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The Third and Fourth Gotha Aquarium
Societies, Founded in 1922 and 1927

by Hajo Herrmann

They wanted a society of their own—the workers and the less well-funded former members of the as-
sociation “Nymphaea.” It is always problematic when affluent, and no doubt better educated, individ-
uals seek to patronize others. And in Germany, since 1918 and the founding of the Weimar Republic,
people had been allowed to breathe in the scent of freedom and genuine democracy. They were no
longer too timid or fearful to act with confidence. And so they resolved to establish, independently, a
new aquarium and terrarium society. After endless discussions within the association “Nymphaea,”
discussions that were truly not always conducted in a democratic spirit, those lovers of vivaristics
could endure it no longer—people who not only wished to venture into new territory but who, out of
the necessity of their own existence, also hoped to earn a little extra through their hobby. And so, on
August 19, 1922, the association “Danio” was brought into being.
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Group of aquarists from the Danio society during a group hike to pond-collecting at the GroBer Seeberg near Gotha



The renowned Wochenschrift fir Aquarien- und Terrarienkunde honored the founding of the new
Gotha society with a detailed notice: “Gotha. ‘Danio’ (K. Wagner, Jentzstrasse 10). On 8/19 a second
society was founded here under the above name; its aim is the promotion of aquarium and terrarium
keeping—meetings every Saturday, precisely 8 p.m.—guests welcome—club premises ‘Gambrinus,’
Gartenstrasse 16.” The founders of the Danio society were without exception former Nymphaea
members, namely those whose voices had not been taken seriously or accepted by the rather aloof
executive committee there. This fact ensured that the new, parallel society in Gotha opened up genu-
ine competition. Every activity was compared —first breeding successes, exhibitions, outdoor installa-
tions. Even then, both societies stirred up publicity in the form of articles, notices, and reviews in the
German vivaristic journals, which were becoming more numerous by the year. It is true: competition
leads to positive developments and new trends, for both societies measuring themselves against one
another.

From the founding of the Danio society onward, Kurt Koch served as chairman. He always took the
initiative in all activities. Koch was a businessman and an enthusiast in equal measure. His private fish
breeding had already taken on a professional character at that time. From then until the 1970s he lived
at RoseggerstraBe 6, where, in the courtyard of his residence, he operated a low building with con-
crete water basins—a large and modern breeding facility for aquarium fish by the standards of the era.
While fry were raised in the concrete basins holding several hundred liters, breeding pairs and many
other fish were housed in aquariums of varying sizes on metal racks lining the walls of the building. As
a student | visited Kurt Koch in 1972 —but more on that later, when the subject turns to aquaristics in
the GDR period.
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Kurt Koch, founder of the Danio society Kurt Koch’s house at RoseggerstraBe 6 in its present-day condition

It was also Koch'’s idea to organize a major vivaristic exhibition in 1925 in one of the famous classical
buildings of the Gotha Orangerie. The preparations were immense. With enormous effort, aquariums,
terrariums, tropical plants in tubs, specimens, and all manner of decorations were assembled. The
members of the Danio society displayed not only their own charges in the exhibition tanks but also
those of their friends from other cities and societies —just not those of the Nymphaea members, which
went without saying given the rivalry. For this exhibition was meant to propel the Danio society into
the lead, to overtake Nymphaea. And so, with great fanfare in the press, the “Naturwissenschaftliche
Ausstellung veranstaltet vom Verein der Aquarien- und Terrarienfreunde ‘Danio’ Gotha” was o
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ceremoniously opened on July 8, 1925. It ran until July 19 and was visited by thousands of people,
foremost among them school classes. The high professional standard was fully met. Under Kurt Koch,
the Danio members were able to prove to the elite Nymphaea members—who until then had tended
to look down their noses at their former colleagues —what impressive achievements they were capa-
ble of. And the fact that precisely their clientele —students and the educated middle class of Gotha—
flocked to the exhibition could not leave them unmoved.
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Letter from the Danio society to the Gotha authorities concerning the exhibition
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Entrance to the Gotha Orangerie with signage  Entrance hall of the southern building of the Orangerie with aquariums and
for the Danio exhibition terrariums

The exhibition guide documents the scope of the display, especially the tropical aquarium fish already
available at the time and successfully bred in Gotha. But it also explains the purpose of the vivaristic
hobby in its introductory text: “Only those who connect themselves closely with nature and engage
with it are able to appreciate its inexhaustible richness. Since sufficient opportunity for this in the wild
is denied to most people owing to professional and domestic obligations, one must create a fragment
of nature in one’s own home. What could be more natural than a biologically arranged aquarium or
terrarium?” One further point is mentioned publicly for the first time in the exhibition catalog: the Danio
society was a member of the already active VDA (Verband deutscher Aquarien- und Terrarienvereine),
which to this day remains the umbrella organization for the German-speaking world.
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Guide to the Natural Science Exhibition organized by the Society of Aquarium and Terrarium Enthusi-

asts “Danio” Gotha ot
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Bum Geleit!

@zn unerfdhdpflichen Reidytum der Natur weiff nur derjenige u beurteilen,
der fid) eng mit ihr verbindet und Da Belegenh
Bierzu in dec freien Satur den meiften Menfdyen infolge gefdhiftlicher und
bauslidher Jnanfprudynahme nidyt moglich ift, muf er fich einen Matur-
ausfdnitt im eigenen Heime fdhaffen. TBas mwickte biec natiiclicher als ein
biologifd) eingeridytetes

Aquarium oder Terrarium.

Der Gefang eines ef LBald- oder F gels ift £ o frei
und frifch wie dec feiner freien Artgenoffen, er mickt bielmebr bittend, ibm
die Freibeit guriidzugeben. Das gleidhe Bild biefen uns die vermwerfliden
Goldfifchglocten; fie ftellen nur ein IMartyrium fiir ihre Jnfafjen dar und
Ednnen nicht fharf genug beFdmpft werden. Anders liegt die Gade bei einem

natiiclich eingerichtefen Aquarium.

Hiex fallen alle Glasverziecungen, die in tunden Gefifen die Fifdhe in allen
m" lich [ten und verss Formen ecfdheinen laffen, fort. — Gin
ium, das feiner Befe fpredjend bepflanst ift, wird ju Redht als
Mafur im Haufe”

angefprodyen.  Ein natiiclid) eingerichtetes Aquarium bereitet feinem Befiger
Gtunden reinfter Freude und Bolung, denn feine Snfaffen Befinden fidh in
ibrem Glement und geben fidy frei und bdmi}d}. Nicht 3u unterfhigen ift
~ Der Iert eines Aquariums fiic unfere Jugend, denn die Aquacienfunde wickt
(nd und erzieherifd auf das Gemiit der. Rindec ein. Crfreulidhermeife
dies in den legten Jabien aud) von den Gdyulleitungen ecbannt und

rien bieten beute reichen Beob, gs- und
ql»ﬁniennusfp:u@ »wie Eann man fich nuc auf die @nuu:' fllilr
n, fie bieten dod) nur tdglich dasfelbe Bifd*. Heute find
Gpredyer, i) richtig aufgeb(dict murden, tiidytige Aquarianer,
a tn der Aquatienfunde fiefer liegt. Die Be-
ortpflanzung, das Grgriinden cines gemwifjen
Das find alles Dinge, die den witklidyen Lieb-

3 Der Befiger
ndjes Ddas ec in der Freibeit nur auf
dlid) gu ftudieren und Gtunden wicklicher

Pages 2-3: Society board and foreword

A. Grofifdhe Abteilung

Befegung Heimat Pilangen Fages

fic der Aquarien- und s Eunde ift suerft das Halten von
einbeimifcen Tieren ju empfehlen. Cs gibt beEen eine grofie 9Menge,

die fid) biersu eignen und dabei viele, die den ,Eroten” an Garbenpradyt nidt
suciidftehen. Segtere Pommen erft in Grage, wenn dec anfﬁn_gn mit ein-
dhen Tieren g [t bat. G wird aud) hier
1vieder mi den am [eichteften 3u zichtenden Tieren beginnen und dann Gtufe
fiir Gtufe meiter auf diefem iiberaus grofien Stoff bietenden Bebicte borgeben.

er ausftellende Berein ift gern bereit, jede weitere Auskinft u ecteilen.
@ Aus. pf:nlﬂfd;m &:fobu':n:en Beraus mddyte id) jedod) jeden angebenden
der Aquari D Serr nodj e nicht mit grofen -
Anlagen anjujangen, denn die Pragis Hat gegeigt, daf nuc Der ein edyfer
Liebhaber gerworden ift, dec Elein begonnen bat. Das Halten mebrerer Be-
Bilter ecgibt fich dann aus den gefammelten Erfu[;rung_zn von felbft, nue muf
grofter IBect darauf gelegt werden, den Pflegl Ddie Freibeit
31 erfegen, d. b. der Bebilter muf den natiiclidyen Anfpriichen dec Ziere ent-
fprechend grof und eingeridytet fein. X 8
ausftellende Berein gebort dem BVerband deutjcher Aquarien- und
ta;:!i’:‘n-muelne an “§"§ ‘fann Bierburd) feinen IMitglicdern Borteile
bieten, die der Eingellicbhaber nicht entbebren follte. Crmiil
. die Unfall- u. Hoftpflichtvecficherung, die 3u einem duferft nicdrigen Beitrag
von jabelic) INE. 1.80 den INitgliedern Dectung filr al Ausiibung der
tjtehende Schaden (Bohnungsfdha nen.

Danio rerio Oftindien | Ludwigia mulertti Bebra-
» analipunctatus o . paluftris barbe
» albolineatus Vallisneria spirialis
» malabaricus Schraubenvallisneria
Barbus conchonius Myriophyllum ajﬁm’s Pradht-
» semifasciolatus triton | bacbe
Nuria danrica ia Slugbarbe
» malabaricus s “abor
Haplodhillus chaperi | Beftafrifa|Pilularia
» panchax Borneo, |Nitella flexilis
aba
» lineatus Oftindien |Sagittaria natans
» V. Cap Lopez Waffeckleefarn
» dayi Koi) Heteranthera
Zosterifolia
. panchax plaifairi Vallisneria spiralis
Fundulus gularis blau |2Beftafrifa|Ludwigia mulertti
Betta splendens Hinterind. - palustris
» rubra » Pilularia
Makropodus viridi Oftafien |Sagittaria chinensis
Spibsjchwanzmakropode - lodea densa
Urftamm Makropode o »  crispa
'Osphromenus trichop-
~ ferus Hinterind. [Schraub. llisneria
Jordanella floridae lorida  |Sagittaria natans
| Trichogalfter lalius ftindien |Vallisneria spiralis
' labiosus | Hinterind. z
Pfeudocorynopoma
o dorai

e
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3  |Umaz.-Gtr.| Ludwigia palustris
Haplodhillus lineatus [ Dftindien [Sagittaria natans
Tetra v. Rio Brafilien |Ludwigia mulertti
Haplodhillus panchax |Borneo, |Myrophillum affinis
> ava | Waflectleefarn
peri eftafrifa| Ludwigia mulertti
|Ygypten |Myrophillum
Ditafien |Sagittaria natans
Argentin. [Ludwigia palustris
Giidamerit Myrophillum affinis
gypten | Ambulia heterophilla
Borderind.| Vallisneria spiralis
| Dftindien Z

88

-Sm’eﬁlo" 4 Ludwigia palustris

L ia palustris
Myrophillum triton

Pages 4-5: Foreword and list of freshwater aquariums T
Museum oF




Phlangen Penery Befegung Heimat Dilangen T

Befegung | Seimat tungen

i lats ii Vallisneria spiralis Haplochillus chaperi | ZBeftafrifa [ Myrophillum triton
Iﬁf:tlét?ot Merifo  |Ludwigia palustris  [Jungffe Lusfvt;tlrgflf‘;efﬂm

i is bimaca-
Hen}gaurso A Teftafrita| Sagittaria natans X Makropodus viridi Ditafien. | Cabomba ]
Ludwigia mulertti Ctenobrycon spilurus |Amaz.-Str. Myrophillum Gejelc
Pfauenaugenbarfdh tordamer.| Sagittaria natans Xiphophorus helleri | Merito | Sagittaria [djaftEs
Danio rerio Dftindien |Pilularia Lebistes reticulatus Giidamerit.| Elodea crispa
.. albolineatus o Ludwigia palustris - 3 Platy rot mgglfo
Lebistes reticulatus iidameri. mulertti 5 Barbus chonchonius | Dftindien
Barbus conchonius Ditindien - Tetra rot und gelb Brafilien |
Xiphophorus helleri  [Nittelamk.| Sagittaria chinensis Gdyeibenbarfd) Ber. Staat| Ludwigia Vallxsnena
Danio rerio & natans Paratilapia multicolor |lgypten |Ludwigia Heteranth.
. malabaricus Makropodus viridi Ditafien | Vallisneria spiralis
Lebistes reticulatus Haplochillus chaperi - | ZBeftafrifa| Nitella flexilis
laty Danio rerio Dftindien [Ludwigia mulertti Sﬂnsﬁf;;
Gdyeibenbarfd) Ber. Gtaat.[Heteranth. Zosterifolial Pterophillum scalare  |Amaz.-Str.| Iris pseudo)
X Myrophillum triton ¥ - Acorus japanicus B msma
Acaracoeruleo iid if.| Elodea crispa F | Ambulia
Ambulia Heros spurius & Sagittaria Ludwigia ﬂlauﬂﬂﬂl
Barbus conchonius DOftindien (Pilularia Budhe paar ; Elodeo-Arten Gifde
Pterophillum scalare |2mazonas | Schraubenvallisneria m. Jungen Danio rerio > Dftindien dto. i 7
Goldplaty Pilularia Baftard Badis-badis B i dto.
Xiphophorus rot Lebistes reticulatus Giid amerit, dto.
Tetra v. Rio rot SBtuﬁ!len Sagittaria natans 3 Xiphophorus helleri IMerito L
Copeina guttata £.[Ludwigia mulertti Danio rerio Dftindien
Xiphophorus helleri Sagittaria natans » albolineatus s
Lebistes reticulatus Dilularia e - 3 Tetra ocellifer Amaj.-Str.|
Danio rerio Schraubenvallisneria Pterophillum scalare | el Ludwigia palustris
»  albolineatus : Schraul envallxsnena
Platy, verfd). Baritdten : Xiphophorus helleri Nerifo
Xiphophorus helleri  [MittelamE| Vallisneria spiralis Lebistes reticulatus Siid amerit.| 4
Lebistes reticulatus Giidamerit.| Ludwigia mulertti Pterophillum scalare: |Amaz.-Gtr.| Sagittaria natans !
Barbus conchonius Djtindien | Myrophillum affinis Gdyertfifd), rot 2 Cabomba Pilularia | :
Danio rerio = - triton Xiphophorus helleri  [IMittelam€.| Ludwigia mulertti Gefell-
. albolineatus i 2 Lebistes reticulatus ~  |Giibameri€| Sagittaria natans [ Tdafts-
Ctenobry con spilurus Amaz.-Gee - Platy rot IMerifo X Ly
Haplodhillusv.CapLopez| Pilularia - ! Danio rerio i Dftindien 1 3
Goldplaty Ludwigia mulertti Baftard »  albolineatus % :
Tetra v. Rio gelb-rot |Brafilien i i Barbus conchonius - 1
Osphromenus  trichop- Heteranth. Zosterifolial 2 Tetra v. Buenos Aires Ludwigia mulertti ¢
terus gintetinb. Ambulia Acara portalegrensis Giid amerit.| Sagittaria chinensis  [Sudtpaar
Darahlapna multicolor |3lgypten = | > natans
Chandito It inien| Sagittaria natans u. . longirosta
f Schraubenvallisneria Acara portalegrensis  |Giid amerit.| Sagittaria chmen515 Aufgudyt-
5| Badis-badis £ Borderind, 5 - - |Elodea densa Decen
Osphromenus trichop- : Neotroplus carpindis | 9erito Sagittaria chinensis [febr ftreit-
terus o g'"f"i"h v Acorus japanicus fadtig
Spifs[di spode| Oftafien | Sagittaria natans u. Fundulus gularis blau |2Beftafrifa| von 79—GSdluf
Urflamm-Makropoden A Schraubenvallisneria Tetra v. Buenos Aires - Eehren die Pflanzen-
Ctenobrycon spilurus [maz.-Gtr|Sagittaria natans = Paratilapia multicolor |(gypten |arten wieder wie fdhon
Barbus condhoriius Dftindien = chinensis Haplodhillus panchax | berzeichnet
Nuphar plaifari X

»
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Pages 6-7: List of freshwater aquariums

%feﬂung II, Tecrarien

9. 1 befest mit-’ﬂg pae idedyje, TWalbeidedf Gmaragd-

Haplodhillus lineatus | ftindien ; x 'qgﬁ elnatter, Ringelnatter, Curop, GumpffdhildErste

ggl:})erf?m‘yd)ﬂz %!B:né i . 2 .ﬁ.‘nggnnumr Blatte ET(nf(er, Bo:nnatte: oty
elbenbar] . q

Dtecophillumiccalaregl§ Jiiog Oty : . A S Sy 4 et .{,M eactie, Bespfel.

5 ils, 2 » ¢ Erote, Rotbaudy-Linke, Gelbbaudy-Lnte, Geburtshelfer-

Cichlasoma nigrofas- este, Blindfchleiche

ciatum Brafilien
%edljoneS%? d)belitanus Merifo 5  bteilung 111, Geemwafjerbecten L
wert| rot . L, HobL elfen,
Xiphophorus helleri  [Mittelam, erbfuﬁmﬂe;’:':f UB};!%‘::““ - Hdblencofen,

Lebistes reticulatus |Giid amerit,
Danio rerio Oftindien s Abteilung IV, Kaltwafjerfiihe
Plgty rSnglmemus S)Teg'f . (bei einheimifher Befegung audy einbeimifhe Bepflangung)
T 1fo

I)‘(ighophorus l'lnelleri Smlftelnmg" b Befegung Gemertifipeniny

ebistes reticulatus ii it o 7
Paratilapia multicolor |avpten gfﬁg{ﬁe ;)"%Sﬁnigtm"fd{gt Gt
Haplochillus lmeatus Dftindien ¥ wergmels ocdamerita

CapLopez garpfen 6) A | Ginbeimifcy

Befesung Selnat Pflangen ﬁ:‘";;

(o,
ve' v

5
Haplochxllus Ichapen Leftafrita SRo eder 8) @olbm:fen i3

ineatus | Oftindien
bedten 9| Goldfifde

lor el Sl ey 10| Dreiftaciliger Stichling

» albolineatus - | g %Zﬁantm{;IIgn Gtidyling
Barbus conchonius A
Ctenobrycon spilurus  (Ama;.-Str,| }2 %f“["e Seld’;fd;[m
Tetro v. Rio rot Brafilien : dlefer{dymang
Platy rot Merito 5 el 5 QIgoIof[ (melﬁ) 16) (

S : S 15| Gonmerbactsy

i i i ngfijdje |

Mollienesia velifera d B ”fnuennngenbu:ﬁi, ;

Hemichromis bimacu- |
latus TWeftafrifa i Minnden 20 @iumunfburf \ﬁ

Chirodon arnoldi Nerito

Belosenox belizanus 3

Xiphophorus helleri  [IittelamE,

Lebistes reticulatus  |@iid ameriE.,

Platy rot DMerifo

. gold

»  nigra &

»  maculatus 5

Copeina guttata 2Amaz.-Gtr,

gimdinus reticulatus %ﬁbnme:i!. ®elh

anio rerio ftafien % 4 elbrandEifer

112| Lebistes reticulatus Siid amerif.| ‘Slgfﬁ’ﬁ: affera EI&EB

113| Xiphophorus helleri  [INittelam| -—6250. | Edfer, Cibellen[art

Platy rot OMerifo e | Rudermanze, Kby

115 gold : Lacven (slrd;fumr) o

Leblstes reticulatus Giid amerif,| IMannden fchnedten, ,Gd;[um

;17 Xiphophorus heg]en OittelamE, 5%'5,‘:‘;‘&',"‘ |

18 rachovi :

» z Baftard o

Heros spurius Amaz.-Gtr| ed X

Bmwergmwels SJ‘turgumer RS i 5 _m:fsar‘ﬂyf
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Pages 8-9: List of freshwater aquariums and additional sections T
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Barimann's Universal-Fishftter | | Neudeulsches Erholungshelm_,“

e Binele et ’:°'“““g:“ i , ~ Gotha, Schwabhauser Strafe -
na aujenden von Gutaaten, Pramiierungen und wijjen- i 3 Dal‘llﬂ‘
[chaftlichen Analysen das einzige Naturfutter, welches [Veremslokal 2 ‘]
von allen Fifchen mit Vorliebe gefreflen wird
Prospekte und Preisliste von
G. Bartmann, Fijchereidirektor, Wiesbaden

A

Crofijhe

Aquarien-Fifche

Fiir Handler und Erport

Souisrildel Souidental

Gegriindet 1874 3 Sernfpredyer 83

Stred Ue-Caffel, Halfejtell
25 55‘:".2: éub:?nb:? :o;-%:l!e: ?‘Bbgf

Dobelmann’'s

»ANTIDISCRASSICUM

e das Im In- uhd Ausland tausendfach bewahrte
niversal-Fischparasiten - Bekampfun Smittel
und PhyslologlscheWasser—Pflanzen Nahrsalz

Eln » Krankhelts-
;rschelnunqen und splrllchem Frlanzqnwuchn

Antidiscrassicum ist frel von schadlichen Bestandteilen.
Packungen zu G.-M. 3— 2.—, 1.20, 0.60, 0.30.

gegen

Allolnlger Herstellon

Hch. Dobelmann, biol. Labor. Degerloch (Withg.)

Pages 10-11: Advertisements by a fish food manufacturer, aquarium fish breeders, a fish medicine manufacturer, the Neu-
deutsches Erholungsheim (at the time the Danio society’s meeting place), a Gotha aquarium builder and technical supplier,
and a Gotha pharmacy with a special range of chemicals for aquarists
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3 EXQtuSCH@Zu@Wnsch@

in nur kraftigen, groen Zuchtexemplaren

kauft der richtige Liebhaber nur beim
Ziuchter, weil garantiert fOr gesunde
und richtige Paare. — Preisliste gratis.

| Thiringer Zierfisch-Ziichterei H.-Winsche

Jena, Schleidenstraie 1

,i.D.A. Kindelscher Durchliiftungs-Apparat

Bereits iiber 4400 ,K.D.A.“ im Betrieb.
Filter K.D. A. fur Suls- u. Seewasser.

N K. D. A Lufthahn ,Air”, unsere
Ji Buchsbaumausftromer, Gasblau-
brenner ,Perfekt” ufw. ergeben die

. allseitig anerkannt besten Durch- {

P kt . 2
(L liiftungs- u. Heizungsanlagen d. Gegenwart.

nur
b § Das allbekannte und beliebte
gegen Ein- - Acht“ng . erstklassige
sendung

Trocken-Fischfutter Wawil

ist wieder zu haben, per Dose Mk. —.30.
General-Vertretung fur Groi-Berlin.

Kindel & Stossel, Berlin SW. 68

Neuenburger StraBe 18. '
Telephon-Nummer: Donhoff 9125 :: Poftscheck-Konto: Berlin NW 15210
Gegrundet 1907

des Portos .-

._duard Georges

Fernspr. 2802 Gotha Hauptmarkt 15

Fenster= und Spﬁ@g@ﬂgﬂas
Aqguarienglas

in allen Starken und Gréiken

=SS e S
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Page 12: Advertisements by an aquarium fish breeder from Jena, Kindler & Stossel for their aeration

apparatus, and the Gotha aquarium glass supplier Eduard Georges o
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The largest section of the exhibition consisted of 120 freshwater aquariums containing an impressive
diversity of tropical fish species. In the section of five terrariums, native amphibians and reptiles pre-
dominated. There were also marine tanks with animals from the North Sea. A section with 20 aquar-
iums for cold-water fish presented native, Asian, and North American species. Newts were given a
section of their own; in another, a mix of animals was displayed, from squirrels to an ant colony, along
with various taxidermy specimens. Lower aquatic animals from local waters occupied yet another sec-
tion, and finally there was one devoted to supplies and literature. The exhibition felt like an invitation to
the hobby—and accordingly, the influx of new members to the Danio society was strong.
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Freshwater aquariums in the exhibition
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Terrariums in the exhibition
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The freshwater aquariums were thematically arranged. There was a genuine attempt to combine
animal and plant species in a way that was consistent from a biogeographical perspective. The num-
ber of Danio species already bred at that time was enormous (and of course they were especially
honored as the eponymous genus of the society): Danio rerio, Danio analipunctatus (by which Danio
nigrofasciatus was meant), Danio albolineatus, and Danio malabaricus (today Devario). With the barbs
Barbus conchionius and Barbus semifasciolatus (both today Puntius), two classics were represented.
Brood-caring characins such as Copeina guttata were already swimming in the aquariums. Various
labyrinth fishes (Betta splendens, Macropodus opercularis, Trichogaster trichopterus, Colisa lalia, Coli-
sa labiosa) and their close relatives (Badis badis) were already being kept. Countless Killifish enriched
the exhibition, including Aphyosemion australe, Jordanella floridae, and Aplocheilus panchax. Among
the African cichlids, Pseudocrenilabrus multicolor had made its appearance under the genus name
Paratilapia. Even then, guppies, platys, and swordtails could be seen in many different color forms.
Relatively soon after the first importation of these livebearers, aquarists had succeeded —through
selective breeding—in rapidly producing and establishing beautiful strains. Finally, there was the
angelfish, then hailed as the king of aquarium fish, whose appearance seemed sensational. The old
Gotha aquarists of the time—Kurt Koch, Charly Fuchs, or Hans Kehl—continued to call angelfish kings
even much later, when discus fish were traded as such. And one should not overlook the astonishing
diversity of aquatic plants. Here the Gotha tradition of refined aquatic plant culture becomes evident,
combined with a sense for attractively planted aquariums suited to their animal inhabitants. All of this
can be gleaned impressively from the exhibition guide.

Danio malabaricus Danio albolineatus

Danio nigrofasciatus Badis badis The
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Aplocheilus panchax Aphyosemion australe
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Tuxedo platy

Red wagtail platy — all already selectively bred strains at that time The angelfish, Pterophyllum scalare, regarded at
the time as the king of aquarium fish
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Pseudocrenilabrus multicolor Moonshine platy

The Wochenschrift flir Aquarien- und Terrarienkunde described the exhibition as follows: “From the
moment one entered the hall, it was apparent from the visitors’ reactions that the society had struck
the right note with the overall design. Magnificent palms and tastefully arranged groups of various ex-
otic plants gave the ‘Exotic Section’ its true character. ... Including school groups, the exhibition was
visited by over 2,000 people. Considering that the society counts only 17 members, not all of whom
were exhibitors, the success of the exhibition is largely attributable to the fact that everyone contribut-
ed their best and all work was carried out with united effort.” Kurt Koch and his people had achieved
a considerable feat. The admission revenues were so good that the Danio society was able, on April 1,
1926, to lease a plot of land and create a pond garden there. | will report on this—and on the equiva-
lent project of the Nymphaea society—in the next installment of this series, as these outdoor installa-
tions were of particular historical significance.

As already noted, however, competition invigorates the activities of all involved. The Nymphaea lead-
ership could not let it stand that only the others were capable of such an exhibition. Under the lead-
ership and initiative of my great-uncle Charly Fuchs, who as a young man brought fresh air into the
society, the Nymphaea members also planned an exhibition. In the meantime, some of their members
had defected to the Danio society. Something had to be done to remain on equal footing. The leader-
ship style became less elitist, and there was a significant rejuvenation of the governing ranks. As will
be described in the next article, both rival societies directed their activities for several years toward
new outdoor aquaristic installations. This absorbed a great deal of energy and time. Nevertheless, the
Nymphaea members succeeded in presenting an equally impressive exhibition from August 4 to 18,
1929, at the same location as that of the Danio society—in the south hall of the Gotha Orangerie.
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Charly Fuchs (left in the picture) with other society members at the Nymphaea exhibition

The very cover of the exhibition guide already reveals the stronger integration of the Nymphaea peo-
ple into Gotha society. In keeping with their status, Mayor Dr. Schmidt assumed the patronage. The
Nymphaea society used the exhibition guide for self-promotion, naming the restaurant “Stadt Gotha”
as their meeting place, where members gathered every two weeks for lectures; they also maintained a
society library, whose foundations had been inherited from the first association. The Nymphaea soci-
ety, too, was already a member of the VDA at that time. And it is interesting that the Gotha exhibition
guide also beat the drum for this umbrella organization. For then as now, VDA membership offered a
variety of advantages: it included, for example, liability and accident insurance (highly significant in the
event of burst aquariums). There was an identification service for vivaristically relevant animals and
plants, diagnostic centers for fish diseases, exchange services for various specimens, a photograph-
ic and press office, and an advisory service for legal and inheritance-theoretical matters. Even black
and white lists intended to protect against unscrupulous dealers and breeders were maintained by the
umbrella organization even then.
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The VDA pennant from that era for the Gotha societies, pre- The reverse side of this pennant
served to this day

First VDA stamp from the early 1920s ok
MusEum oF

AQUARIUM ¢ PET
& HISTORY Vi

o )




The freshwater section of the Nymphaea exhibition was smaller than that of the Danio society (the
Danio members actively bred fish, often as pioneers, and could exhibit their own first breedings—a
typical phenomenon under conditions of scarcity and limited means, as would later reappear in GDR
aquaristics; the financially better-equipped aquarists of the Nymphaea society, and later similarly those
in the Federal Republic of Germany, tended instead to purchase their animals and were often too re-
luctant to undertake the labor-intensive breeding). Nevertheless, it presented several newly introduced
species, such as Copella arnoldi, Hemigrammus caudovittatus (today Psalidodon anisitsi), Hemigram-
mus ocellifer, Aequidens portalegrensis (today Cichlasoma), Aequidens curviceps (today Laetacara),
Cichlasoma severum (today Heros), and with Melanotaenia nigrans even the first rainbowfish species
kept and bred in aquariums. There were, however, significantly more marine tanks than in the Danio
exhibition, featuring sea anemones, wax roses, starfish, shore crabs, hermit crabs, various shrimp,
and many fish species from the North Sea and the Mediterranean. Comparatively extensive was the
terrarium section. The star attraction was an alligator, but various turtles, six species of snakes, Euro-
pean vipers, a desert terrarium, and several humid terrariums with amphibians also captivated visitors.
Remarkably, tropical invertebrates were already represented, including dung beetles, bird spiders,
tarantulas, Nephila, stick insects, leaf insects, and praying mantises. Additional aquariums were
devoted to native aquatic invertebrates and fish. Finally, there was an extensive section of taxidermy
animals. A community aquarium was shown as an example of what could be set up and maintained

in a living space. Even exotic birds were displayed, provided by the Gotha pet shop Johann B&hle on
GutenbergstraBe 6 (later taken over by Wolfgang Kastner, but more on that in a later article). This ex-
hibition was paired with a cactus show from the long-established Erfurt cactus tradition of the Taenzer
company. The sources of the displayed specialist literature and specimens are noted as coming from
the collections of senior teachers at the Oberrealschule. The plants were provided by the Gotha court
gardening establishment. Everything made possible by money and upper-class connections—not as-
sembled through endless effort and painstaking labor as in the case of the Danio society.

Sea anemones from the Mediterranean Copella arnoldi
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Laetacara curviceps Alligator mississippiensis

Psalidodon anisitsi Melanotaenia nigrans
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Guide to the Aquarium, Terrarium, and Natural Science Exhibition in conjunction with a Cactus Show

under the patronage of Mayor Dr. Schmidt, organized by “Nymphaea” e.V., Association of Gotha Aquar-

ium and Terrarium Enthusiasts
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Pages 4-5: Advertisements by the Gotha pet shop Bohle, the company for aquarium supplies

run by Kurt Koch (notably, the chairman of the rival Danio society advertising his private business

here), and the ornamental fish breeding facility Alwin Vélcker in Dresden; also a list of freshwater

and marine aquariums —
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Pages 6-7: Advertisements by the Gotha seed merchant Werkmeister, which also sold
fish food, aquatic plants, and aquariums; by the animal exporter Koch from Holzmind-
en, who dealt in terrarium animals; and by the famous Berlin wholesale firm Scholze &
Potzschke; also a list of terrarium animals and lower aquatic animals
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Pages 8-9: Advertisements by the Gotha pharmacy Vasterling, which offered chemicals
and glass utensils for the hobby; by the Zoological Station Biisum on the North Sea,
which supplied seawater, sea sand, seaweed, and sea salt; and by the large-scale orna-
mental fish breeder Aquarium Braunschweig, whose successor still exists today; also a

list of cold-water fish, equipment, and specimens Tk
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Pages 10-11: Advertisements for Waldmann fish food, the Photo-Gewalt drugstore —where
I had my animal photography films developed well into the 1980s—and for the Aquatherm
heating apparatus; also a list of specimens

= e o e

; 2 H. Abteilung Dip
Elektrische Heizer ; 1. Priparate (febe Befdyeiftung)

i 2. Befell{dhafts fum fm Hei
Elektr|SCh_e 4 Temperaturreglel“ 53, ﬁl;nlb:ll :nb “gr:.: ;:: I:@n:[:[)en begtlﬂ’zn
2 e i ; Aquarium) des ausftellenden Bereins

; 4. fremdlandifde Bogr[ (Tebend) Ga. Job.

Ing. B. Pennigke, Berlin~Nikolassee §
Prospekte gratis und lrank?

® @ ® ® @ , - @ @ @

Kabteerl éﬁt o bewurzelt

1 Mlmlhrypﬂanzgn

Pages 12-13: Advertisements for electric heaters and temperature regulators, the exhibiting
Erfurt cactus nursery Taenzer, and the inn “Stadt Gotha,” where the Nymphaea society met
regularly; also a miscellaneous section and the cactus show
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Meanwhile, tensions were simmering within the Danio society. The lively, extraordinarily active Kurt
Koch, endlessly generating new ideas, wanted more than his fellow members were prepared to
shoulder—above all, they did not share his increasing focus on the newly acquired outdoor grounds,
which will be discussed later. A rift developed, and so Koch promptly founded another Gotha soci-
ety on February 12, 1927 —the fourth in chronological order, but in temporal terms the third to exist
alongside Danio and Nymphaea. He named it “Verein fir Aquarien und volkstiimliche Naturkunde -
Zierfischfreunde.” Kurt Koch’s particular strength lay in his organizational talent, coupled with highly
practice-oriented expertise. Neither the Danio nor the Nymphaea society could offer a lecture program
as extensive and demanding as that of Koch’s newly founded association. In addition, he energeti-
cally promoted it through flyers and publications. In 1931 the society had 18 members, a library of 39
volumes, 24 meetings per year with 13 lectures. Members kept 51 fish species and 13 aquatic plant
species in a total of 76 rack aquariums, as well as many small all-glass tanks. Kurt Koch delivered
most of the lectures himself; here are the topics from 1931:

Fish Mortality (Koch)

Labyrinth Fishes (Koch)

Sealing Aquariums (Schiebold)

Spring Work and the Setup of Breeding Tanks (Koch)

Native Fishes (GroB)

Breeding of Pristella riddlae (M&der) (today Pristella maxillaris)
Breeding of the Cape Lopez (Koch) (meaning Aphyosemion australe)
Sticklebacks (GroB)

Thuringian Fisheries Law (Jlinger)

North American Perches (Koch)

Barbs—Breeding and Care (Méader)

The Plant World of the Aquarium (GroB)

Mosquitoes and Their Larvae (D&ll)

Autumn and Winter Work (Koch)

Setting Up and Operating an Enchytraeus Culture (Koch)
Heating Systems (Méader)

Fertilization Processes in Ornamental Fish (Koch)

Hot-Water and Steam Heating (Kehl)
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An open letter by Kurt Koch addressed to older enthusiasts, written in Sitterlin script
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Kurt Koch’s founding protocol for the “Verein fir Aquarien und volkstimliche Naturkunde - Zierfisch-
freunde”




The latter lecturer was a neighbor of our house in Gotha on SchéaferstraBe. Hans Kehl owned a heating
installation company and heated his aquariums using such a room system based on warm water-car-
rying pipes. When | frequently visited Hans Kehl in the 1960s to admire his aquariums and often to
accept fish he generously gave me, | saw this rack of pipes and aquariums situated in a kind of winter
garden. | was deeply impressed at the time by the open-topped tanks, from which lush aquatic plants
grew emersed above the waterline. This was possible because of the warm, humid microclimate creat-
ed by the heating.

Group of progressively minded members of the Nymphaea society, including Charly Fuchs and Hans Kehl

In a protocol book entitled “Zierfischfreunde,” the many insights discussed by society members were
recorded. It is a treasure trove of breeding techniques adapted to Gotha’s water conditions and at the
same time a chronicle of the many first successful breedings of newly imported fish species achieved
in Gotha. Knowledge was shared openly; nothing was kept secret, and in this way the success of all
was promoted. This was also necessary, for since 1929 the global economic crisis had entered ev-
ery household. Some people quite literally stayed afloat through their home-bred fish during periods
of unemployment. But the society treasuries were also empty, so only cautious steps could be tak-
en. For this reason, in 1932 the two societies—Danio and the Verein fir Aquarien und volkstiimliche
Naturkunde - Zierfischfreunde —attempted to merge, but the effort failed due to the divergent views of
their respective leaders. Kurt Koch in particular, like many highly active and creative individuals, was
considered difficult. His high standards lay far beyond what many others could comprehend or accept.
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Protocol book of the Verein flir Aquarien und volkstimliche Naturkunde - Zierfischfreunde
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An entirely separate story is that of the outdoor installations of the Gotha societies. After all, in the first
half of the last century there were in this city three truly remarkable open-air aquariums, unmatched
anywhere in the world. It was apparently a peculiarity tied to Gotha’s circumstances that aquarists
pursued their hobby not only in their living-room aquariums but also outdoors, in the open air. For this
they were admired and praised by many other German vivaristic societies. Within the VDA, the Gotha
groups played a leading role for a long time. And for several decades, Gotha also provided the leader-
ship of the Thuringian aquarium and terrarium societies.
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