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Wilde Tiere/Frei Haus (Wild Animals/Free Delivery)
Chapter 14 - Feine Leute Feine Tiere (Fine People-Fine Animals)
Written by Hermann Ruhe and Translated by Alex Haro

Starting in September 2024, the Museum of Aquarium
and Pet History (MOAPH) will be releasing a chapter a
month on the translated autobiography Wilde Tiere Frei
Haus (Wild Animals Free Delivery) by Hermann Ruhe.

Firma Ruhe (the Ruhe Company) was the name of an
animal trading company based in Alfeld, Germany from
1860 until its official closure in 1993. During this time,
they were world renowned for their importation and ex-
portation of exotic animals and birds from all across the
globe, even supplying many zoos as well as circuses.
Having survived both world wars, Firma Ruhe continued
to dominate the world of animal trading until the mid-
20th century and is a testament to true determination
and leadership.

Wilde Tiere Frei Haus (Wild Animals Free Delivery) also

documents the plethora of adventures, failures and

successes endured by all those a part of Firma Ruhe.

Through Hermann Ruhe’s great storytelling, we are able

to visualize and understand the world from the perspec-
D L tive of animal collectors navigating through some of
the most difficult situations, often not knowing whether
or not they would ever return home. His recollections
provide a vivid portrayal of the challenges and triumphs
WILDE TIERE faced by the company, and give readers a glimpse into
FREI HAUS the world of animal trading.
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The Zoo Park in Cros de Cagnes also proved to be a real gem on the Riviera for our customers. Large
French circuses including the Amar brothers and Alfred Court even trained their animals there. We had
set up strong cages, allowing work from early morning until dusk. Alfred Court, one of the best animal
trainers of his time, managed to create a rare beautiful act within a few months in Cros de Cagnes -
consisting of 12 Bengal tigers. These tigers were almost all mature and not previously trained animals.
A year before, Alfred Court had bought from me in Alfeld a mixed group of leopards, pumas, and hye-
nas, trained; also in a few months. He had bought the animals from me and used the big riding hall for
assembling this peculiar act, bearing all costs for food, light, maintenance, etc. He rested in Cros de
Cagnes under similar conditions.

Fortunately, in the “Jardin Zoologique,” hone of the many predatory animals ever escaped. Only once
did a young hyena manage to. All searches in my garden and the surrounding area were in vain. Soon
alarming news arrived at Basilwesky’s: here a chicken had disappeared, then a whole chicken coop
had been ravaged... Basilwesky made the mistake of paying for the slaughtered chickens immediately!
Promptly rabbits, geese, ducks, and more chickens fell victim to the destructive fury of our blood-
thirsty hyena. Basilwesky became suspicious due to the sheer number of reports: Even a hyena with
an extraordinary appetite could not have digested such amounts!

Finally, the hyena was found again: in the zoo! It lay between a couple of old transport crates and had
been dead for days. The poor animal had never left our acclimatization park.

Our main season on the Riviera was during the winter months, and since most animals were sold in
the spring and new ones arrived only in the winter, the garden was closed in June and July each year.
We used these two months for new construction, and Basilewsky found time to accompany me on
one or two trips.

In early spring, zoo directors arrived in Cros de Cagnes to select what they needed. Dr. Priemel from
Frankfurt, Dr. Gebbing from Leipzig, Professor Brandes from Dresden, Director Wendnagel from Basel,
Dr. Steinmetz from Berlin, Professor Urbain and Mr. Hertel from Paris, Director Bean from Chicago,
Heinz Heck from Munich’s Hellabrunn Zoo, Ludwig Heck, and many others were among our visitors.
Dr. Lutz Heck, who often undertook research trips to Africa and frequently traveled through Marseille,
also made one or two visits to Cros de Cagnes almost every year.

At the same time, a lively trade in park and ornamental birds and various tame animals to private
collectors developed in Cros de Cagnes. Along the Riviera, between Menton and Cannes, there were
magnificent estates that the average tourist knew little about at the time. These well-maintained gar-
dens with their tall palm trees, bamboo groves, cacti, and lush vegetation belonged to wealthy individ-
uals. It was not easy for Basilewsky to establish contact with the owners of these splendid properties.

However, when the Duke of Bath Baron Rothschild, Mr. Vanderbilt, and Lady Gould, along with a few
other prominent villa owners, purchased exotic birds, cranes, flamingos, and ornamental ducks for
their parks; they paid exorbitant prices, often competing with each other.

The Duke of Bath' even set up a very charming little zoo, for which he was quite passionate for some
time. But one day, he chose a new hobby and returned all the valuable animals to the zoo.

One lady only wanted blue birds, and Mrs. E. Rothschild loved only birds of a pink hue: flamingos,
ibises, cockatoos. One late afternoon, she saw a pair of black-necked swans swimming on the pond
in the zoo at Cros de Cagnes, which, in the twilight, looked as if they had no heads. Immediately, Ma-
dame Rothschild bought this attraction.

T MOAPH: The ‘Duke of Bath’ or the Marquess of Bath is an English noble term for a member of the British aris-

tocracy. o
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At that same hour, they had to be taken to their villa on Cap Ferrat, where an evening party was tak-
ing place. Besides various ornamental birds, small cheetahs, sun bears, and similar animals that one
could keep in the house or near the house, were sold. The Sun bears were particularly kept on yachts
in the open sea. What these lovable bears managed aboard luxury ships amused everyone. At the
same time, the breeding of budgerigars was a good business. Blue specimens were still a rarity, and
strangely, it was the Japanese who had a great fondness for them. The Emperor of Japan owned a
few blue budgerigars, and hence all his subjects wanted to own them too. Japanese collectors were
sent to Europe despite the high travel costs and paid any price to get these birds.

The sale of animals to enthusiasts provided some balance to the irregularly fluctuating income from
the entrance fees of our zoo in Cros de Cagnes. The constantly changing array of animals was such
an attraction at the zoo that the audience became so spoiled that they stayed away in the absence
of ‘sensations’. The local press published delightful animal photographs and amusing articles. The
city administration of Nice was very friendly-minded, especially since the zoo was a major attraction
for visitors from all over the coast, and the city of Nice didn’t spend a dime as it was run as a private
venture.

In Cannes, various ornamental birds loaned by us graced the park in front of the casino, and in Nice,
the mayor provided us with the city center for our advertising efforts. Basilwesky did what he could

to utilize these advertising opportunities. For example, he set up a pond where flamingos stayed for

a week, which was then swapped overnight with pelicans, crowned cranes, black swans or colorful
ducks. This provided frequent morning surprises for the city’s residents and visitors. In front of the
Monte Carlo casino, a few macaws and loud lorikeets entertained tourists with their loud chatter, si-
multaneously luring them to the gambling tables. During the carnival, for film shoots, and other events
on the Riviera, animals were also loaned out. Even the good old elephant cow Rosie participated in
many festivities. Sometimes Basilewsky arranged for her to block the main thoroughfare of the zoo
right on the main road, so the whole car traffic was stopped by her huge body. No police intervention
could move this brave animal from its spot, but a quiet word from its keeper prompted Rosie to imme-
diately rise.

To achieve an exotic spectacle, even a camel was demanded for a gala event at the Negresco ho-
tel, where a giant glass wall was simply erected, and the saying went: “It’s not easy to get a camel
into heaven, but it’s paradise here for a camel.” We had laid out a ‘Golden Book’ in Cros de Cagnes
containing precious signatures: Queen Margherita of Italy, kings from Sweden, Denmark, Yugoslavia,
and Nepal, the Prince of Monaco, Maharajas and princes, artists like H. Bordeaux, John Knittel, Th.
Oppenheim, L. Verdun, Igor Stravinsky, actors like Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, Emil Jannings,
Henri Bauer, Cecil Sorel, Mistinguett, Sascha Guitry, and many others.

Basilwesky experienced immense joy in the growth and flourishing of his work, starting under great
difficulties years ago, managing countless tasks with such sovereignty that | never had to worry about
our zoo in Cros de Cagnes. In the autumn and winter of 1930/31, | began focusing my special atten-
tion on collecting animals with which something special was happening, but nothing was ever one
hundred percent certain. The “Severin’s austerity method”? created during this time resulted in great
unemployment and therefore faced severe social concerns, many German cities faced severe restric-
tions.

2 MOAPH: German Government spending was cut by about 15% during the final years of the Weimar Republic
before the Nazi Party took control of Germany. o
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Cities that had too high of budgets and could not balance them were forced to make ‘luxury cutbacks’
such as downsizing or even closing zoos. In Hannover, close to the major city of Alfeld, the city lead-
ers considered whether to close the zoo completely. That was something the people of Hannover
really did not want. | was invited to join the discussions. Although | had made considerable animal
deliveries to the zoo between 1924/25 and recorded good visitor numbers in subsequent years, it now
suffered from a general crisis. | had been following this development for months and had made my de-
cision when called upon for advice; my plan was already set, and the necessary animals were already
procured. The City of Hannover agreed when | proposed to take over the zoo’s management. | antic-
ipated taking over the Hannover Zoo—if we could equip it with a large stock of animals from all over
the world —would certainly attract increased numbers of visitors, but securing a trial year first, before
presenting a calculation that could form the basis for a guarantee contract, if a long-term agreement
was to be made. This arrangement would help both the city and myself. Hannover would not need to
spend huge sums annually on animal purchases. Moreover, it’s a well-known fact that a private firm
can run a zoo more economically than a state run enterprise.

| also found the agreement to be a great help during the years of economic boom. The place on the
Weisse Erde (White Earth)—often receiving multiple transports from different parts of the world si-
multaneously —was no longer sufficient, as a glance at my animal stock list from 1930 clearly shows.
Regarding the number of animals, the numbers before the comma indicate the males, and those after
the comma indicate the females:

L. Ruhe Alfeld-Leine

IMPORT-EXPORT EXOTIC ANIMALS & BIRDS
LARGEST CANARY BIRD EXPORT HOUSE

A. B. C. CODE 5TH EDITION

RUDOLF MOSSE CODE

*Note: One US dollar was worth around 4 Marks during this time

ANIMAL STOCK LIST 1930:

CARNIVORES: RM
Felis tigris 0,1 Bengal tiger, young
3,0 Bengal tiger, young } trainable, 12-18 months total 22,000.—
Felis tigris sondaica 0,1 Sumatran tiger, young
0,1 Bengal tiger, pregnant.........cceoviiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s 7,000.—
Felis tigris amurensis x regalis 1,0 SiberianxBengal tiger, magnificent speciment, adult ............. 7,000.—
1,0 Bengal tiger, 3 years, scarcely noticeable cloudy
EYES, IMPOITEA ...ttt e e 2,000.—
0,1 Bengal tiger, adult, chipped teeth...........cccceveeeeeiiiiiiicciine, 2,000.—
0,1 Bengal tiger, adult, imported.............coceeeveeeeeeeeeeee e 5,000.—
Felis tigris sondaica 0,2 Sumatran tiger, adult, imported............cccooevvvveeeeeeeeenenn. each 3,000.—
Felis leo 1,1 Lion, 3 years, imported from South /Africa .................... male 4,000.—
................. female 2,000.—
1,0 Lion, 3 years, imported fromSenegal.............cccceeeeueeeeeeeenn.. 3,000.—
0,1 Lion, 2.5 years, ringtail, imported...........ccocccveeeeeeieeiieeeeien, 400.—
1,0 Lion, from imported parents approx 18 months old............... 1,000.—
1,1 Lions from Cameroon, 18 months old, freshly
imported, very well built, wild caught..............ccccoooeenn. male 3,000.—
.......................... female 1,500.—
Felis concolor 1,0 Cougar, adult SNROWPIECE.........cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn 800.—
Felis uncia 2,2 Snow leopard, adult, first-class, error free .................. each 2,000.—
Felis pardus 1,0 Leopard, YOUNG.......ccoueeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e e e e e eeeeas 500. =@
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Felis pardus 1,0 Leopard, young, imported from Cameroon, tame
1,0 Leopard, adult from Cameroon, tame
Felis onza 1,0 Jaguar, 3/4 adult
Lynx lynx 1,1 Lynx, firmly established import from Russia
1 Wildcat (from Abyssinia)
Genetta gennetta 1 Genet
Mungos albicauda 2 White-tailed mongoose
Mellivora ratel (capensis) 1,0 HONEY Dadger....ccccueieeieee i each 200.—
Canix (Nyctereutes) procyonoides Gray 20 Marten Dogs each 500.—
Acinonyx guttatus 1,1 Cheetah, approx 3/4 adult, acclimatized, not tame
1,0 Cheetah, half-grown, not tame
Hyaena hyaena 5 Striped Hyena, adult
Hyaena crocuta 1 Spotted Hyena, young, tame
Lycaon pictus 1 African Wild Dog, adult, tame
2 African Wild Dog, South African import
Canis mesomelas 0,4 Black backed Jackal
2 Fennec Fox
Ursus thibetanus Asian Black Bear
Ursus arctos Brown Bear

PACHYDERMS:
Elephas africanus 0,1 African Elephant, Central Africa import, back
height 1.10m
Elephas maximus 0,3 Indian Elephant, young, back height 1.2-1.5m
Elephas sumatranus 0,1 Sumatran Elephant, back height 1.55m
0,1 Sumatran Elephant, back height 1.75m
0,1 Sumatran Elephant, back height
0,1 Sumatran Elephant, back height 1.3m
0,1 Sumatran Elephant, back height 1.8m
Diceros bicornis 1,0 Black Rhino, Central Africa back height 90cm
1,0 Black Rhino, South Africa, back height 1.2m
1,0 Black Rhino, South Africa, back height 80cm
0,1 Black Rhino, South Africa, back height 70cm
0,1 Black Rhino, South Africa, back height 1.3m
Tapirus indicus 0,1 Malayan Tapir, back height 80cm
0,1 Malayan Tapir, young, half-grown acclimatized
1,1 Malayan Tapir, fresh import
Tapirus terrestris (americanus) 1,1 South American Tapir, acclimatized
Hippopotamus amphibius 1,0 Hippo, 1 years old
0,1 Hippo, 3/4 years old

ODD-TOED UNGULATES:
Equus zebra 0,1 Mountain Zebra, hand-raised acclimatized
Equus quagga boehmi 2,1 Bbhm’s Zebra, 1-2 years old, acclimatized
Equus chapmani 1,2 Chapman’s Zebra, 2-3 years old

2,8 Chapman’s Zebra foals, fresh import, 2 years old

Equus 0,1 Shetland pony, 3 years old, black
Equus asinus 1,0 Sardinian donkey, 2-3 years old

DEERS:

Cervus canadensis 0,2 Canadian Elk, adult each 2,500.—%7,
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Cervus canadensis
Cervus maral altaicus
Rucervus eldi
Mazama rufa

Rusa axis

Dama dama
ANTELOPES:

Giraffa tippelskirchi
Taurotragus oryx

Strepsciceros imberbis

Strepsciceros kleinere Art
Bubalis caama

Bubalis cokei
Oryx algazel

Oryx leucoryx
Oryx gazella

Oryx beisa

Aepyceros melampus
Hippotragus equinus
Hippotragus niger

Kobus ellipsiprymnus
Kobus (Adenota) kob

Redunca arundinum
Connochaetes albojubatus

Connochaetes taurinus

1,1 Canadian Elk, young, born in Europe
3,3 Caspian Red Deer, imported

1,1 Eld’s Deer, magnificent specimens
0,1 American Stag, adult

1,0 Chital Deer, adult

2,0 Chital Deer, born in Europe

0,6 Chital Deer, imported

1,0 Black fallow deer, adult

0,1 Masai Giraffe, acclimatized, height approx 2.4m

1,0 Eland, 4 years old from South Africa

0,1 Eland, young from West Africa half-grown

1,1 Eland, 3/4 adult from East Africa

0,1 Eland, 3/4 adult from East Africa, hand-raised

1,1 Greater Kudu, adult imported from Abyssinia, in
Europe 1 year

1,1 Greater Kudu, young

1,0 Greater Kudu, young

pair 6,000.—
pair 3,000.—

0,1 Lesser Kudu, 3/4 adult, in Europe over a year............ccceevueeiinnennne 2,000.—

0,1 Lesser Kudu, young

1,1 Red Hartebeest, adults, lived together

0,1 Coke’s Hartebeest, adult

1,0 Scimitar oryx, Magnificent animal, in Europe
over 2 years

0,1 Scimitar oryx, with broken horns, last year
raised an offspring

1,0 Arabian oryx, 3/4 adult, left horn strongly bent
downwards

1,1 Gemsbok, adult, 2 years old

0,1 Gemsbok, 3 years old

2,4 East African oryx, in Europe over a year, about
2 years old, all living together

0,4 East African oryx, 1 year old
1,0 Impala
0,1 Roan Antelope, adult, 2 years in Europe
1,1 Sable Antelope, adult
1,1 Sable Antelope, almost adult
1,0 Sable Antelope, about 15 months old
1,1 Waterbuck, almost adult
1,1 Waterbuck, young animals
0,1 Kob, adult
1,2 Southern reedbuck, almost adult
2,4 Western white-bearded wildebeest,
acclimatized, almost adult
Young animals
1,1 Blue wildebeest, adult, acclimated
2,2 Blue wildebeest, young animals
1,1 Blue wildebeest, young animals

pair 8,000.—

all 12,000.—

each 2,500.—

group of 1,2 6,000.—
each 1,800.—

pair 5,000.—
pair 4,000.—

pair 5,000.—
pair 4,000.—

each 1,500.—

pair 5,000.—
pair 4,000.—
pair 5,000.—
pair 4,000.—
pair 3,000.—
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RM
Connochaetes gnu 2,2 Black wildebeest, over a year in Europe, adult pair 4,500.—
2,2 Black wildebeest, young animals pair 4,000.—
Damaliscus albifrons 1,1 Blesbock pair 1,500.—
Boselpahus tragocamelus 1,1 Nilgai, adult pair 2,000.—
1,1 Nilgai, young animals pair 1,500.—
1,1 Nilgai, the young male has slightly crooked horn pair 800.—
Tragelaphus gratus 1,2 Swamp antelope, halfway grown each 2,500.—
Antilope cervicapra 1,1 Blackbuck with 0,1 offspring pair 1,500.—
2,2 Blackbuck, born in Europe pair 800.—
Lithocranius walleri 0,1 Gerenuk
Gazella soemmeringi 0,1 Soemmerrings gazelle
Gazella dorcas Dorcas gazelle each 350.—
Cephalophus natalensis Red forest duiker each 350.—
Hemitragus jemlahicus 1,2 Himalayan tahr. male 600.—
BOVINE: female 1,200.—
Bos caffer nanus 1,0 Congo Buffalo, 3/4 adult, dark variety
0,2 Congo Buffalo, dark variety each 3,000.—
1,1 Congo Buffalo, dark variety pair 7,000.—
1,1 Congo Buffalo, young, red variety pair 8,000.—
2,0 Congo Buffalo, young, red variety each 3,500.—
Bos bison 1,1 American bison, imported 3 year old male 1,000.—
2 year old female 2,500.—
1,0 American bison, born in Europe, 2 years. old
Bos karbau 1,0 Kerabau buffalo, born in Europe
Bos grunniens 1,1 Yak, young, black, imported pair 3,000.—
0,2 Yak, adult, black, imported each 2,000.—

1,1 Yak, young, black, born in Europe pair 2,000.—
1,2 Yak, adult, hornless each 1,000.—
Bos zebu 1,1 Nellore Zebu, half grown pair 4,000.—
Bos zebu abessin 0,1 Abyssinian Shorthorned Zebu young
Bos zebu ind. 0,1 Indian Zebu, medium sized
Bos zebu ind. minor 0,1 Dwarf zebu, gray
Bibos bali 1,0 Bali cattle, young

CLOVEN-HOOFED ANIMALS:

Camelus bactrianus Bactrian camel, imported siblings each 1,800.to
2500—

Camelus dromedarius 0,1 Dromedary camel, adult large heavy animal

Lama huanachus 2,2 Gauanacos, imported each 900.—

Lama glama 1,1 white llamas pair 2,000.—

1,0 brown llamas
Lama vicugna 2,2 Vicufa imported pair 5,000.—
Lama pacos 3,3 Alpacas, imported pair 4,500.—

SWINE:
Pecari tajacu 1,1 Collared peccary pair 100.—

RODENTS:

Hydrochoerus capybara 1,1 Capybara pair 500.—
Hystrix leucura Indian crested porcupine each 150.—
Hystrix africae-australis Cape porcupine

Hystrix javanica Sunda porcupine
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Viscacia viscacia
Ratufa indica

PRIMATES:
Pongo pongo abeli 1,0 Orangutan, adult
Colobus abyssinicus 2,2 Guereza monkeys
1,0 Guereza monkey, tame, used to being on chain
Mandrillus leucophaeus 1,0 Drill, fully mature
Mandrillus maimon 1,1 Mature mandrill with 0,1 young
3,1 Mandrill, medium sized

Lagothrix lagotricha 2,1 Woolly monkeys, adults
Papio papio Guinea Baboon
Papio cynocephalus 1,0 Yellow baboon, young, tame
Papio hamadryas Hamadryas baboon, young
Cercocebus fulliginosus 1,1 Gray mangabey

1,0 White back mangabey, young
Cercopithecus albogularis 7 Sykes’ monkey
Cercopithecus aethiops 1,0 Grivet, young
Simia rhesus Rhesus monkey, medium and balanced
Lemur variegatus 4,6 Black and white ruffed lemur, acclimated
Lemur catta 4,10 Ring-tailed lemur
Lemur macaco 5,6 Black lemur
Callitrix penicillata Black-tufted marmoset

MARSUPIALS:
Macropus cervinus 1,0 Deer wallaroo, adult
Macropus giganteus 1,0 Eastern gray kangaroo, adult

REPTILES:
Python reticulatus 1 Reticulated python, 24 foot long
1 Reticulated python, 22 foot long
1 Reticulated python, 16 foot long
Python bivittatus 1 Burmese python, 16 foot long
4 Burmese python, 10 foot long
Python molurus 2 Indian python, 6 foot long
Spilotes pullatus 4 Chicken snake, 5 foot long

BIRDS OF PREY:

Aquila pomarina 1 Young lesser spotted eagle from Russia
Strix flammea 2 Barn owls

Glaucidium americana 4 South American pygmy owl

Gyps fulvus 1 Large Eurasian griffon vulture

Bubo bubo 3 Eurasian eagle-owl

Bubo lacteus 1 Milky eagle-owl

WADING BIRDS:

Anthropoides virgo 18 Demoiselle crane

Grus grus 3 Common crane.

Antigone antigone 2 Sarus crane

Balearica gibbericeps
Wgﬁm OF
UARIUM &P

)




Balearica pavonina
Grus mandschuricus
Mycteria indica
Mycteria americana
Leptoptilos crumenifer
Leptopilos javanicus
Leptoptilos dubius
Dissoura maguari
Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis
Cariama cristata
Lobivanellus Strickl.
Garzetta garzetta
Phoenicopterus roseus

OSTRICHES:

Casuarius casuarius
Rhea americana
Struthio molybdophanes

Dromaeus novaehollandiae

ORNAMENTAL AND PARK BIRDS:

Phasianus colchicus x
Chrysolophus pictus
Gennaeus nycthemerus
Euplocomus vieilloti

Gennaeus horsfieldi
Pavo cristatus

Pavo cristatus (alb)
Pavo muticus
Caccabis saxatillis
Chauna cristata

WATERFOWL.:
Tadorna tadorna
Anas sponsa

Anas galericulata
Anas formosa

Anas xanthorhyncha
Anas metopias

Anas chiloensis
Anas falcata
Dendrocygna viduata
Anser magelhanicus
Chenalopex aegyptiacus
Branta leucopsis
Cygnus musicus
Cygnus atratus
Cygnus olor

Totanus pugnax

RM
12 West African crane
Manchurian crane
Indian Jabiru
2 South American Jabiru each 800.—
2 African Marabous each 600.—
2 Javanese Marabous
4 Greater adjutant
Maguari stork
Saddle-billed stork each 2,000.—
Red-legged seriema each 125.—
10 Spur-winged lapwings
2 White herons
Flamingos

5 Southern cassowary each 450-800.—
4 American Rheas each 600.—
0,1 Abyssinian ostrich
40 Moroccan ostriches males 1,500.—
females 1,200.—
each 900.—

1,1 Hunting pheasants, Mongolian crossbreed

4,2 Golden pheasants

2,3 Silver pheasants

1,0 Vieillot’s Crested Fireback pheasant

1 young Vieillot’s Crested Fireback pheasant

1,0 Horsefield’s pheasant .
2,4 Blue peafowl pair 100.—
30 white peafowl pair 200.—
5,4 Helmeted guineafowl pair 250.—
1 Stone partridge

1 Southern screamer

Common shelduck.

Wood duck

Mandarin duck

Formosan duck

3,2 yellow-billed duck

Pochard Duck

Chilean Duck

Falcated Duck

White-faced whistling duck

7,5 Magellanic Geese

Egyptian Geese

Barnacle geese

47 White swans

1,1 Black swan pair 300.—
White-crested swan pair 125.—
18 Ruffs -
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Given this extensive list, it’s understandable that the addition of the Alfeld Zoo near the major city was
ideal for my company. Once the trial year in Hannover had begun, | made the surprising discovery that
my customers, although they had less time, preferred to come to Alfeld due to its wider selection and
more original stock—probably more accustomed and therefore calmer than the zoo-bred ones. The
idea that these animals were being transferred from distant countries to Alfeld before being taken to
other places seemed to suggest a more authentic and untamed temperament, as if they were ‘zoo-
fresh’ and thus more relaxed.

However, the solution to keeping a variety of animals in Hannover and simultaneously displaying them
to the public proved beneficial. The business overran the space on occasion due to the vast land at
the Weisse Erde (White Earth), and the built-in breeding capabilities proved effective due to the rela-
tively dense population nearby. | automatically took over the management of the zoo’s office in Han-
nover, setting up an office and a residence there, as it was necessary to be frequently present.

Although it took a lot of effort, it was indeed possible to make the Hannover Zoo an attractive spot
for city visitors in a relatively short time. We frequently swapped animals and quickly replenished sold
stocks.

Understandably, the zoo became a paradise especially for children. The daily revenues soared, and
after the trial year ended, a long-term contract with the city of Hannover was concluded. Carl Eiffert, a
long-time animal trader, became the inspector and later the supervisor of the Zoological Garden.

Additionally, | could now interact directly with the general public more frequently. The presence of
especially beautiful animals often led visitors to ask the keepers if these magnificent animals were
acquired from Hagenbeck—indicative of their high quality.

The old firm of Ruhe was unknown to the public, even though we represented the largest animal
trading company in the world during those years. No wonder my old animal keepers from Alfeld were
sometimes overwhelmed by this unexpected ‘educational luck’ that fell into the public’s lap, providing
them with firsthand experiences of diverse creatures.

Here, as the ‘landlord,’ | also had the opportunity to observe the unique behaviors and reactions of the
visitors, adding a layer of personal engagement to my role at the zoo.

The immense delight that a good stock of animals in a zoo can evoke in children is magical. | must
admit, | too found joy in seeing how much interest people took in beautiful animals, as the visiting
public often came from other circles than those who frequented Cros de Cagnes, which otherwise
bored them if not all three days brought new sensations. However, the audience wasn’t always a
source of joy for us; they sometimes caused us distress with their many visits. Thus, animals also suf-
fered considerable damage through senseless and excessive feeding. Eventually, we felt compelled to
intervene. We posted signs in visible areas of the zoo, instructing not to feed the animals, particularly
emphasizing the harm of feeding sweets to them.

It was commonly understood that feeding sweets to animals could lead anyone to deduce the harmful
outcomes—animals didn’t need much besides their regular diet, and especially not items like choco-
late or other sweets. It was therefore better not to provide such things at all. It was known that even
unripe and sour fruits could be harmful. An evening’s oversight of closing led to serious damage at the
zoo—vegetables like cabbage and similar robust foods were given, which later caused severe diges-
tion problems for the animals. They were then moved for observation into the inner cages where their
drinking troughs were located. The thirstiest animals drank water—and soon they had a terrible colic?®!

3 MOAPH: Colic in animals refers to stomach issues ok
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It even happened that carnivores were thrown rotten bread and seals were given tennis balls—disas-
ters if a seal, in its innocence, swallowed one and needed urgent help, but by then, the damage was
usually irreparable. We couldn’t forbid visitors to everything; we had to allow them some liberties, but
it was also made known what types of food were permissible for each species. Many visitors under-
stood that it was in the best interest of their favorite animals to follow the feeding instructions, which
minimally reduced the damages we regularly faced.

Despite these efforts, visiting a vet was necessary not only when an animal showed signs of iliness but
also to continuously monitor even the healthy ones for the slightest signs of emerging diseases. Like
children, animals frequently had small ailments that needed attention so they wouldn’t develop into
serious illnesses. Given that the veterinary college was nearby, we could always count on the support
of professors and their best students, who would intervene preventively or assist robustly in emergen-
cies.

In 1931, the unfortunate foreign exchange control, which necessitated massive government interven-
tion in finances, came into effect—a real ordeal, in a world, from which recovery seemed like eternal
Sisyphean labor. The paperwork wars that we suddenly had to wade through were pitiful. Before any
foreign exchange approval was granted by the authorities in Hildesheim, Braunschweig, and Berlin,
weeks, sometimes more than six weeks, would pass before permissions were granted! During this
time, the most appealing offers slipped through my fingers. In the animal business, payments were
usually made in cash, sometimes upon receipt of the animals through bank credit—as soon as they
arrived. But now, an invaluable offer had to be funded, not with my ready cash, but without foreign
exchange approval! By the time the paperwork was in order, the animals had long passed into foreign
hands.

My company itself was a significant source of foreign currency, solely through the canary bird trade
with the USA, which brought in pure dollars. But this did not help much. For weeks, one had to stall
and improvise before vital business dealings were allotted foreign exchange. Although a setback, it
didn’t last long. Eventually, ways and means were found to continue business at the usual pace. We
overcame the endless waiting times for permissions by securing ‘stock’ foreign exchange permissions,
thus making up for the lost weeks eventually.

-

Hermann Ruhe with a rickshaw driver in the Lutz Ruhe, the youngest son of the author, on the American ‘farm’, fol-

South African city of Durban. lowed by a young African elephant that had already become very tame.— @/
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