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Hobby:
- - - Fish

By JAY BROWN
Valley Times Staff Writer

Ask Gene Wolfsheimer of Sherman
Daks what is the largest hobby in the
world and he is ready for a debate. His
answer: fish.

This question came to the attention of
Wolfsheimer when he read an article in
the Valley Times on rock hunting as one
of the largest hobbies in the United
States, second only to photography.

WOLFSHEIMER wrote back, chal-
lenging that premise:

“I can appreciate the enthusiasm that
is undoubtedly shown by the rockhounds
and especially their presiding officers, but
they are wrong,

“Upon close inspection of the situa-
tion on a national scale, you will find
approximately 15 million persons main-
tain some form of aquatic life or aquar-
ium. Whether this be tropical fish, gold-
fish, outdoor pond or a child's stinky
bowl on the back window sill, the retinue
of this hobby far and away overshadows
the rockhounds.”

ON A WORLDWIDE basis, Wolf-
sheimer says aquarium keeping could be
regarded as the largest hobby, since
about 20 million persons supposedly are
engaged in this activity,

Wolfsheimer, who may be regarded
as “The Fish Man” as convict Robert
Stroud is considered “The Bird Man,”
maintains about 200 aquariums contain-
ing thousands of fish.

He is a charter member of the Los
Angeles Aquarium Society and a founder
of the first international aquarium so-
ciety, Aquarists’ Internationale,

WOLFSHEIMER can boast of the
largest collection of fish pictures in the
world. And his articles and photos have
appeared in the National Geographic
Magazine, Life Magazine's nature series
books, the Encyclopaedia Britannica and
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many publications on fish,
science and nature,

The Fish Man, who began

his hobby 18 years ago while
recovering from a serious ill-
ness, said he now makes a
living from fish.
. “There are more interest-
ing things about fish than 1
fan talk about in a day,”
he said, as he strolled among
his fish tanks housed in a|
building designed to simulate
& tropical climate,

- IN EXPLAINING some of
the relatively unknown fish
haracteristics, Wolfsheimer
inted out fish that fight
each other, fish that nurse
their young from slime car-
! ried on their scales and fish
& that play with their live food
' much as a cat would play
with a mouse,
- Noting that most people
{ don’t give fish credit for be-
ing intelligent, Wolfsheimer
explained that some actually
recognize their masters and
.. when strangers come near
: % the tank they hide.

%3 A FISH NAMED Charlene

(it was named Charley until
..~ it was observed to have laid
% eggs) attracts her master's
attention by banging her

geles doesn’t have a public
aquarium, The one in San

'LARGEST IN WORLD'
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Hobby Defended

according to Wolfsheimer.,

There are fish with per-|
sonality problems, savs|
Wolfsheimer, such as the
Discus Fish, which can be|
frightened to death, and|
Angel Fish, which may go
on a hunger strike and die.

And there are fish, he ex-
plained, which swim upside
down, on their tails or noses. |

"*AS YOU CAN see,” Wolf-
sheimer said, “I am more
interested in the habits of
these fish than in their ap-
pearance. However, there|
are some fish that exist in
aguariums merely to swim
around and look good.”

Wolfsheimer says his pet|
peeve is that Los Angeles|
does not have a public
aquarium, especially since
there is a great interest in
fish.

Backing up Wolfsheimer's
plea is his friend and col-|
league, Dr. Sylvan Cohen,
pathologist at Kaiser Hos-
pital in Panorama City,

Dr, Cohen, a past president
of the Los Angeles Aquarium
Society, said, “It's a shame
a city the size of Los An-

Francisco is so popular that

, head against the tank cover,
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| Gene Wo.lfshai'rner. Sherman Oaks, maintains 200 aquariums, thousands of fish

: . s, e : T :
R J - L = : - .. F - .E:
B el % E i
e T 3 - e & & .
aer. it L = -
o IR . .i e ’ “
: i s o
i-*"%, : g
i . L -.; BT . i 8
; £ o '.-cl"' A '!;;::*,-::- 4

- .. b
8 i

EWEF-"

- county of Los Angeles for
 utilizing $6.5 million in bond
- revenues for making sur-
- veys. The money was sup-
- posed to be used for estab-
~ lishing a zoo and aquarium,
he said.

purpose of the aquarium so-
ciety is to press for a public
aquarium for Los Angeles as
well as to stimulate interest
among persons with one tank
to expand their interest.

they have to turn people

AND HE CRITICIZED the

Dr. Cohen said the primary

He said that so far the so-

ciety has attracted 55 mem-
. bers, most of whom are col-
lege professors or physicians.

“Currently, the society re-

gards fish as a study rather
than a pastime,”” he said,
“but we would like to en-
courage all interested per-
sons."



