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Antique and Vintage Catalogs: Time Portals to a Magnificent Past

By Emiliano Spada

What distinguishes a methodical, serious collector from impulse buyers and simple hoarders? I'm
quite sure that this question can be answered with a single word, knowledge.

The key to success in building an organized, enviable collection, whether small or large, is always an
in-depth knowledge of the items to be collected: history, rarity, current market value, main features,
etc. Of course, money is important as well, but comes after.

According to my experience in collecting aquarium antiques, the right sources of this kind of informa-
tion are the senior collectors, all the books and articles on the aquarium history published to date, and
particularly the trade literature of yesteryear.

Old catalogs offer collectors an insight into the aquarium industry of yesteryear.
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Guido Findeis catalog, Wien, 1890. When you Beldt’s Aquarium order form, 1937. Like other mail

find rare, antique pieces like this do not care order catalogs of that era, vintage aquarium cata-
about the condition and grab it! logs usually contained one or more purchase order
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“Trade literature” is a general term including advertising, technical communications, trade jour-

nals, leaflets, price lists, and catalogs (or “catalogues” in British spelling) issued by manufacturing,
wholesaling, and retailing firms. In other words, a goldmine of information about the development of
the business in the aquarium industry in terms of:

history of the companies

technology

design

marketing

consumer trends

supply evolution

prices

purchasing, payment, and shipping methods
other general conditions of sale.

| search for the trade literature as often as | can, focusing my attention especially on old catalogs.

Search tools and collectibles

About these “compasses” to navigate the mare magnum of the aquarium history, we have to keep
in mind that they were, like today’s printed catalogs, transitory and cheap creations not meant to
be preserved, but intended on the contrary to be periodically replaced by new editions (some of
the oldest usually had a longer lifespan also thanks to supplements released by firms from time to
time).

Basically, they were objects more closely related to ephemera than to books, and that’s one of the
reasons why many of them disappeared forever, or survived until today in a very limited number of

copies.
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Multiple subject catalogs from United States (1904-1932).

Towa BirpD ComMpPANY, DEs MoINES, Iowa 21

Combined Bird Cage and Aquarium.
A highly ornamental and very ingeniously arranged cage which is of fancy - octagon
shape, 12 inches in diameter and 30 inches high. As shown by our cut the fish - globe
on top is double or hollowed out, thus allowing the bird to come into the dome, so
that by looking through the fish globe it appears as though he were standing in the.
water. One of these in a public place would attract a great deal of attention.
Price $12.50. ;
PLEASED CUSTOMERS.

March 7—No words of mine can express m{ satisfaction with the bird received from you several days
ago. We call him ‘‘Sunshine,” for verily he is sunshine in our home,—Miss Elnora Ruf, Weston, Mo.

July 13,—The Red Bird which I purchased from you last May isa lovely singer and attracts a great
h

deal of attention.—Mrs. Charles Cline, DeKalb Junction, N. Y.

March 28.—The pair of St. Andreasberg canaries arrived all right and in less than ten minutes the lit-
tle fellow began singing. I am well pleased with them both.—Z. H. Diffendory, Belgium, Iil.

July 19.—T am delighted with the Mexican Double Yellow Head Parrot received from you this year-
—H. Stukenburg, Lake City, Fla.,

March 11.—To say that I am pleased with the Roller Cana received from you, is puttingylt mildly. I
%n deli‘glh]téed with his song and color. It began singing while in the express office.—Mrs. C. C. Palmer,
ena, Ark,

July 10.—The parrot arrived yesterday and I am well pleased with him.—A. H. Witham, Denmark, Me.

March 28.—The Roller Canary reached here in good condition and I am much pleased with him. Heis
a lively bird and a fine singer.—AMrs. B. Mitchell, Auburn, Cal.

April $.—Weare all charmed with the beautiful bird just received from you and thank youfor the nice
selection.—Mamie Henderson, Myers, Fl ' o

April 8.—TI am pleased with the Hartz Mountain singer just re- A
ceived from you. He began singing as soon as taken from the ship- W 4
ping cage.—Mrs. F. C. Simpson, Las Angeles, Cal.

April 22.—The: Hartz Mountain canary received from you two
weeks ago is a beautiful singer.—Mrs. C. N. Rex, Cochocton, N. Y.

April 12.—I am real proud of the Hartz Mountain singer received
from you. He commenced singing at once and I thank you for your
selection.—Mrs. A. K. Lounsbury, Pacific City, Iowa.

March 20.—Thank you for the good selection of the bird which
has just arrived. He is a fine bird and lively as a cricket.—Mrs. 4.
Chichester, Mt. View, Wash.

March 18.—The bird received from you began singing at once and
we areall delighted with him.—Mrs. %’ McKenna, Little Falls. N. Y.
Parrot Peanuts.

A nice grade of peanuts which are new crop and of
excellent quality for feeding parrots, macaws and
cockatoos as well as for human beings. They are a
highly nutritious food"and the birds are very fond of
them, Price 10 cts. per 1b.; 12 lbs. for $1.00. Post
age 10 cts. per 1b. extra.

lowa Bird Company catalog, 1904.
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Nowadays old catalogs have become much sought-after items. They are search tools for collec-
tors, as explained earlier, and collectibles at the same time. Typically, they are not that expensive.
An interesting Aquarium Stock Company product catalog from the 1950s, for example, usually
goes for $30-60 on eBay. However, if your goal is to buy antique pieces issued in limited quantities
when our hobby still wasn’t at its peak, you probably will need more money and, even before that,
will have to be lucky and skillful enough to find them!

A special feeling

It’s not only a matter of limited run and rarity with the older catalogs. It’s also a question of wider
demand. Early catalogs, in fact, usually were not monothematic and promoted a combination of
products for different pets: fish, birds, reptiles, amphibians, dogs, etc. The classic American combo
was birds and fish. The typical German mix, instead, was fish, reptiles, and amphibians. As a result,
when you are hunting for this kind of multiple subject catalog, you are probably competing with
more collectors than you would expect, and this is never a favorable situation during auctions!

Reading old catalogs, | sometimes come across illustrations of objects that | have never seen in
person or in a web picture. Basically, they are ghosts. Seeing them in a catalog, however, gives me
the awareness that they really existed, unless they were items produced only under commission
and, therefore, possibly never manufactured. This awareness charges me with adrenaline, and
pushes me to hunt for them, sometimes for years, until the moment | find them and can finally do
something | tremendously love, that is comparing the real object to its image in the catalog and
saying, “Welcome back to reality, buddy!” What a special feeling...
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Welcome back to reality, buddy! Comparing the real object to its image in the catalog is always a special mo-
ment for the author.
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AS INFERIOR KINDS ARE OFTEN
SUBSTITUTED.

TI E AQUARIUM.—LLOYD’S
DESCRIPTIVE and ILLUSTRATED
LIST of whatever relates to the AQUARIUM,
is now ready, price 1s. ; or by Post for Fourteen
St‘tmps 128 Pages, and 87 Woodcuts.

W. ALFORD LLOYD 19, 20, and 20a.
Portland Road, Regent 8 Park London, w.

Lloyd’s catalog, 1858. The woodcut depicts the Aquari-  On November 13th, 1858, Lloyd advertised his List in the
um Warehouse, the first aquarium shop in history. weekly periodical Notes and Queries (page 404).
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of THE AQUARIUM. —LLOYD’S PRACTICAL

INSTRUCTIONS AND ILLUSTRATED DESCRIPTIVE
PRICED LIST, 162 Pages and 101 ‘Engravings, Post Free for 21 Stamps.
ar — Apply direct to W, ALFORD LLDYD, Portland Road, Begent g
an | Park,London, W. ,

B g2

Notes and Queries ad, October 13th, 1860 (page 300).

The “Holy Grail”

Without a doubt, the Holy Grail of old aquarium catalogs is the “List” by William Alford Lloyd, the
first professional aquarist and owner of the very first aquarium shop in history. Lloyd’s business
started in 1855, at 164 St. John Street, London. In 1856, the shop moved to Portland Road, was
named “Aquarium Warehouse” and had its own logo (a starfish).

In order to increase sales and reputation, in 1856 Lloyd assembled a basic price list for his cus-
tomers, followed by a second list a year later. The true masterpiece arrived though in August 1858,
“A List, with Descriptions, lllustrations, and Prices, of whatever relates to Aquaria”, the father of all
aquarium catalogs and price lists.

Lloyd, who loved books and previously worked as an apprentice in the business of bookbinding
and in a second-hand bookshop, advertised his labor of love of 128 pages and 87 illustrations in
the famous weekly magazine Notes and Queries (1858, Nov. 13th). The sale price was 1 shilling, or
fourteen stamps by post.

The List had been conceived to be both a detailed description with prices of the Aquarium Ware-
house stock (live animals, plants, paraphernalia, fish tanks, stands, books, magnifying glasses,
microscopes, fishing nets, and containers), and a guide of quick tips and practical instructions —
coming from Lloyd’s direct experience — on the maintenance of the aquarium and the care of its
inhabitants. Something definitely very different from the early aquarium books which were available
in those years, full of romantic but useless Victorian suggestions.
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Gary Bagnall and William Alford Lloyd with the List in his pocket!

A Supplement with an extremely long title!

In 1860, he expanded his List with “A Supplement to A List with Descriptions, lllustrations, and
Prices of Whatever relates to Aquaria containing Practical Instructions for their Management and a
Description of a Series of Tanks in which Cheapness of Cost and Efficiency of Action are combined
to an Extent hitherto unattained”. This consisted of 34 very interesting pages plus 13 illustrations at
the sale price of 6 pence. Two years later, William Alford Lloyd declared bankruptcy and started to
work as an errand boy, later finding employment in a few public aquariums until his death in 1880.

During his career, he believed that the parlor aquarium was not a frivolous ornament but a serious
educational tool by which success could only be achieved by the understanding and application of
basic scientific principles, a modern vision unfortunately not shared by his fickle Victorian public.
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Cover closeup. The J.L. Mott Iron Works was Fiske’s primary
competitor during the 19th and early 20th centuries. It was a huge
company and, unlike Fiske, owned its own foundry.

The oversized catalog by the J.L. Mott Iron

Works.

A crazy oversized catalog!

Among the most important catalogs from the late years of the Victorian era, we cannot fail to men-
tion the ones issued by the two premium companies which made aquariums (actually a small part
of their huge business) in the United States, the J. W. Fiske Company and the J.L. Mott Iron Works.
The early editions contain stunning illustrations of fountain aquariums, parlor aquariums, rectangular
fish tanks and stands making these catalogs highly desirable works of art.

The “lllustrated Catalog of Statuary, Vases, Settees, etc. for Parks, Gardens and Conservatories
manufactured by the J. L. Mott Iron Works” that was issued beginning in 1875 is my favorite. Con-
sidered by experts as one of the more impressive American trade catalogs of the 19th century, it
enthralls collectors with its lavish engravings and its astonishing page-size of 21”x15”.

In the past, | came across a single sheet of this valuable catalog on sale for $250, and 2 genuine
copies which totally lacked illustrations of aquariums. During more than 140 years a lot of things
can happen to a catalog with no page numbers, therefore collectors, before the purchase, should
always ask the seller how many illustrations of aquariums there are in the catalog.

My copy of 176 pages contains 19 engravings depicting 3 rectangular fish tanks and 16 fountain
aquariums, plus some of the supplemental sheets which the J.L. Mott Iron Works sent when any-
thing new was added to their stock. | have never seen a copy with more aquarium illustrations to
date.

The fountain aquariums manufactured by the J.W. Fiske Company were equally spectacular and, in
those days, were also available in the catalog “Fair-Hill Terra Cotta Works” issued by the Jacob C.
Cassel Company of Philadelphia in 1877.

Cassel, who was primarily a florist and garden supplier, had an aquarium department and manufac-
tured its own aquariums, stands and ornaments as well. The rustic style, so popular at the time, was
the main source for their designs. The “Mulertt Aquarium” and the “Stump Aquarium” are two crazy
examples of the many artifacts you can find in this funny and exceedingly rare catalog.
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GENTLEMEIN

In'consequence of the ¢

at expense incurred by us in getting up this Cata

to our Customers we can oply one Copy Free of Charge. If an-Extra Copy is re

:‘ the nominal price of $35. We give this infc

rmation so you will be careful of and not mu

When anything new is added to our stock, sheets of same will be sent you, which we ask you to plea
paste ifito this Book. .

carefully

We would suggest that you pagesthe Catalogue, marking on the Price List the page of the Catalogue on which each
article is represented ; by this means, you will saveltime and also save ‘wear and tear of your Book.

The dimensions of Fountains and Vases have been"carefully revised, the height of Fountains not includifg the Jets
as'formerly. ¢

With few exceptions, all the desighs represented i this Book are original, all are Pafented ®by us, whether marked

I 50 in the Book or not, and any one using them for pafterns or designs, we will immediately prosécute according to law.
Any further information relative to the Goods will be gladly furnished by us.
Respectfully yours,

N. Y. May 1st, 1878. THE J. L. MOTT IRON WORKS.

N. B'—In consequence of the late chan;
logue by Express.

e i the Postal Lay, very materially increasing the rate of Postage, we can only. send this Cata-

A plus for collectors, this paper insert found by the author in
his copy of the J.L. Mott catalog is historically important for its
content.

One of the largest fountain aquariums
pictured in the J.L. Mott catalog.

Every single page of the Mott fountains catalog is lavishly
illustrated.

Innes’ book looks very small if compared to this
giant catalog!

The J.L. Mott catalog pictures many other “outdoor

toys” for wealthy people.
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Hunting in Germany

Starting from the late 1800s, German manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers of aquariums and
aquarium related paraphernalia played a key role in the development of our hobby thanks to their
technical, scientific, and pragmatic approach. Their product catalogs were usually full of technical
illustrations and curiosities for catalog nerds! In my humble opinion, the maximum expression of
the German aquarium industry during the pre-electricity years were the parlor aquariums manufac-
tured by Louis Heinrici and Hubertus Raab.

Heinrici’s “parlor fountains catalogs” from the early 1900s are spectacular and became tremen-
dously rare as they are also considered collectible by hot air engine and steam engine enthusiasts.
After years of unsuccessful searching, two months ago | finally had my Heinrici catalog thanks to

a well-known antiquarian bookseller from Germany. Honestly, if this gentleman had asked me to
pay with one of my kidneys instead of cash, | probably would have answered “OK, we have a deal”
without hesitation! The same bookseller gave me the opportunity to buy other pretty rare catalogs
issued by early players in the German and Austrian aquarium industry like Wenzhel Hibner, Adolf
Kiel (Heiko Bleher’s grandfather), and Guido Findeis.

Besides the above-mentioned classics, | consider equally important for every respectable collec-
tion some super rare catalogs like the Julius Reichelt from 1898, the Otto Preusse from 1902, and
the Wilhelm Sander from 1912. Other famous German firms which issued interesting illustrated
catalogs were A. Glaschker, Emil Reichelt, and Scholze & Pétzschke with its trilogy consisting of
the “crocodiles catalog” (1908), the “frogs catalog” (1913), and the “25th anniversary catalog”
(1930).

Elektromotor-Fontaine, Modell No. 3

| 3

Louis Heinrici parlor fountains catalog, early 1900s.

.
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Color plates make the Wenzel Hibner catalog, early The “air pressure fountains” equipped with Heron’s hydrau-
antique catalogs by 1900s. lic device pictured in the Wenzel Hibner catalog are spec-
Louis Heinrici much tacular.

sought-after targets for

collectors.

{g]

Mark

Scardinus erythrophthalmus, Rotfeder . . . . . 0,10 bis 030
Cobitis teenia, Steinbeilier . . . SRR (25 SR O/ )
Petromyzon planeri, Neunauge . . . . . . . . 020 . 040
Cobitis fossilis, Wetteraal . . . e RO I SSE()
Gasteroseus pungitius, neunst. St:chlmg i el el L (1 Vs (1570

5 aculeatus, dreist. Al o P (T QR (!
Leuciscus idus, Schwarzorfe . . . . . . . J . . 010 , 020
Cobitis barbatula, Schmerle . . . . . . . . . . 020 , 030
Squalius Leuciscus, Hassel . . .0 28 0 NOREEUE01558550,20
Alburnus lucidus, Schneider . *. . . ... . < =%0]12 , 020
Anguillatvulgaric FAGIEHE S SRR R R 0,105 W 0,20
Perca fluviatilis . . . UENE o SRRt 1510 % (12T
Nerina cernua, Kaulbarsch, Stuck AR R VS RS0 25 2 050
Bsox) lucluss e GRSy =il s ! e aliibto il it 2 et (B0 s

N/ Liste aller abaebbaren Planzen \V/

AN fiir: a. Wasser= (Aquarien), p. Sumptanlagen (Paludarien). ANIWA

Im Winter im Freien aushaltende, sogenannte winterharte Pflanzen sind

fi .wh* gezeichnet. : f E
; PTG )

Preis per Stick Mark
a. p. Acorus Calamus . . . S AR S s
p. i gramineus fol. var. . S Cwi =20
a. p. Alisma cordifolium L. syn. Echinodorus macrophyllus 1.50
graminifolia . . . . el SRR s
a. " natans L. syn. Ehsma nata.ns 1, TR (N e
Plaritaghil (aqiaticd) IESEN R s S T swh | =10
Plantago var. lanceolatum hort. . . . . . wh —50
ranunculoides L. syn. Echinodorus ranuncu-
loides Engelmanni . . wh —.50
. Ambulia heterophylla syn. lenophylla heterophylla, . —40
Anacharis Alsinastrum . . . s whi SO
Aponogeton distachyus | . . . . . . . . . wh 60
5 2 grandiflora . . . . . wh 150
Monostachyus Criviat ks oA S
Amndo Donax, ca. 2—4 thvhoch . .. % oL . wh —50
., 3 fol. var,, ca. I—2mhoch . . . . . wh —50
- Phragmites, Teichrohr syn. Phragmites communis, wh —.25
. fol. aur. var. syn. Phragmites com-
munis fol. aur. var. . . . P
seAZollarcanadensiSie | sivay o o s e SO R WSl
flichloides Yotz i s vo SRl SRl
k . pinnata . . b S e MR DS 2N TR IR,
. Butomus umbellatus il GRS RO BRR S i hy =)
€4bombarcarolnianaiiaes Lot . L, ST NN ER - S PSS 5
- e TOSEa s Lok S St o S50

EESRTINS A"

Adolf Kiel catalog. Back in 1901, Kiel founded one of Kiel’s stock included aquatic plants, fish, reptiles, amphibi-
the largest aquatic plant nursery in the world. ans, crustaceans, aquariums, and terrariums.
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No. 10.

Some of the aquariums pictured in Adolf Kiel’s A. Glaschker catalogs are among the most interesting technical
catalog. aquarium catalogs of the first half of 20th century.

o}

Vollalas- Aquarien.

Gins mit rundem Grotten- S
untersats wnd Grotteneinsatz, cingericitet. Nr. 18993,

1

A few fish tanks and pre-electricity heating systems promoted
by A. Glaschker.

Scholze & Pétzschke “25th Anniversary” catalog, 1930.
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American beauties & classics

Back to United States, | can’t forget to mention the Jewel Aquarium Company and Grassyfork
Fisheries, as their gorgeous catalogs featured some of the finest aquariums ever produced.

During the 1920-30s, Grassyfork Fish-  «Grassyfork style” fishbowls and aquariums.

eries issued outstanding catalogs full
of color illustrations of bucolic design
aquariums and fishbowls.

Style $:64 Stand.

Other examples of fishbowls and aquariums promoted by Grassyfork. All
these treasures are exceedingly rare in today’s market.

450-A Ornamental Stand

“Dealers’ “Display Aquarium

Grassvronx Fisususs manufactures display aquariums for dealers in 4 variety of desigas and
sizes to meec every requirement. Illustrated above is the Style 450, which s made in three
sizes. Each may be equipped with special refleccor lights. For nigh displays, and for store
inceriors where the lighting is not suffcient to show fish stocks t0 the best advantage, this
equipment will promote bigger sales totals.

‘These aquariums are fnished in black with gold highlights, or in mahogany and gold. Spe-
cial screens for dividing varieties wichin one aquarium are supplied when ordered. The 450A
aquariums all have inlet and overflow connections for ruaning water as standard equipment.

LIST PRICES
¢ frpocing

Grassyfork “Style 450”, an elegant,
large aquarium for dealers.
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Founded by Hans Jensen, a metalworker and aquarist from Chicago, the Jewel Aquarium Com-
pany became the prominent manufacturer of art deco and other unique style fish tanks during the
deco era of the 1920-30s. The “dolphin tank with seahorse legs”, the “modern aquarium” with its
modernistic stand, the “crane aquarium”, the “bungalow aquarium”, and the super rare “art aquar-
ium” (the only aquarium in Jewel catalogs that was customizable) left an indelible mark on the
history of aquarium design.

From the same era come some of the most beautiful catalogs issued by Grassyfork Fisheries, a
company established in 1899 by Eugene Shireman in Martinsville, Indiana. Although Grassyfork
produced many editions and probably distributed a very large number of copies of its catalogs for
dealers (at its peak it was the largest goldfish hatchery in the world), nowadays they seem to be
scarce and seldom come up for sale. | believe that many of them survived, but they are such an
exquisite triumph of colors that today’s owners are never ready to let them go!

Aquarium Stock Company catalogs, 1948-1965.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Why does my gravel turn black?

Why is my water cloudy?

Why does it smell?
Overfeeding too much dry food is usually the cause
of black gravel. The excess food gets into the gravel
and decays. Roots of dead plants are another caus.
This decay creates dangerous gases, fouls your water,
turning it cloudy, causing fish to die. We suggest
catfish, snails, clams and other scavengers to consume
excess food. Use of a pump and filter sctup as shown
on page 42 assures best results in this case. Plants not
growing should be removed immediately.

2. Why do my plants die?
Why is my water green?

This may be duc to three causes. (A) Too liccle light
is the most usual cause. Brown algac will usually be
found in such an aquarium. An aquarium should have
between 8 and 10 hours of good light per day. This
does not necessarily mean sunlight, as too much sun-
light often causes the temperature of the water in
the aquarium to change too rapidly. A good light,
either natural or artificial or a combination of both
is all that is necessary. (B) Too much light, natural
or artificial, can also be harmful, as it causes too much
green algac. If algac covers the leaves of the plants,
they stop growing. (C) The pH of the water is very
important. Especially if the plants are moved from
one water to another of a different PH. The plants
will then often, just “fade away”. Best pH is 7.0
t0 7.2 (See PH Testing Kits under ** Accessories™.)
We highly recommend the use of our vitamin cablets
(see page 31) which stimulate plant growth. These
tablets arc also bencficial to your fish. Fresh water
filtering clams also help purify the watcr. We recom-
mend 2 clams for cach 5 gallons of water. Should your
glass be covered with algac we suggest an aquarium
scraper be used to clean your glass. Black Mollies,
Kissing Gourami, Otocinclus (catfish) and Plecosto-
mus (catfish) eat algac off plants, stones, ctc.

3.Why do my fish clamp their fins?
This is usually a warning that they are catching cold.
Check the temperature of the water and raise same

48

up to 80 degrees for several days. Add three tables-
spoons of * Aqua Remedy” to each 10 gallons of water.
Look out for white spots (Ich). See next question.

4. My fish have white spots on their fins and body.
Why?

(Ichthyophthirius—a one-celled para-
¢ always the result of chill. They break
out o the fins of the fish first and in advanced stages
cover the rest of the body. It the fish is treated im-
mediately it is casily and quickly cured. This is done
by raising the temperature of th o 8055
degrees for about a week and tre
one of the many remedies listed under

G e S I i e e
used, disconneet the filter until fish are cured so the
remedy is not filtered out. Allow the acrator to operate
continually however. Tn about 7 to 10 days the spots
will have disappeared and the temperature of the
water may slowly be lowered again to beeween 72
and 80 degrees.

5. | found a dead fish, partly eaten—Why?

Fish, being for the most part carnivorous animals
will often feed on a dead fish. Sceing a fish cating
another dead one, does not necessarily mean that he
has killed it. Fish will also often” finish off” a dying
fish, that they would not otherwise molest. The
stomach is usually caten out first.

6. How long should | age my water before using it?
Aging water is no longer necessary. The use of Agua
Anti-Chlorine Crystals removes all traces of chlorine
from the water in a matter of scconds (sce page 31).
Then 2dd 4 tablespoons of Aguu Remedy for cvery 15
gallons of aquarium water. This procedure ages and
conditions tap water immediately and also acts as
a disease preventative for your fishes.

7. Why do my goldfish die?

In most cases this results from insufficient aic. Gold-
fish should not be crowded. We recommend approxi-
mately a 1” goldfish to each gallon of water. If more
goldfish are used per gallon an aerator should be
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“Instructions to Customers” from the Aquarium
Stock Company, 1950.

Please look carefully at the questions on this page before writing to us. They represent more than
90% of the questions which are asked repeatedly. If you do not find your answers here, we shall be
glad to answer your questions by mail. Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

employed. A small air pump such as the Aquadi-
tioner or Tropic Acrator will give off cnough oxygen
to make it unnccessary to change water unless i is
foul (generally duc to overfeeding).

8. May catfish, snails and clams
all be put into the same tank?

Yes, certainly, Catfish and Snails will cac uncaten
food overlooked by the other fish. Tn this way i
help prevent the water from getting cloud
on the other hand, clear cloudiness out of the
but they do not feed, as the Catfish and Snails, \\yon
uneaten food. Catfish do not, contrary o popular
belicf, eat waste thrown off by other fish. If you de-
sire to remove such waste, a DIP TUBE, SYPHON,
or best of all a FILTER should be used

9. How often and how much

should | feed my fishes?
See **Overfeeding—Public Enemy No. 1" on page 5
which gives a complete explanation.

T
anwoodic Advertiing, New York, New Yock
Tllustrations and drawings by Thomas Ruzicka.

Aquarium Stack Company Inc. » New York, Los Angeles

Many vintage catalogs had a “Questions and Answers” page.
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Aquarium Stock Company purchase order
form, 1948.
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Aquarium Stock Company, Beldt’s Aquarium, Metaframe, Wardley’s, these are only some of the
many other American firms which left a mark on the 20th century aquarium industry. Their catalogs,
back in the day distributed in massive numbers, are very collectible and quite easy to find. Except
for the early editions, prices usually start as low as $10 and go up to $80. Most of the time, howev-
er, | prefer not to buy them on eBay auctions, the typical hunting territory for nostalgic buyers look-
ing for something reminding them of the good times, and for completist collectors trying to grab the
missing puzzle piece. Both these categories of buyers are usually ready to spend much more than
the correct market value. My first option with these kinds of vintage catalogs is to buy them in bulk
from specialized booksellers and other collectors.

About most of the catalogs by Beldt’s Aquarium, | want to mention a simple but crucial detail that
makes me love them. I'm referring to the publication date that saves the collectors a lot of research
work and headaches! Many catalogs of yesteryear, in fact, are undated, and sometimes it’s quite
hard to give them a reliable publication date, especially when you don’t have other catalogs from
the same company to compare.

AQUARIUM STOCK COMPANY, INC.
Serving Aguriam Hobbyists for Over Fifty Years
5

In the Bast: 38 1 the Wese: c
27 Murray Stees, New York 10007, New York, COrdande 71 323 8070 Bevrly B, Los Angels, Cl, 0048, OLive 3930 o E THE GUPPIES
i J— .

PURCHASE ORDER FORM
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Shipping Continars 1 Depost, f any

Totel Amoun Endowd
TContinus your order on the other sde of ehls shest)

Aquarium Stock Company purchase order  Color plate by Thomas Ruzicka. Aquarium Stock Company catalog,
form, 1965. 1950.

Beldt’s Aquarium catalogs, 1931-1946.
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Beldt’s Aquarium
GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO CUSTOMERS
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“General Directions to Customers”
from Beldt’s Aquarium, 1931.

BELDTS AQUARIUM

A FEW UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS : LFet

We are including}:he&e few abstracts of letters to
show that distance is no boundary for good service,
and that we can actually make shipments of fish

anywhere in this country. You will be satisfied
to deal with us and we always appreciate hearing
from you, even if you have a complaint coming.on a

and have them arrive alive, and in good condition

Gillette, Wyo.
Nov. 28, 1932
Beldt’s Aquarium:

T received the two pair of
Guppyi and tadpole this morn-
ing, and they appear to be in
excellent condition.

Edna Archibald
¢/o Campbell Co. High Schoal

Clarksville, Tenn.
April 18, 1932

Beldt’s Aquarium:
1 was so satisfied with your
plants last year, that I want
you, to suggest lilies for my pool

again.
Mrs. J. C. Gill

Chariton, Towa
June 9, 1932

Beldt's Aquarium:
Perhaps you might be 1n-
t:rested to know I successfully
filled the cracks in my pool with
your black Asphaltum enamel.
One crack was so large the water
sceped out.  Sarah Jane White

Coldwater, Mich”
Tan. 8. 1932

rium catalog, 1934.

Denver, Colo.
March 3151932

Beldt’s Aquarium
Shlpmcnt reuclved QK Not

a fish lost.
J. M. Lowell
Honolulu, Hawaii

April 9, 1932

Beldt’s Aquarium
All the fish received from you,
but one Barbus, received in 1930
are still alive, fully grown, and

healthy.
P. W. Rushforth

San Jose, Costa Rica
9571952
Beldt’s Aquarium:

The shipment arrived in per-
fect condition, and all fishes are
doing very well. Fanciers here
tell me it was exceedingly good
luck, because nobody here has
been able to receive the fishes

alive.
E. F. Alvarado

Azuso, Calif.
Teb. 10, 1932

Testimonials for Beldt’s Aquarium, 1934.

shipment. Tell us; it’s our business. gis

Minneapolis, Minn.
April 19, 1952
Beldt’s Aquarium:
The fish reached me in ex-
cellent condition,
Jeannette Corser

Omaha, Texas
April 27, 1932
Beldt’s Aquarium:
I just want to tell you that
I am well pleased with the collec-
tion of Calicos, Japs, and Moors
you shipped to me recently.
They are a healthy and vigorous
bunch and have spawned in my
ponds. I did not expect so many
hxgh price fish for the price.
E. Y. Anthony

St. Joseph, Mo.
April 10, 1932
Beldt’s Aquariu;

1 have taken care of my night
blooming water lilies accordmg
to your directions in your large
book, and have quite a number
of small plants in 3" pots.

Cliff H. Rivers
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Nothing very old from Italy

In Italy, the hobby of fishkeeping in its modern meaning (tropical fish instead of just goldfish and
native fish) developed after WWII. One of the early tropical fish stores, started as a secondary
business during the 1930s inside a stationery shop, was “Acquario Tropicale De Santis” in Rome, a
place where dreams came true for many ltalian enthusiasts.

Unfortunately, only a few traces of this business have remained, and the same goes for its owner,
Giovanni “Nino” De Santis. An undated general catalog probably from the early 1950s is what we
have today, together with a few other documents I collected from Italian old-timers.

Besides standard shape fish tanks, the catalog promoted unusual lantern aquariums and picture
frame aquariums including the “Rosamaria” model, a wall fish tank named after De Santis’ beloved
daughter.

One of the early suppliers of this shop was the well-known Aquarium Stock Company. Since times
were tough in ltaly after the war, De Santis on some occasions paid the company in New York with
money, but other times sending them lots of ceramic aquarium ornaments manufactured by Italian
craftsmen.

De Santis was a pioneer whose great enthusiasm inspired the early generations of Italian aquarists.
Among his followers, there was a young Werther Paccagnella, who regularly visited the shop in the
early 1940s. Paccagnella remained so fascinated by the potential of this hobby that he decided to
start his own business, “Acquario di Bologna” (the company later changed its name to “Euraquari-
um”), the most important firm in the history of the hobby here in Italy up to the 1980s.

Wall aquarium model “Rosamaria” by De Santis.

T

Acquario Tropicale De Santis general catalog, early Acquario di Bologna and Euraquarium catalogs,
1950s. 1950s-1980s.




All the catalogs and price lists issued by this company are the classic starting point for Italian collec-
tors. The earliest Acquario di Bologna price list from my collection is dated 1954. One of my favorite
catalogs, quite easy to find, is the “a/11”, as inside it you can find the funny “Hermes 65 SM”, an
aquarium sold as... a construction Kkit!

220/R Filiro Eheim 2030 (ox 587) 221/R Filtro Eheim 2034 (ox 568)

@ Ouesti pezzi_costituiscono un set e vanno ordinati @ Ouesti pezzi costitulscono un set e vanno. ordinati © Quest o cosiuiscono un set ¢ anmo_ardat
con il n_ 747185, con i n. 747185 . 747310

usare_esclusivamente | numeri grandi; | usare esclusivamente | numeri grandis | Per ovdinazoni usare esclusivaments | oumerl grands |
LG e s sl e e e o e o neesote numeri piccoli si fiferiscono alla vecchia. numerazione.

222/R - 223/R Cariche o cartucce fitranti per flr « Eeim >
Vedere 305/R

Euraquarium catalog, spareparts section.
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“Zen catalogs”

The graphically dazzling catalogs issued by the Japanese company ADA (Aqua Design Amano) are
well-known to aquascapers and collectors for their innovative layouts and for the gorgeous photo-
graphs. They are among the few modern catalogs | collect.

Takashi Amano, ADA founder, opened his first Japanese shop in 1984, and started to sell his own
aquarium products a year later. The first ADA catalog was distributed in 1986, and it was a leaflet
printed in black and white, far from the impressive later editions. As often happens with “the very
first of everything,” today this exceedingly rare catalog has become a much sought-after collectible.

Another two valuable targets for collectors are both the ADA general catalog from 1994, popular as
“the catalog with a frog on the cover,” and the ADA 2001 catalog, also known as the “leaf catalog”
or “the green one”! Pages 72 and 73, notably, make the leaf catalog very special as they depict
Amano’s collection of antique Japanese fishbowls, and the enigmatic “Cube Garden Excellent” (this
is the translation | had from a Japanese friend of mine). The story behind this small fish tank (L25x-
W20xH20 cm - L9.8”xW7.9"xH7.9”), which never went into a regular production, is almost a legend.
At the end of the 1990s, Amano decided to produce the perfect aquarium using the clearest glass
ever manufactured for the aquarium industry, a minimalist museum piece ready to go on the Guin-
ness World Record book. In 2001, the publication date of the leaf catalog, the price for this small
treasure averaged around $9,900 (¥ 1,200,000).

As far as | know, only one or two specimens were manufactured by hand before the project failed
for technical reasons. Currently, a Cube Garden Excellent is in Italy.

sﬂi‘:‘n\fpxim
.

The author always looks for Fuijifilm large format
slides by Amano, focusing his attention on the
ones used in ADA books, leaflets, and catalogs.
Here a slide showing the same aquarium with
Guppies pictured in the ADA product catalog
from 2000.

ADA Cube Garden Excellent.
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Auction and booksellers’ catalogs as reference works

Auction catalogs are inventories of items to be sold at auctions. They can be of great interest for
collectors, museums, and dealers since they usually include detailed descriptions and helpful in-
formation on the objects: provenance, estimated price, reserve price, historical significance, pho-
tographs, comparative analyses, and descriptive essays by experts. These catalogues are also key
documentation for rare items coming from huge private collections.

In the past, and sometimes still today especially in the field of antiques, auction houses used to
send printed catalogs to their best and regular customers before the auction date. Booksellers
have always been present in the recipient lists, and they usually asked for extra copies to sell after
the auction. Thanks to their historical significance, some of these catalogs end up for sale in books
auctions as well.

At the end of the whole process, auction houses generally provided and still provide the hammer
prices list, a bare listing of lot numbers and final sale prices. Before the purchase of an auction
catalog, | always ask the seller if the hammer prices list is available as it is a precious tool to trace
the worth of many items in time.

JESCHKE | VAN VLIET |u—

Catalogue 85
Herpetology

An auction catalog (left), and a classic example of mod- In 2017, Frank Wolter’s huge collection of old fish books

ern catalog regularly issued by an antiquarian bookseller ~ and related literature went on auction sale in Germany.
(right). The catalog issued for this auction is already a collect-

ible.

% FOR SALE
\  ANTIQUE AQUARIUMS, PET,
and VETERINARY Related Items
Gary Bagnall  List#5
3100 McMilian-Road .

San Luis Obispo, CALIF 93401 U.S.A.

Gary Bagnall’s vintage catalogs, 1980s.




Antiquarian booksellers’ catalogs are very similar to auction catalogs and equally of great inter-

est. Surfing on eBay | came across two special, old-school catalogs issued in the 1980s by Gary
Bagnall, the founder of the MOAPH. They both contain a funny, exciting mix of books, mags and
catalogs, but also aquariums, fishbowls, fish food tins and other old stuff for the pre-web collectors
of that time. | have never seen other catalogs with this variety of aquarium treasures. About their
graphic layout, | prefer to say “no comment Gary”!

| JEWEL AQUARIUMS e JEWEL AQUARIUMS

/5‘),;);& .

A Schiffer Book for Collectors

A few examples of books written by collectors for collectors. These kinds of works often contain old catalogs reprints

and are very helpful search tools. The last one on the right is the Sanguinetti catalog (2016), the most important guide
to Liebig trade cards. .
Ohe
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