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By Rusty Wessel

This goes back to my high school days Circa 1975.  I spent quite a bit of my free time hang-
ing out at my local pet shop (Shively Pet Center) owned by the late Mrs Anderson in Louisville 
Kentucky and her favorite employee Mike Coleman invited me to not only attend the Local 
fish club (Louisville Tropical Fish Fanciers, which I am still an active member of today) and a 
special all cichlid club that met about once a month at a local members house (usually Dee 
Coates house).  Mike and I have been friends for over 50 years and we both keep aquariums 
today but this led to my story about Mesco Salts and the purpose of this article.

Variety of Mesco bottles.



The Louisville Tropical Fish Fanciers was founded 1959 by the late Discus breeder Art Hayley.

Two of the members of this special Sunday meeting were Art & Jo Ann Greenameyer.  Art 
was an airline pilot that flew to New York several trips per week and had access to the new 
imports of African Cichlids that at that time were arriving for the first time ever in the USA 
market. He had a direct line to purchasing Rift Lake Cichlids from the only source (African 
Imports) in New Jersey and free cargo with being a pilot. All of these fish direct from the Lake 
had never been seen before. A fascinating time for cichlids and the hobby in general.  The 
year was mid 1970. So, a long time ago. Anyhow, Jo Ann took a fancy to me being a high 
school kid and took me under her wing. Jo Ann not only kept a basement full of aquariums 
she also ran a wholesale distributor for her own company called Mesco Salts. Mesco at that 
time was the only manufacturer of a salt product designed for Malawi and Tanganyikan fish. 
Mesco Salts was an additive to the aquarium that helped duplicate the high ph and trace 
elements of both Lake Malawi and Tanganyika.  The product worked and was instrumental in 
keeping healthy African’s during the 70s especially since only wild fish were available and very 
few available tank raised African cichlids, so this product really increased the chances of suc-
cess with breeding and maintaining these beautiful and unknown wild fishes. When the salts 
were applied the tank turned milky white and after a few hours the salts were dissolved and 
the fish were happy. This is where I started my first sales experience.  Although Jo Ann sold 
most of her products to out of state entities she asked me to help introduce the product to the 
local pet shops. Back then I remember there were over 30 local pets shops in the Kentucky/
Southern Indiana area. So, I arranged many of the local shops to purchase this amazing prod-
uct. On weekends Art Greenameyer, the mastermind behind the formula, allowed me to help 
add the secret ingredients to the mixing machine and place the labels on the plastic bottles. A 
fun moment for a high school kid.  I remember Art was particular that the product only could 
be placed in solid opaque containers (white) to keep ultraviolet light from spoiling the ingre-
dients. Its funny, I do not ever remember actually getting a check for my work and my father 
often asked if I got paid, but I know I enjoyed trading my pay for those rare African Cichlids.



Frontosa cichlid from Lake Tanganyika. Variety of Lake Malawi cichlids.

Photo of Rusty’s childhood cichlid pond.



5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Methacide5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Tetra-Aid

Just a few years ago after the passing of both Greenameyers’ I was approached by the son 
who wanted to sell the entire operation of Mesco Salts.  Mesco had stopped operating some 
20 years ago so I assumed really no one would be interested in the product today.  In ad-
dition, there are many similar products already available in the market today that work ex-
ceptionally well. Eventually, this led me to contacting Gary Bagnall of Zoo Med. I knew Gary 
was opening an incredible museum of reptile, bird and aquarium products in California. My 
thought was it would make an incredible display because the entire operation was still intact.  
The salts, the secret ingredients, the formula, the bottles, the labels and the mixing machine.  
Gary eventually cut the deal and the entre operation was loaded onto pallets and shipped to 
California. Another bygone operation that will be preserved in history. Thank you Zoo Med 
and Mr. Gary Bagnall.    

After the Museum of Aquarium and Pet History purchased the remains of the Mesco Compa-
ny, we uncovered printing plates and labels for both PEMCO (aquarium manufacturer) and Pet 
Parade (pet store chain?). Mesco must have private labeled products for both these compa-
nies.

Childhood photos of Rusty.



5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Protocide 5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Brood-Tonic

5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Chlorine Neutralizer 5”x2 1/2” Pemco Label for Algo

5”x2 1/4” Pemco Label for Malawi Salts 5”x2 1/4” Pemco Label for A-Biotic

5”x2 1/4” Pemco Label for Sesquiclean 5”x2 1/4” Pemco Label for Mercuricide



4”x1 5/8” Pemco Label for Remedy & Tonic

4”x1 5/8”  Pemco Label for Molluscacide



5 1/2”x3” Pet Parade Label for Methylene Blue

Various 5”x2 1/4” Pet Parade Labels


