stamps, descriptions of each
fish, and a FISH IQ quiz. These are enclosed in a heavy duty
plastic sheet protector and there is a Money Back Guarantee!
Send your check or money order to: :

Fauna Information Services
P.0. Box 95529
Seattle, Washington 98145-2529

Also watch for my catalog of fish books coming soon directly to
your roster address through the mail!

Craig Ragland

Dave Hopp, 3406 Agste Dr., Modesto, Ca. 95356 ph 209-577-3596
Calendar wented Tetra 1968 or earlier also 1977, 1979, 1980, 1982
any others pertaining to tropical fish.
Calendsr for trede, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1974, 1975, 1973.
W¥snted F.T.F.I. 1973 Vol.4 #1,3,4.
Advanced Aquerist of Atlents #1 thru #9; #11 thru #18, #20 thru #23
#26,27,30, #51 thru #57.

Home Aquarium Bulletin - any



*EHX SPECIAL OFFER W #*%*¥*%

Two early bound volumes of The Aquarium (Innes) available.
Original binding by the Innes Publishing Co. in gold stamped, green
cloth binding. Both volumes in near Mint condition.

Vol. 2 comtains the 12 issues of The Aguarium from May 1933-Apr. 1934
Vol. 5 n " n " " n " " May 1936~Apr. 1937

I will trade each of these volumes for any two of the following
(original) issues in reasonably good condition ( 4 issues for both
volumes). I will not accept any issues suffering from water damage,
insect damage or paper rot.

WANTED

Pet Fish Monthly - Jan. 1967

Modern Aquarium - Dec. 1968, Feb. 1969

PTPI Trader - Oct.1972, Dec. 1972, Feb. 1973, Aug. 1973, Oct. 1973
Aquariana - any

American Currents - Inaugural issue (the issue prior to Vol.l#l)
Cichlidae (Brit. Cich. Assoc.) - Vol.l#l, Vol.l#3

This offer expires with the next issue of CAL.
John Brown, Box 3337 Main P.O., Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6B 3Y3

Paul Harvey 4459 shellflower Ct.,Concord, Ca. ph 415-676-2507
Wanted FAMA 1978

JAMES FORSHEY, 3105 ROSEMONT DR., SACRAMENTO, CA 95826

*kkkkk* NEW BOOKS **k*xk*x*k - YOUR PRICE -
1) THE BASIC MARINE AQUARIUM, BY CAROL BOWER $11.95
2) THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO WATER PLANTS $11.95
BY HELMUT MUHLBERG, TRANSLATION BY IISE LINDSAY
3) PONDS AND WATER GARDENS BY BILL HERITAGE $4 .95
4) TROPICAL FISH IDENTIFIER BY BRAZ WALKER $4.95
5) FAMA A NET FULL OF NATIVES BY TOM BAUGH $6.95
6) FAMA BABY DISCUS BY ART HAYLEY $4.49
7) FAMA STARFISH, SEA URCHINS, AND THEIR KIN $6..95

A)CA RESIDENTS ONLY ADD 6% SALES TAX B)POSTAGE AND INSURANCE RATES
UNDER $10.00 ADD $1.00, $10.00 TO $30.00 ADD $1.50, OVER_$30.00
ADD $2.00 C) ALL ORDER ARE SENT 4TH CLASS MAIL BOOK RATE
(ON FOREIGN ORDERS WRITE FOR RATES BEFORE ORDERING)
RETURNS 1) WE WILL AUTOMATICALLY REPLACE A DEFECTIVE BOOK.
2) NEW BOOKS: MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN TWO WEEKS,
IN ORIGINAL CONDITION, POSTAGE PAID AND INSURED.
A RESTOCKING FEE OF 10% WILL BE CHARGED.
3) POSTAGE AND INSURANCE IS NOT REFUNDABLE.




Nembershin dues are $10 per year which entitles you to:

Four issues of CTAL and twenty lines of free ad spece per issue to let CAL memders
know what you want to buy, sell, trace, or leern. brxtra ad space is $1 per line
and payment nust accompany your ad, allow three weeks lead time for Dave Hopp to
publish your ad in CAL which is published February, May, August, and November of
each year.

35 REFUND if you contribute an article to CAL. Any article of interest to CAL
members earns a $5 REFUND or Extend your subscription two issues.

Back issues of CAL are 32.50 per issue.

CAL members can orler a seconi subscription for thermselves at 36 per year.
Overseas dues are 13 per year, which includes airmail.

Material published by CAL may be reprinted, unless specifically denied in the
article, providing that two copies of the reprinted material are sent to CAL.
tredit to CAL =ust appear immediately alter the end of the reprinted material
and must take the following form: Reprinted from CAL. Any person interested in

the Collectors of Aquarium Literature should apply to lave Hopp, kditor, 3604 Agate
Drave, Modesto, ta. 95356.

Membership dues are $10.00 per vear, overseas dues are $13.00 per year.
Mail all correspondence to: Dave Hopp, 3604 Agate Drive, Modesto, CA 95356.

NAME PHONE-REQUIRED
ADDRESS CITY
STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY

DAVID st JEAN HOPP
3604 Acate Drive
- Mopesto, CA 95356
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