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Mesco Salts:

The First African Cichlid Product Manufacturer
By Rusty Wessel

Chemical Filtering Medium
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Variety of Mesco bottles.

This goes back to my high school days Circa 1975. | spent quite a bit of my free time hang-
ing out at my local pet shop (Shively Pet Center) owned by the late Mrs Anderson in Louisville
Kentucky and her favorite employee Mike Coleman invited me to not only attend the Local
fish club (Louisville Tropical Fish Fanciers, which | am still an active member of today) and a
special all cichlid club that met about once a month at a local members house (usually Dee
Coates house). Mike and | have been friends for over 50 years and we both keep aquariums
today but this led to my story about Mesco Salts and the purpose of this article.



Louisville Tropical

FISH FANCIERS

The Louisville Tropical Fish Fanciers was founded 1959 by the late Discus breeder Art Hayley.

Two of the members of this special Sunday meeting were Art & Jo Ann Greenameyer. Art

was an airline pilot that flew to New York several trips per week and had access to the new
imports of African Cichlids that at that time were arriving for the first time ever in the USA
market. He had a direct line to purchasing Rift Lake Cichlids from the only source (African
Imports) in New Jersey and free cargo with being a pilot. All of these fish direct from the Lake
had never been seen before. A fascinating time for cichlids and the hobby in general. The
year was mid 1970. So, a long time ago. Anyhow, Jo Ann took a fancy to me being a high
school kid and took me under her wing. Jo Ann not only kept a basement full of aquariums
she also ran a wholesale distributor for her own company called Mesco Salts. Mesco at that
time was the only manufacturer of a salt product designed for Malawi and Tanganyikan fish.
Mesco Salts was an additive to the aquarium that helped duplicate the high ph and trace
elements of both Lake Malawi and Tanganyika. The product worked and was instrumental in
keeping healthy African’s during the 70s especially since only wild fish were available and very
few available tank raised African cichlids, so this product really increased the chances of suc-
cess with breeding and maintaining these beautiful and unknown wild fishes. When the salts
were applied the tank turned milky white and after a few hours the salts were dissolved and
the fish were happy. This is where | started my first sales experience. Although Jo Ann sold
most of her products to out of state entities she asked me to help introduce the product to the
local pet shops. Back then | remember there were over 30 local pets shops in the Kentucky/
Southern Indiana area. So, | arranged many of the local shops to purchase this amazing prod-
uct. On weekends Art Greenameyer, the mastermind behind the formula, allowed me to help
add the secret ingredients to the mixing machine and place the labels on the plastic bottles. A
fun moment for a high school kid. | remember Art was particular that the product only could
be placed in solid opaque containers (white) to keep ultraviolet light from spoiling the ingre-
dients. Its funny, | do not ever remember actually getting a check for my work and my father
often asked if | got paid, but | know | enjoyed trading my pay for those rare African Cichlids.
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Photo of Rusty’s childhood cichlid pond.
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|
Childhood photos of Rusty.

Just a few years ago after the passing of both Greenameyers’ | was approached by the son
who wanted to sell the entire operation of Mesco Salts. Mesco had stopped operating some
20 years ago so | assumed really no one would be interested in the product today. In ad-
dition, there are many similar products already available in the market today that work ex-
ceptionally well. Eventually, this led me to contacting Gary Bagnall of Zoo Med. | knew Gary
was opening an incredible museum of reptile, bird and aquarium products in California. My
thought was it would make an incredible display because the entire operation was still intact.
The salts, the secret ingredients, the formula, the bottles, the labels and the mixing machine.
Gary eventually cut the deal and the entre operation was loaded onto pallets and shipped to
California. Another bygone operation that will be preserved in history. Thank you Zoo Med
and Mr. Gary Bagnall.

After the Museum of Aquarium and Pet History purchased the remains of the Mesco Compa-
ny, we uncovered printing plates and labels for both PEMCO (aquarium manufacturer) and Pet
Parade (pet store chain?). Mesco must have private labeled products for both these compa-
nies.
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TETRA'AID (o} Tetra-Aid is the medica- METHACIDEO - DIRECTIONS
Recommended for the
treatment of ICH in
cichlids, barbs and
danios, and all scaled
catfishes.

DIRECTIONS
To aid in the keeping
of all small tetras, by

tion of -choice for the

prevention of the “Neon DIRECTIONS

Tetra Disease’” as
B 5 Pisioohona To treat ICH add one
i p per ten gal-

lons everyday for two

CONTENTS days; skip one day,
Magnesium sulfate hep- change one-third of
tahydrate; copper (I1) the water. Repeat if
sulfate pentahydrate; necessary.
2,8-diamino-10-meth-
ylacridinium chloride
and 2,8-diaminoacri-

preventing “neon tetra
disease,”” adu one tea-
spoon per five gallons
when adding new tet-
ras to the aquarium.
Repeat once every
week for three weeks.

CONTAINS
Methanal, tetramethyl-
thionine chloride; ben-
zaldehyde green.

ine. 4 fl. oz.
4 fl' oz. g anufacture:
‘ Manufactured by MESCO for PEMCO PRODUCTS, Los Angeles, Calif. 30247 \‘ for PEMCO xaopfuc-rs,dL:: z.i:f;: Cal. 90247
5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Tetra-Aid 5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Methacide
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PROTOCIDE

To Treat ICH Recommended for the

treatment of ICH in all
delicate and’ sensitive
fishes, such as small
tetras and livebearers,
loaches and all scaleless
catfishes.

(o]

DIRECTIONS

To treat ICH and all
other protozoal dis-
eases add one teaspoon
per five gallons every
other day, with a par-
tial water change every
fourth day until cured.

CONTENTS
Methanal; 2,8-diamino
-10-methylacridinium
chloride & 2,8 - diam-
inoacridine; tetrame-
thylthionine chloride.

4 fl. oz.

Manufactured by MESCO for PEMCO PRODUCTS, Los Angeles, Cal. 90247

5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Protocide

-

DIRECTIONS: Use when
setting’ up new aquar-
ium, adding wacer or
changing water in aquar-
ium already in use. <

CHLORINE O

NEUTRALIZER O

PEMCO

Chlorine Neutralizer is a
scientifically compound-
ed preparation the func-
tion of which is to re-
move chlorine, fluorine
and Chloramine-T from
city tap water. In effect,
this ages the water.

Pemco  dechlorinating
liquid is formulated so
that 1 teaspoon dechlor-
inates 5 gallons of or-
dinary city ‘tap water
within two minutes. One
fluid ounce will age and
dechlorinate 30 zallens
of water.

b
= . D2 Manufactured for Pemco
.‘4 fi. o Produ-ts '35 Afnelos,

5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Chlorine Neutralizer

DIRECTIONS MALAWI SALTSOO
To condition aguarium
water for keeping and
spawning all Lake Mal-
awi (Nyassa) cichlids
and catfishes add two
teaspoons per gallon
of aquarium water.
Replenish with . each
water change.

CONTENTS
Soluble salts of mag-
nesium, sodium, cal-
cium and iron.

130 grams

Manufactured by MESCO for PEMCO PRODUCTS, Los Angeles, Cal. 90247

5”x2 1/4” Pemco Label for Malawi Salts

SESQUICLEAN oo

DIRECTIONS

DIRECTIONS
| For the prevention
of disease on baby
fish add one tea-
spoon per five gal-
lons every three days
for three weeks af-
ter the fish are
hatched (or born).
After three weeks,
use only once every
week until grown,
CONTENTS
Tetramethylthionine
chloride, acriflavine,
magnesium sulfate hep-
tahydrate.

BROOD-

DIRECTIONS

A multipurpose disease
prewventative for use on
all baby fish, both live-
bearers and egg-layers.
No more unexplained
losses due to undiag-
nosed diseases. Ich, vel-
vet, bacterial and fun-
gal infections are pre-
vented if use is started
as soon as possible
after the fish are
hatched (born). Use
can be discontinued
when the fish are large
enough to withstand
normal encounters with
disease and the use of
specific remedies. |

4 fl. ozs.

Manufactured by MESCO for PEMCO PRODUCTS, L os Angeles, Calif. 90247

5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Brood-Tonic

DIRECTIONS

AS AN _AID IN CLEANING
FOULED WATER AND RETAR-
DING EXCESS ALGAE GROWTH
Formula to determine capacity of
aquarium or pool: multiply length
x width x depth in inches and di-
vide by 231. The result will be the
capacity in gals. 1 tsp. to 4 gals.
aquarium water every 2 wks. aids
in controlling algae and keeping
water clear. 4 fl. oz. will treat
96 gallons of water.

DANGER: Causes severe burns of
eye, skin and mucous membranes.
Not for Drug Use. Harmful if
swallowed.

FIRST AID: In case of contact,
immediately flush eyes or skin with
plenty of water for at least 15 min-
utes. For eyes, call physician.
US.D.A. Reg. No. 8220-1.

Clears cloudy aquaria water due
to excessive organic waste. To aid
in the control of growth of cer-
tain algae.

ALGO ©

ALGO lends a strong purple color
to aquarium lasting 36 to 48 hrs.
Aquarium clears as ALGO is used in
its chemical action. After purple
coloration from previous treatments
has disappeared, ALGO may be used

repeatedly in same aquarium. Do
WATER CLARIFIER FOR 1o Gverdose. ALGO is a powerful
AQUARIUM & OUTDOOR oxidizer. Its use is intended for
ORNAMENTAL FISH POOLS fish +embyists.

WARNING: Keep out of
the reach of children.
SEE WARNING STATE-
MENTS ON SIDE PANEL

NET 4 FL.OZ.

ACTIVE INGREDIENTS:
Potassium Permanganate..... 1.20%
INERT INGREDIENTS... 98.80%

Manufactured for Pemco Prod; ;ts, Los Angeles, Calif. 90247

DIRECTIONS
To aid in the treatment
of bacterial infections of
fresh-water fish, add 3
capfulls per 20 gallons
of aquarium water.
Change one-third of the
water before starting
treatment, and one-third
should be changed after
the infection is halted.

Contains: sodium hydro-
gen carbonate, oxytet-
racycline hydrochloride,
chloramphenicol.

A-BIOTIC O

For Bacterial Infections By O

5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Algo

A-Biotic is a combina-
tion of two very excel
lent antibiotics. A-Biotic
can be used to treat all
bacterial infections but
it is most effective
against gram negative
bacteria, such as Aero-
monas spp. and Pseu-
domonas spp. Gram neg-
ative bacteria cause the
majority of infections in
fish.

CAUTION: Keep out of
reach of children. Not
for human or veterinary

120 grams s

Manufactured by MESCO for PEMCO PRODUCTS, Los Angeles, Cal. 90247

5”x2 1/4” Pemco Label for A-Biotic

MERCURICIDE O
o

To Treat Fungus

DIRECTIONS CONTENTS

For use as a cleaner for
aquariums and all aquar-
ium equipment. To pre-

MAY BE SPRINKLED |

ON A SPONGE OR |

To treat fungus infec-
tion add one teaspoon
per two gallons. When

Magnesium sulfate hep-
tahydrate; sodium ch-
loride; tetramethylthi-

pare a cleaning solution CLOTH AND USED TO

add three tablespoons to

one quart of warm water, IUM GLASS,

100 grams

Manufactured by MESCO for PEMCO PRODUCTS, Los Angeles, Calif. 90247

5"x2 1/4” Pemco Label for Sesquiclean

SCRUB THE AQUAR-

onine chloride; disodi-
um dibromohydroxy
mercurifluorescein.

a cure is effected
change one-third -of
the aquarium water.

120 grams

Manufactured by MESCO for PEMCO PRODUCTS, Los Angeles, Calif. 90247

5”x2 1/4” Pemco Label for Mercuricide
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4”x1 5/8” Pemco Label for Molluscacide

4”x1 5/8” Pemco Label for Remedy & Tonic
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NOT FOR HUMAN OR VETERINARY USE

CONTENTS: 120 GRAMS

Fungus appears on wounds and brulses
as long. white filaments growing from
the body of the fish.

KEEP QUT OF REACH OF CHILOREN

600 GRAMS

‘Bottled for Pet Poreds, 168

By MESCO.

CAUTION:

NOT FOR HUMAN OR VETERINARY USE

CONTENTS
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100 GRAMS

CAUTIOR:

ROT FOR HUMAN OR VETERINARY USE

CONTENTS:

SESCUICLEAN

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

A-BIOTIC

TO TREAT BACTERIAL INFECTIONS

CAUTION:

NOT FOR HUMAN OR VETERINARY USE

Botiled

CONTENTS: 120 GRAMS
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

I ¥ i lesions,
Mouth “fungus"”, fin or tail rot.
boils, greyish blotches. reddish areas

under skin are usually caused by gram
negative bacteria.
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100 GRAMS

Bottiad Tor Pet Parade, los.

By MESCO

CAUTION:

TO TREAT VELVET
CONTENTS
NOT FOR HUMAN OR VETERINARY USE

VELVECIDE

Velvet appears as a very fine dust In
early stages, and as numerous larger,
yellowish-white spots in the later
stages. Velvet is caused by a proto=
zoan,

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

Pet Parade Labels

x2 1/4”

Various 5”

Methylene Blue

to prevent fungus

CONTENTS 4 FL. 0Z.

Inc. by Mesco

Bottled for Pet Parade

5 1/2"x3” Pet Parade Label for Methylene Blue
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