- E.W. Taxis Aquariums
By Jessica Lykken

Now in use by the

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE,

For the Fisg DisprAy, in the North Western half of Agricultural Hall, are for Sale,
(to be delivered at the close of the Exhibition.) There are some thirty-five in number,
ranging in size from 2§ to 6} feet in length. All the above Tanks are of the very
best manufacture, and contain French Polished Plate Glass, from three-eighth to half
an inch in thickness. For further information apply to the SUPERINTENDENT of
AQUARIA, OFFICE No. 25, or address the manufacturer,

E- W. TAXIS, No. 60 N. Sixth St., below Arch, Philada.

The Tanks can be securely packed and shipped to any part of the United States
er Canadas. E. W. TAXIS, 60 North Sixth Street, Philadelphia, is prepared to
receive orders for Aquarium Tanks of any capacity, manufactured of Iron, Slate or
Marble. Being the only Tank manufacturer in Philadelphia that makes a specialty
of the business, and his establishment is

THE OLDEST IN THE UNITED STATES.

Aquarium Tanks of his make have been shipped to all the principal cities
thronghout the country.

He would specially call attention to the COMBINED IRON & SLATE TANKS
on Exhibition at Space A, 21, Catalogue 126, which are symmetrical and beautiful in
finish, with perfect opportunities for examining the contents. This advantage is
specially claimed for these rectangular Tanks. )

Everything in connection with Aquaria always on hand, such as !

Cold Fish, Silver Fish, Aquatic Plants, Hanging & Standing
Fish CGlobes, Stands for Aquarium Tanks, Etc.

All orders by mail or otherwise will receive immediate attention.

B, W TAXIS,
Practical Aquarium Tank Manufacturer,

./Vq. 60 Norétk 6% St., below Arch, Philad’ a.
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An 1876 print advertises E.W. Taxis, a “Practical Aquarium Tank Manufacturer” based in Phil-
adelphia. It notes that thirty-five tanks were in the possession of the Bureau of Agriculture and
being displayed for sale in Agricultural Hall, one of five buildings at the Centennial Exposition.
The event took place from May 10th to November 10th, 1876, in Fairmont Park, Pennsylvania,
and commemorated the one-hundred-year anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

The advertisement claims that E.W. Taxis is “the oldest in the United States,” and touts their
position as the only manufacturer in Philadelphia experienced in the production of specialty
tanks. Specifically, they promote their aquariums made of iron, slate, marble, or combined
materials, and emphasize their ability to ship said tanks to buyers in the U.S. and Canada.
Despite these claims no additional records of E.W. Taxis have been identified in readily acces-

sible archival or digital sources, suggesting the firm may have been a small, short-lived aquar-
ium manufacturer.

Image of the Agricultural Hall. Credit: https://www.loc.gov/item/90708470/
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The listing for products and animals exhibited in the Agricultural Hall of the 1876 Centennial Exposition lists 3 manufacturers

of aquariums during this time:

Exhibit 123 — Douglass W. & B., Middletown, Conn.
Exhibit 124 — Murphy & Broom, Philadelphia, Pa.
Exhibit 126 — Taxis, E.W., Philadelphia, Pa.

Credit: https://archive.org/details/internationalexhO0Ounit_2/page/16/mode/2up —
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