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Animal Trade, Aquarium Technology,
and the Time After the End of the GDR

by Hajo Herrmann

With this article, | conclude the series on the organized aquaristics of my hometown Gotha. Since it

is meant to focus on the pet trade, let me begin with a recollection of what | wrote in the first part of
the series about my childhood impression of Gotha’s only pet shop at the time. In general, imports

of aquarium and terrarium animals were extremely rare due to the scarcity of foreign currency in the
GDR. In the 1960s, a few animals could still be imported in small numbers. There were only a hand-
ful of enthusiasts among pet shop owners who spent considerable sums on imported parrots, baby
crocodiles, various other reptiles, exotic catfish, and impressive brackish-water fish. One of them was
Wolfgang Kestner, born in 1924 in Frottstedt near Gotha. On May 25, 1965, he took over the business
previously known as Zoo Béhlke on GutenbergstraBe in Gotha.

For me as a schoolboy, Kestner’s pet shop was a little paradise. | described my feelings in the first
part, but even as | write these lines now, | can once again smell the aniseed-scented bird sand and
the scent of the small marmosets, Callithrix jacchus, a memory | will likely never lose and which |
associate with my most beautiful childhood moments. Kestner kept in his small shop almost as many
animals that he declared not for sale as he did animals available for purchase. This shows how deep-
ly he had taken these creatures to heart. And there was no other pet shop anywhere nearby that had
such a wide range of special animals. He also maintained good relationships with breeders. In the
Harz town of Wernigerode lived Gerhard Kugenbuch, one of the best newt and salamander breeders
of the time —still nearly unmatched today in the number of his captive-bred, especially rare and diffi-
cult-to-keep caudates. From him, Kestner acquired several rarities bred in captivity, including fire sala-
manders, Aneides aeneus, and several fire-bellied newt species of the genus Cynops. Soon afterward,
he moved his shop into the neighboring building, gaining significantly more space.



Fire salamander, Aneides aeneus, bred by Gerhard Kugenbuch.

Gotha, the pet shop Zoo Kestner was
located.

Kugenbuch and Kestner, like many of the best breeders and animal keepers of the time, were intro-
verted people. They did not take part in club life. Because of this, Wolfgang Kestner did not receive
the offspring bred by members of the Gotha aquarium club. These were sold at the club’s fish ex-
changes or to the Berlin-based wholesale company Zoologica. Kurt Koch, who still worked as an
independent breeder, had little contact with the aquarium club. He sold only what he himself had
bred in his aquariums. Yet the Gotha aquarists remained very skilled breeders, so that fish exchanges
and the Zoologica wholesale trade were not sufficient to sell all juvenile fish. One of them, Friedhelm
Amberger—who had already played an active role in rebuilding the old open-air aquarium after the
war—wanted to become self-employed in business. This was not easy due to the many formalities
and restrictions in the GDR. Nevertheless, he succeeded by taking over, on January 1, 1967, a previ-
ously existing but never truly significant pet shop from its former owner Paul Wettwer and reopening it
at a different location.
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Letterhead of the ornamental fish house “Zierfischhaus Thiringen Kurt Koch”.
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Kurt Koch operated his fish-breeding facility at RoseggerstraBe 6.

Amberger was a loud, energetic man, constantly busy with something. He, his wife, and his nearly
grown children were always present in his pet shop, which specialized exclusively in the sale of aquar-
ium fish and fish food. As a club member, he received the offspring of the Gotha aquarists and thus
had a solid standard assortment. His shop was located on QuerstraBe, about a three-minute walk from
Kestner’s shop on GutenbergstraBe. The two competed for customers and took it personally when
people switched from one shop to the other to check whether the fish were better or the prices lower
elsewhere. In this way, once again, competition raised the level, the range, and the pricing quality. And
both made a living; the introverts went to the calm Kestner, while the more talkative and sociable cus-
tomers found their place at Amberger’s. | visited both and was sometimes met with angry words for it,
but | always said that | was interested in the animals and the hobby, not in the shop owners—and for
that, both maintained a solid standard.
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In this building on QuerstraBe in Gotha, the aquarium shop Amberger was located.

When | now write about aquarium technology in the GDR period, | must first make a few general re-
marks. The socialist economy was never strong, because neither raw materials nor sufficient interna-
tional contacts were available. What factories had in terms of machines and tools was mostly left over
from the pre-war period, often only hastily repaired or makeshiftly patched. In a way, it was similar to
what one sees in Cuba today. Technologically, time seemed to have stood still. The same was true for
aquarists and terrarium keepers. Many kept their heaters, air pumps, and lamps in use for many years,
carefully maintaining and repairing them, simply because there was no other option.

In the 1970s and 1980s, most of these devices and tools were already old and worn out. People had
to help themselves. Citizens of the GDR were considered world champions of improvisation. We could
create astonishing things from the most primitive scraps. Here is one example: in our aquarium club,
we needed a pump with a simple internal filter for a setup with multiple tanks. One member had an old
record player, another a lightly running bicycle crank mechanism with pedals. Both were connected
with a rubber belt; the record player motor drove the crank via the belt. The moving pedals operated
two pressure cylinders like the connecting rods of a steam engine, compressing air. But what about
the filter itself? Following the model of foam internal filters already common in the Western world,

we built something similar. Fortunately, we had some old pipes that could be connected to reach the
aquariums. But the foam? One member worked on a construction site where insulation material had
just been delivered. He brought scraps of it. But how could these pieces be attached to the pipes?
Someone came up with the idea of soaking the foam in water and freezing it. Once frozen, it could be
drilled precisely to match the diameter of the pipes. This resulted in a self-built aeration system with

filter sponges for a series of aquariums. e
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Self-built breeding and holding systems were typical of the GDR era.

A similar spirit applied to the keeping of live food, its breeding, and its collection. Sometimes | think
that many of those inventive aquarists would be successful engineers today. Of course, not everything
worked smoothly, and accidents did occur, especially in experiments such as an underwater lamp. A
slim light bulb was placed inside a glass tube and lowered into the aquarium behind a decorative root.
However, the bulb became too hot, the glass tube shattered, and a short circuit shut everything down.
Still, it was worth trying.

Many aquarists still used the ceramic or metal heating cones widely used in the 1920s. They were
placed beneath the aquarium, which usually stood on a steel frame. They were heated with oil or
spirit flames. In later years, gas or early electric heating elements were used. Heat rose upward and
warmed the tank. Of course, the heat distribution through the bottom glass was uneven. It was also
difficult to control temperature precisely by adjusting the flame size. Sometimes overheating occurred;
in the worst case, the bottom glass cracked due to localized heat stress. From the late 1960s onward,
simple heating rods became available. They consisted of a glass tube containing a heating wire em-
bedded in sand and sealed at the top with a rubber plug. From the pre-war period, some still used
L-shaped metal heaters known for occasionally becoming immersion heaters due to short circuits,
sometimes bringing the aquarium water close to boiling. Skilled hobbyists installed relays in front of
the heater to stabilize temperature control. Even aquarium lighting at the time was very basic and
would not pass any modern safety inspection. In a roof-shaped aluminum housing, one or two slender
light bulbs were exposed without protection. If water splashed onto them, they burned out.
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Heating cones positioned beneath the aquarium.

Early aquarium heaters that operated exclusively on 110-volt 110-volt DC heater with relay. T
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German-made air pump from the 1920s. German-made air pump from the 1920s.

German-made air pump from the 1920s.
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Membrane pump from the first half of the last century. 220-volt electric pumps used in aquaristics.
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220-volt electric pumps used in aquaristics. 220-volt electric pumps used in aquaris-
tics.
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220-volt electric pumps used in aquaristics.

The company AKA meanwhile offered complete heating systems with contact thermometers and

thermal relays, as well as membrane air pumps and piston pumps capable of moving water, enabling
self-built external filter systems. For most aquarists, this technology was difficult to access. Therefore,
they used various industrial water pumps and adapted them to their homemade filters. Once again,

it was a Thuringian engineer in Roda near llmenau who applied his technical knowledge to the hobby
and eventually turned it into a business idea. Dr. A. Eggert founded the company HIMA and produced
Neptun membrane pumps for aquarium aeration, submersible heaters, and temperature regulators for
GDR aquarists. | bought countless of these products at Zoo Kestner and used them in my own aquar-
iums. The problem with these membrane pumps was that no durable material for the membranes was
available in the GDR. As a result, as performance declined, the pumps began to sound like jackham-
mers after half a year—unbearable in the long run. So replacements had to be purchased—a thriving
business for Dr. Eggert, who of course was well aware of the limited lifespan of his products. The

Taifun air pumps produced at the old pump factory in Taucha near Leipzig, in operation since 1905,

were no better. o
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 Aquariendurchiiifter

Advertisement for an “Aquarium Aerator NEPTUN Submersible Heater” by Dr. A. Eggert in the GDR journal Aquarien Ter-
rarien.
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Die AKA-Heizungsanlage

fiir alle Stromarten

Thermo-Relaris THR 3
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besteht aus dem unibertroffenen AKA-Schaltrelais, einem Kontaktthermometer mit verstell-
barem oder festem Kontakt, sowie dem neuen und zuverldssigen AKA-Pyrolan-Heizer (.,Py“).
Die Herstellung des ,Py“-Heizers erfolgt nach den neuen VDE-Vorschriften. Der Heizer
kann auch fir verschiedene Zwecke verwendet werden und wird in jeder gewiinschten
Wattstdrke geliefert.

Der Anschlull der Instrumente darf nur an Hand der oben sichtbaren Abbildung erfolgen.
Das AKA-Thermo-Relais kann bei Gleichstrom bis zu 200, bei Wechselstrom bis zu 500
Watt belastet werden. Fiir hohere Belastungen werden andere Typen hergestellt.

Wichtig fiir den Hdndler und Verbraucher!
.Die Stromaufnahme fiir das Kontaktthermometer betréigt hdchstens 15 mA.
Eine grdBere Stromaufnahme zerstért das Instrument!
Man darf ein Kontaktthermometer unter keinen Umsténden ohne Relais
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Description of the AKA heating system.



The AKA Heating System

for all current types

Thermal relay THR 3

I , il 20N

: 5

HEATING

Adjustable Contact Tﬁermo;heter ‘
AKX
Porcelain Heater

.\-'._

ALY

Consists of the unrivaled AKA switching relay, a contact thermometer with either an adjustable
or fixed contact, and the new, reliable AKA Pyrolan heater ("Py"). The "Py" heater is
manufactured in compliance with the new VDE regulations. The heater is suitable for a variety
of applications and is supplied in any desired wattage.

The instruments must be connected strictly in accordance with the diagram shown above. The
AKA thermo-relay can handle loads of up to 200 watts on DC and up to 500 watts on AC. Other
models are manufactured to accommodate higher loads.

Important for Dealers and Consumers!

. The current draw for the contact thermometer must not exceed 15 mA. A higher current draw will
destroy the instrument! Under no circumstances may a contact thermometer be connected without
arelay!

Description of the AKA heating system translated using notegpt.io T
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Fir Ihr Aquarium

biete ich lhnen an:

AKA-REKORb-Membranpumpe

fiir Wechselstrom 110 und 220 V.

Die AKA-TRIUMPH-Kolbenpumpe

fiir Gleichstrom 110 und 220 V.
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Cover of the accompanying brochure for the AKA-REKORD membrane pump and the AKA-TRIUMPH piston pump.
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Advertisement for the Kindel aeration device.

“K.D.A.” Kindel Aeratlon Apparatus

Over 4500 KDAs already in operation .
-~ KDA Fllters for Fresh and Saltwater =

sk ¢ - The KDA Air Tap, our Boxwood ;
8 1% Airstones, "Perfect" Gas Burners,
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Advertisement for the Kindel aeration device translated using notegpt.io T
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Membrane pumps from various manufacturers.

AKA membrane pump. ot
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Finally, a few words about the aquariums themselves. Until the late 1970s, iron-framed tanks dominat-
ed in the GDR. They were extremely heavy, rusted quickly, and repeatedly leaked. That would not have
been so bad, since skilled aquarists could have resealed them with new aquarium cement. But this
cement was scarce. We had a term for such goods: “Blickware,” meaning “bend-down merchandise,”
because the shop assistant would, after making sure the preferred customer was alone, bend down
behind the counter to retrieve the hidden, rare, and highly desired goods. Aquarium cement was such
an item. In its absence, everyone tried alternatives. | had a persistent leak at the front right corner of
my largest framed tank. Because of the lack of proper cement, | used window putty, which was in-
tended for sealing glass to wood, not iron frames, and only adhered slightly to the existing seam. | had
to repair it repeatedly until a fist-sized lump of putty formed a wart-like deformity on the tank. Only
gradually, from the mid-1970s onward, did silicone-bonded aquariums become available—at consid-
erable cost.

Typical framed aquarium with a simple lighting unit.
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How did the Gotha aquarium club experience the end of the GDR? At first, the freedom to travel, the
introduction of the Deutsche Mark (instead of the worthless GDR mark), and finally the possibility of
contact with West German aquarium clubs were a long-awaited liberation from old restrictions, short-
ages, and the inbreeding-like reproduction of stock caused by isolation. But soon, the Gotha aquar-
ists, like many other East German clubs, felt the arrogance of their western counterparts and espe-
cially of the VDA (Association of German Aquarium and Terrarium Societies), who did not take their
new (old) members seriously. Membership had been suspended during the 40 years of the GDR. Yet it
soon became clear that the East German hobbyists were far more well-read, technically demanding,
successful in breeding, and superior in practical matters. This was a result of scarcity: one could only
survive by being better, by outsmarting the restrictions and shortages. This did not please the aloof
western club officials, who behaved dismissively and unfairly toward the East German aquarium and
terrarium clubs. For the Gotha club, Jan Frank wrote a letter on June 15, 1994 to the director of the
VDA, clearly stating the reasons for Gotha’s withdrawal.
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g»@a\nom‘“e“m‘ 5 Gothz, den 15,05.4
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H VQrein fir Aquarien-~ ung
! voll:s'bii:‘ﬂ.iche Toturkunde
. pierfischfreunde Cotha

: VDA Gesc. 1w Itsatelle
nans Stillex
Tuzenburgersire. 16

. 447C¢ Bochun

Werter Ferr Stiller!

A S.60%4 erhielten wir die Nachricht iiber die Reaktion des

VDAs au’ die Austritte der thilringer Vereine vom Freund Hertel

aus Bed Longensalza.

Unser Verein hot zur Jahreswende die Austrittserklirung arn den

VDA geschickt, Mir uns war esvsehr bedauerlich, daB wir bis

neute noch keine Antwort auf unsere Mitellung bekonmven hatten.

Tazwischen ist ein helbes Jahr vergongen und ich mchie noch

einmal zu verschiedenen Punkten Stellung nehmen.

Unser Austritt wurde durch mehere Faktoren beeinfludt, und

betrifft nicht nur die Entscheidung iber die weitere Zusammen—

arbeit zuischen VDA und BNA, Hach unsevem Demokratieverstindniss,

ist es nicht auBergewthunlich das Vereine aus einem Verband

austreten, wemn sie sich mit ihrer aquaristischen Arbeit und der

Arbeit des Verbandes nicht mehr indendifizieren ktnnen,

Ein Schwerpunkt dieser fachlichen leinungsverschiedenheit ist

sicherlich der VDA' -~ Befahigungsnachweis. Zu diesem Prodlen

sind wir weiterhin bereit eine ehrliche Disskussion (w.a. in

den Pachzeitschriften) zu bereichern.

Wir sind weiterhin der Meinung, des die Geschiftsleitung mit

dem Befihigungsnachwels keine qualitativ bessere aquaristische
lann.

Zzegd:z:c:zz unserer Sicht, hat der VDA ‘nach der Vende die

organisatorische Struktur der neuen Bundeslinder lediglich

lbernonmen und eingegliedert, und dafiir Beltrtige einbezogen.

fuch unserem Verein ist es, trotz mehrfacher Demihungen, nicht

zelungen eine ernsthafte gusammenarbelt it eirem Vereln wus

den alton Bundeslindern oufzubauoi.

R~ —
Museum oF
AquAriuMePeT
26 HISTORY Y52

Letter announcing the Gotha aquarium club’s resignation from the VDA, first page. T
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Werter Herr Stiller!

On June 9, 1994, we received news—via our colleague Mr. Herbel from Bad
Langensalza—regarding the VDA's reaction to the withdrawal of the Thuringian
associations.

At the turn of the year, our association sent its formal notice of withdrawal to
the VDA. We found it deeply regrettable that, to this day, we have yet to receive
a response to our notification. Six months have since passed, and I would like to
take this opportunity to comment once again on several specific points.

Our decision to withdraw was influenced by a number of factors and was not
solely a matter of the decision regarding future cooperation between the VDA
and the BNA. In keeping with our understanding of democratic principles, we
do not consider it unusual for associations to withdraw from a federation when
they can no longer identify with the federation's work or with the direction of
their own aquaristic activities within that framework.

A central point of this professional disagreement is undoubtedly the VDA's
"Certificate of Competence." We remain ready to contribute to an honest discussion
regarding this issue (including via articles in specialist journals).

We maintain the view that the Executive Board cannot achieve a higher standard
of aquaristic practice simply by implementing this Certificate of Competence.

Furthermore—from our perspective—following German reunification, the VDA
merely adopted and incorporated the organizational structures of the "New
Federal States" (the former East Germany), while simultaneously collecting
membership dues from them.

Despite repeated efforts, our association, too, has failed to establish any
meaningful cooperation with an association based in the "Old Federal States" .,
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Letter announcing the Gotha aquarium club’s resignation from the VDA, first page, translated using notegpt.io.
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Letter announcing the Gotha aquarium club’s resignation from the VDA, second page.
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The arrogance we occasionally encountered was, at times, boundless. I would
like to remind you that, over the 40 years of the GDR’s existence, a distinct
and independent aquaristics culture developed. Naturally, the economic factors
of the former GDR played a major role in this process. However, a structure
had evolved that was—to 95%—not dependent on imports. It is precisely
regarding the issue of imported fish that the aquaristics community today
faces its most significant points of criticism nationwide. Let us be clear: we

are not pining for the old days. Yet it is truly regrettable that the VDA fails to
incorporate any of our experiences into its work. Ultimately, this leaves us with
the bitter—and still-lingering—rift between West Germans and East Germans, a
divide we had actually hoped to bridge.

We do not know, of course, whether our withdrawal from the VDA will serve to
improve or facilitate the substantive cooperation to which we remain fully
committed; however, such cooperation is, by its very nature, contingent upon
mutual outreach. We would therefore be very pleased if the Executive Board
were to respond to this letter. Ideally, of course, an opportunity would arise for
us to exchange our thoughts in person.

Sincerely,
o cuA ﬁ‘ou"'l(
an Frank

Letter announcing the Gotha aquarium club’s resignation from the VDA, second page, translated using notegpt.io.




In the 1990s, the oldest open-air aquarium once again fell into disrepair. Newspaper articles from that
time report on this. Then aquarists came together who cleared it out and rebuilt it, this time together
with Sven Hibner and his family, who leased the former club building—which had in the meantime
also been used as a café—and converted it into the restaurant “Aquarium.” More recently, further
modernization has been undertaken by him. In 2001, | published a photo report on the old Gotha
aquarium in my “Aquaristik-Fachmagazin” together with my mother and her sister. Regional newspa-
pers also repeatedly honored Gotha’s aquaristic tradition on various anniversaries.
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Restaurant “Aquarium” at the time of its founding.
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Tel. 232 60

Offizielles amtliches Bekanntmachungsorgan des Landkreises Gotha.

Ausg. 10 - Jahrg.4 - 10.Marz 1993 :

| Schnell informiert

Oppositionspolitik '

| Drei Tage nach den starken|

| Verlusten bei den hessische

| Kommunalwahlen haben SPD-|
Politiker eine klarere Opposi

n|

Miillhalde

Kleinod ist jetzt eine

Dabei war das Gothaer Aquarium Deutschlands erstes

Kriminalstatistik 1992
Aufkldrungsquote iiber
Landesdurchschnitt

Gotha(mb). Die Polizeidirektion man 32 auf. Drogentote wurden
(PD) Gotha legte am Montag ihre nicht registriert.
erste Kriminalstatistik vor. Polizei- Im Bereich der PD Gotha erfafte

| tionspolitik ihrer Partei gelor-' Gotha (sd). Es ist noch gar nicht so lange her, da wurde es als Sehenswiirdigkeit der Stadt Gotha

0 0 s ge- - 492 insgesam atver-
| dert. Nach Ansicht der stellver-| Priesen: das Aquarium. Etwas mehr als sechzig Jahre - doch die haben ausgereicht, daraus ein Ge- fat Hans Kuipkn etButerts i Rale pun 1902 g 15465 Tatver
| tretenden Fraktionsvorsitzen-| ldnde zu machen, das heute mehr einer Milllhalde als einem botanischem Kleinod gleicht. Dabei war

| den Matthdus-Maier haben die

¢ SPD-Ministerprisidenten - bei Hamburg &hnliche Vereine ins Leben gerufen.

| den Solidarpakt-Gesprachen|

eine groBe Verantwortung fii

der SPD«.

Friihjahrsmesse

In Leipzig begann gesternJ
Rund
1600 Aussteller prasentieren|
bis Samstag ihre Produkte und!
Dienstleistungen. Auf elnemJ
zeigen

die Fruhjahrsmesse.

. »Innovationsforum«
etwa 400 Unternehmen aus
| den neuen Bundeslédndern
neue Verfahren und Techniken.

| Eine »Infobdrse Dialog "33« will
! den Birgern die Orientierung in
| der Marktwirtschaft erleich-

| tem.

s,

| dung von Truppen nach Bos-
| nien getroffen hatten.

E

New York

Diplomatische
Losung

Der UN-Botschafter der
USA, Bartholomew, hat einen
Einsatz von US-Bodentruppen
in Bosnien »im gegenwartigen
Stadium« ausgeschlossen. Er,
erklarte, da sein Land auf di-
plomatischen Wege eine ge-
rechte Regelung fir alle betei-
ligten Konfliktparteien errei-
chen wolle. Die Sprecherin von
Prasident Clinton hatte zuvor
betont, da die USA keine Vor-
bereitungen fir eine Entsen-

Moskau
Machtkampf

Das russische Parlament will

PRV

»das weitere Erschemungsbild} 70er Jahren unseres Jahrhun- |

M weiht, exakt am 9. Mai. In den
| derts gab es bereits Bestrebun-
| gen, das Aquanum wieder in Ord-
1‘ nung zu bringen. So wohl die Sa-
| cheauch gemeint war, so nutzlos
war sie auch. Jetzt denkt man in

gen dariber nach, wie im Stiden
der Stadt diese Sehenswiirdigkeit
wieder auferstehen kann. Dazu
| Auftrag gegeben, die den Zu-
stand beschreibt und sagt, was
2zur Erhaltung notwendig ist. Und
diese in aller erster Linie ist die Er-
stellung eines Projektes. Denn
wer wie wild darauf los arbeitet,
richtet bekanniich eine Menge
Schaden an. Auch die Finanzie-
rung ist wichtig, doch da gibt es
einen ebenso klugen wie prakti-
kablen Gedanken: Ausgleichs-
mafBnahmen. Jeder neue entste-
hende Betrieb, gleich welcher Art
auch immer, versiegelt Natur mit
Beton. Dafiir muB er einen Aus-
gleich schaffen. Mit diesen Mitteln
dann eine solche Aktion finanziell
beleben wie die Rekonstruktion
des Gothaer Aquariums, ist mehr

Kreistag beschlof:

Bereits 1882 wurde es einge-

der Fachabteilung fur Grunanla- ‘j

hat man eingangs eine Studie in -

oy
i 1l

Ae- o .
e e -
AR S S
Wahrlich wenig erfreulich der
Anblick des Gothaer Aquariums
derzeit. Eine Studie z&hit auf,

| Diese Handwerker

das Gothaer Aquarium das erste deutsche Freilandaquarium. Erst viel spater wurden in Berlin und

i lurunter Beton verschwunden ist

- geht es weiter wie bisher.
Kehren wir zuriick zum Aqua-
fium. Sein Entstehen verdankt es
unter anderem der ausgestorbe-
nen Zunft der Rohrenbohrer
benutzten
den Teich zum Lagern und Was-
sern der Holzstamme aus denen
sie dann holzerne Wasserleitun-
gen schufen. Dieser Teich war vor
mehr als einhundert Jahren auch
bereits mit Gerumpel und Schutt
verschittet. In muhevoller Arbeit
wurde er freigelegt und eben je-
nes wundervolle Areal geschaf-
fen, von dem in den 30er Jahren
ein Besucher schreibt: »Es bietet
sowohl dem Schaulustigen als
auch dem ernsten Naturfreund
manches Seltene und Hochinter-
g und Be-

wurde

was an dringlich not- ®ssante zur L

wendig wire, dieses Kieinod der lehrung « Die Wasserflache maf
Stadt en zu las- idre ;

sen. Foto: sd. der Teich von einer Reihe schwa-

als lobenswert. Immerhin wird in
der Bundesrepublik jahrlich eine
Flache von der GréBe des Boden-
sees zugebaut, und es dauert ge-
rade mal 250 Jahre bis in umse-
rem Nachbarland Hessen alle Na-

Zuschiisse fiir OPNV

Hemenhof (st).Ein weiterer wichti-
ger Tagungsordnungspunkt auf
der jungsten Kreistagssitzung war
eine BeschluBvorlage fur die Ge-
wahrung von Zuschussen des
Landkreises an Verkehrsunterneh-
men zur sozialvertraglichen und
wirtschaftlichen Gestaltung des of-
fentlichen  Personennahverkehrs
(OPNV). So werden in diesem Jahr
beispielsweise an die Thiringer
Wald und Straenbahn 1,2 Millio-

stellen, um den Erhalt von Orche-
ster und Schule vorerst zu sichern
Der Kreistag bat die Stadt Gotha,
die in ihrem Haushalt 1993 vorge-
sehenen Fordermittel zur Verfu-
gung zu stellen, und forderte alle
Gemeinden des Landkreises auf, in
den folgenden Jahren den Forder-
verein zu unterstutzen,

Auch das Thiiringer Ministerium
fur Wissenschaft und Kunst wurde
aufgefordert  die  vorgeseheng
2N o et g U5

cher aber warmer Quellen, die am
Sudufer entspringen.

Mittels eines Projektes konnte
der Urzustand wieder hergestellt
werden - jedenfalls in . wesentli-
chen Teilen.

Titer gestelit

Gotha(mb).In der Ulleber StraBe
stelite eine Streife der Polizei am
6.Mrz, gegen 22.50 Uhr, drei Ju-
gendliche in einem AbriBgebaude.
Die 13- bis 16jahrigen hatten im
Haus Elektronik aufbewahrt, die
wal aus Diebst
stammt. Auch waren sie im Besitz
einer fremden Scheck-Karte, mit
der méglicherweise Geld abgeho-
ben wurde,

12 Mark geraubt

men emner Pressekonferenz die dichtige, davon 4 291 mannlichen
Statistik fir das Jahr 1992. Nicht Geschlechts. Im Kreis Gotha, der
ohne Stolz verwies er darauf, daB  durch die Polizeiinspektionen Nord
die Aufklarungsquote Uber dem und Sid (mit Sitzin Waltershausen)
Landesdurchschnitt liegt. Im Be- betreut wird, wurden 7 599 Strafta-
reich der PD Gotha, die Fiihrungs- ten registriert. Das bedeutet eine
dienststelle und zustandig fir die Steigerung um 29 Straftaten.
Kreise Amstadt, Bad Langensalza, All diese Zahlen lassen von der
Eisenach, limenau und Gotha ist, Einsatzbereitschaft der Polizei nur
wurden im vergangenen Jahr 18 ein wenig ahnen. Die Statistik ver-
210 Straftaten erfaBt. Davon schweigt auch die Probleme der
konnte die Polizei 6 884 Falle auf- Ordnungshiter, mit denen diesezu
klaren, was einer Aufklarungsquote  kampfen haben. Dennoch sind die
von 37, 8 Prozent entspricht. Ge-  Polizeibeamten stets fur den
geniiber dem Jahr 1991 bedeutet  Schutz und die Sicherheit der Bur-
das eine Steigerung um 2,9 Pro- ger da. Dafiir dankte der Zweite
zent. Bei einer Bevolkerungzahl Kreisbeigeordnete des Landrates,
von 417 706 Einwohnem traten 5 Peter Gerlach, Polizeirat Hans
468 Tater in Erscheinung. Kupke. Der Stelivertreter des Land-
Die Diebstahlskriminalitat bil- rates betonte auch, daB Voroeu-
dete im vergangenen Jahr, wie gen von Straftaten von grofer
schon im Jahr davor, den Haupt- Wichtigkeit sei. Freizeitbereiche,
schwerpunkt an der Gesamtkrimi-  besonders fur Kinder und Jugend-
nalitat. Eswurden 11993 Falleregi- liche selen wichtig. Kommunen,
striert. In der Gewaltkriminalitat freie Trager und viele andere sind
wurden 268 Fille erfaBt, wobeialle  gefragt. Aber auch die Burger
Mordtalle aufgeklart werden konn-  konnten selbst mithelfen, ihre ei-
ten. In der Rauschgiftkriminalitatist gene Sicherheit zu erhhen. An
eine Steigerung zu verzeichnen. Hinweisen der Polizel dazu fehit es.
Von den 39 erfaBten Fillen kiane nicht.

Niemand verantwortlich?
Wi, RN “TH Al

a2y ' )

Kein Anziehungspunkat fiir Touristen ist die Umgeburg des sin-
stigen Orangeriecafés. Hier sollte sich bald etwas ruify Positiven
dndern! Foto:Burckhardt

Article on the poor condition of the aquarium from the Gotha Weekly Newspaper, March 10, 1993.
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A Gem is Now a o
Dump L
Yet the Gotha Aquarium Was Germany’s First Subutnty
Gotha (sd). It was not so very long ago that it was hailed as a major attraction of the city **" "7
of Gotha: the Aquarium. A little over sixty years have passed—yet that was enough time :_:,""_,_"
to transform the site into a grounds that today resembles a garbage dump more thana g w»
botanical gem. And yet, the Gotha Aquarium was Germany’s very first open-air aquarium. s S
It was not until much later that similar societies were established in Berlin and Hamburg. #» A&
It was inaugurated as early as 1882 " [T 1 © AP35 stance, is built over every year; :u,. S ™
—on May 8th, to be precise. In the 4 R and —if current trends continue o
1970s, efforts were already under- —it will take a mere 250 years e y—
way to restore the aquarium to its i until all traces of nature in our Casrach. |
former state. However well-intent- neighboring state of Hesse have -
ioned those efforts may have been, vanished beneath concrete. 0 St
they proved entirely futile. Now, the Let us return to the Aquar-
city’s Parks and Green Spaces ium. Its creation is owed, among " " %
Department is considering how this other things, to the now-extinct “"'"'."'"
landmark in the southern part of the * | guild of pipe-borers.These crafts- ** ¥. .
city might be brought back to life. men used the pond to store and S
To this end, they have commiss- soak the logs from which they am oo §
ioned an initial study to assess the then fashioned wooden water ot B
current condition of the site and pipes. More than a century ago, W #17
outline the measures necessary for this very pond had already been  #88 T
its preservation. The very first step = choked with rubble and debris. O O
identified in this study is the devel- e . Through painstaking effort, it was @ »
opment of a comprehensive project £ . & A > . S cleared out—creating that very whor -
plan; for, as is well known, rushing 22 e i same wonderful site about which st
into work haphazardly without a The current sight of the Gotha Aquar-  a visitor wrote in the 1930s: “It bt By o
plan often results in significant ium is, truly, far from pleasing. A offers both the casual sightseer gt =
damage. Funding is, of course, study enumerates the urgent work and the earnest nature lover many g
also a critical factor; however, there -4 woiid be necessary to bring this  "2"© and highly fascinating things  ssssaete |
is a concept—one as cleveras it is urban gem back to life. Photo: sd for both entertainment and inst- . e
practical —that offers a solution: ' j ruction.” The water surface meas- s S
compensatory measures. Any new ured 2.75 acres, and the pond was W S
business or facility being estab- these compensatory funds to finan- fed by a series of modest yet warm
lished —regardless of its nature— cially underwrite a project such springs welling up on the southern 'b
inevitably covers natural ground as the reconstruction of the Gotha  bank.
with concrete. In return, the devel-  Aquarium is a strategy that is as Through a dedicated project,
oper is required to provide environ- praiseworthy. After all, in Germany its original state could be restored h
mental compensation. Using an area the size of Lake Con- —at least in its essential aspects. I
Kresstag beschiof L e i!&,

Article on the poor condition of the aquarium from the Gotha Weekly Newspaper, March 10, 1993, translated using notegpt.

10.

The local wildlife park on the former Danio grounds has been converted into a small zoo, which barely
still reveals that it once was a beautiful park with natural ponds. These have been filled in and re-
placed by installations that no longer resemble the naturalistic Danio-era design. Across Europe, zoos
increasingly follow a standardized design language that unfortunately obscures individual character.
However, precisely at the site of the old aquarium building, there is now a newly constructed facility —
apparently built on its original foundations—with well-maintained aquariums and terrariums.
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Entrance to Gotha’s zoo on the former Danio site today. A new aquarium building has been con-
structed on the site of the former Danio
aquarium house.
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The aquariums and terrariums are attractively designed and modernly equipped.
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Finally, in 2022, city officials together with local heritage enthusiasts and conservationists decided to
convert the site of the aquarium into a protected biotope for wetland animals and plants. The aquar-
ium club, which continues to meet in the restaurant “Aquarium,” welcomes this stewardship by the
city. The members are now elderly and urgently need younger reinforcements. Uwe Heustock is the
current chairman and guards the relics of the founding era like a treasure. Given the ups and downs

in the now 144-year history of the Gotha club, one may expect that a renewal will soon come again—
with new impulses, ideas, and goals, always grounded in the knowledge-based broad field of aquaris-
tics and vivaristics.
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Uwe Heustock is the current chairman of the Gotha aquarium club and preserves the remaining historical artifacts, here
shown with the VDA pennant. o
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enn man die Geschichte
der Aquaristik verfolgt, so
_ wird man fcststcllcn, dass
 entscheidende Impulse fiir neue Ideen,
Methoden oder Experimente oft von
Lehrern ausgingen. Pidagogen wie
RORBMARLER, die es verstanden, die faszi-
nierende Lebewelt unter Wasser leicht
verstandlich und volkstiimlich darzu-
stellen, trugen wesentlich dazu bei, dass
Vivaristik bereits Anfang dieses Jahr-
hunderts zu einem Volkshobby wurde,
das sich selbst Arbeitslose leisten konn-
ten, denn es lief sich in der eigenen

Wohnung betreiben und warf durch

den Verkauf von Nachzuchten sogar ci-
nen Kleinen Gewinn ab. Das ist tibri-
gens, abgesehen von meerwassergefiill-
ten oder mit farbig beklecksten Karpfen
besetzten Reprisentationsbassins, bis
heute so geblicben. Und auch die Leh-
rer wirken immer noch volksbildnerisch
durch ihre populirwissenschaftlichen
Beitrdge: Viele unserer Autoren sind
Pidagogen, etwa STALLKNECHT, SEE-
GERS, SCHOPEEL, OTT ..

Die nordlich des Thuringer Waldes
gelegene Stadt Gotha hatte bereits im

' vcrwaltung

19. Jahrhundert — gefordert durch pro-
gressive Fiirsten im Schloss Friedenstein
sowie durch eine fortschrittliche Stadt-

- den Ruf, ,,Schulstadt® zu
sein. So waren es auch die Gothaer
Lehrer Direktor Jakob SCHAFFER und

Studienrat Fritz MATTHES, die aus den

zwanglosen, durch die gleichen Interes-

sen immer wieder zufillig entstandenen
Treffen beim Tumpeln in einem

Feuchtgebiet in der Nahe der Konigs-
quelle regelmifige, organisierte Bil-
dungsveranstaltungen machen wollten.
So entstand 1882 der erste vivaristische

Verein der Welt unter dem Namen

»Aquarium®. Noch waren die Importe
bunt schillernder Fische aus wirmeren

Gefilden nicht abzusehen, noch ermog-
lichten die damaligen technischen Vor-
aussetzungen keine gut durchliifteten
~ oder gar gefilterten Warmwasseraquari-

en. Da lag doch die Idee nicht fern, Fi-

sche und Wasscrpﬂanzen in Tcxchen zu

kultivieren.

In besagtem Feuchtgebiet hatten
Moénche im fritheren Dorf Mittelhausen
Teiche nahe der ehemaligen Ménchs-

mithle angelegt. Das bot sich offenbar -

56

an, denn hier entspringen aufler der Ko-
nigsquelle, die sich zu einem Bach er-

~ gieBt, einige Kleine Quellen. Stidlich des

Fliisschens Ratsrinne befand sich unter
anderen der von einer relativ warmen (3
bis 5°C) Quelle gespeiste Rohrenteich,
so benannt, weil in ihm von Rohren-
bohrern Lirchenstimme gewissert
wurden, bevor man sie in der Stadt als
Wasserleitungen verlegte. Hier war also

-auch im Winter ein frostfreies Milieu fiir
Fische und Pflanzen gegeben. Damit

fremdlindische Pflanzen und Fische in
Freilandkulturen gepflegt und geziich-
tet werden koénnen, braucht man eben
solche Voraussetzungen. Aufierdem ecig-
nete sich das iiberaus weiche Gothaer
Wasser (gothaha = griechisches Wort fiir
gutes Wasser, resultierend aus einem
seinerzeit sensationellen Kanalbau im

 Jahr 1369) So richteten die Lehrer ge-

meinsam mit viclen Vereinsmitgliedern
und Schiilern, finanziell unterstiitzt
durch den Justus PERTHES, eine Teich-

_ anlage ein, die einem kleinen Park glich.

1895 bis 1897 folgten den bekannten
Landkartenverleger (Herrmann Haak)
weitere Teiche, die den bej

Article in the April/May issue of Aquaristik-Fachmagazin (2001), first page. T
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If one traces the history of aquar-
istics, one discovers that crucial impul-
ses for new ideas, methods, or experi-
ments often originated with teachers.
Educators like Rossméssler—who
possessed the gift of presenting the
fascinating underwater world in a way
that was both easily understandable
and accessible to the general public—
played a pivotal role in ensuring that
vivaristics became a popular hobby as
early as the beginning of the last cent-
ury. It was a pastime that even the un-
employed could afford, for it could be
pursued within one’s own home and,
through the sale of captive-bred spec-
imens, even yielded a small profit. Inc-
identally—aside from saltwater tanks
or elaborate display basins stocked
with artificially dyed carp—this rem-
ains true to this day. And teachers con-
tinue to serve an educational role
through their contributions to popular
science literature: many of our authors
are educators—such as Stallknecht,
Seegers, Schoppel, and Ott.

Situated north of the Thuringian
Forest, the city of Gotha had already
earned a reputation as a "city of
schools" in the 19th century a distinct-

ion fostered by progressive princes res-
iding at Friedenstein Castle as well as
by a forward-thinking municipal admin-
istration. It was, in fact, two teachers
from Gotha—Director Jakob Schéffer
and Senior Teacher Fritz Matthes—who
sought to transform their informal gath-
erings into regular, organized education-
al events; these meetings had arisen
quite by chance, time and again, out of
a shared interest in collecting aquatic
specimens in a wetland near the Konig-
squelle spring. Thus, in 1882, the
world's first vivaristic society was
founded under the name "Aquarium."
At that time, the importation of brightly
shimmering fish from warmer climates
was not yet on the horizon, nor did the
technical capabilities of the era allow
for well-aerated—Iet alone filtered—
heated aquariums. Consequently, the
idea of cultivating fish and aquatic
plants in ponds was a perfectly natural
one.

In the aforementioned wetland,
monks in the former village of Mittel-
hausen had established ponds near the
site of the old monks’ mill. This location
was evidently well-suited for the purp-
ose, as—in addition to the *Konigs-

quelle* (King's Spring), which flows
into a stream—several smaller springs
originate here. South of the small river
Rastrinne lay, among others, the *Rohr-
enteich* (Pipe Pond), fed by a relatively
warm spring (3 to 5°C); it was so named
because larch logs intended for use as
water pipes were soaked there by pipe-
borers before being laid as water mains
within the city. Thus, a frost-free envir-
onment for fish and plants was ensured
here, even during the winter months. To
cultivate and breed exotic plants and
fish in outdoor settings, precisely such
conditions are required. Furthermore,
the exceptionally soft water of Gotha—
(from *gothaha*, the Greek word for
"good water," a name derived from a
canal construction project undertaken

in 1369 that was considered sensational
at the time)—proved ideally suited for
this purpose. Consequently, the teachers
—working in collaboration with num-
erous club members and students, and
with financial support from Justus
Perthes—established a pond complex
that resembled a small park. Between

Article in the April/May issue of Aquaristik-Fachmagazin (2001), first page translated using notegpt.io.
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gen zu Ehrcn ‘ €
,,Matthestcx genannt

als Vereln od e weleweir rste Aqua
nenfrclzmlagc cntstznden .

der neuen Anlage NlCh ur dl€
anlage lud zum Spazie chern
sondern auch die im klar T hwasser
gut zu beobachtenden Goldfische, Bit-
terlinge und Rotfedern lieRen insbeson-

dere Kinderherzen hoher schlagen. ch:,

Gothaer Schulen hielten fortan manche
Unterrichtsstunde im Aquanum ab
Aber auch als besonderer Schulgarte

fungierte es. Dabei sind insbesondere
die Sumpf- und Wasserpflanzenkulturen .

im milden Milieu des Réhrenteiches
wihnenswert, denn 474 Pflanzenarten

gediehen im Gothaer Aquarium. Wel-

che Wasserpflanzengirtneri kann heute
einen solchen Artenre:chtum vorwei-

sen? Diese Kulturen waren Vorrcxtcr fiir

die Akldnmansxerung und spater auch

c *Kncgsschadcn waren
,  gelegter Miill und die naturgc
~ Verschlammung das andere. 60
 bemiihte sich Karl FUCHS um den Wie- ‘;
 deraufbau mit Hilfe chrenamtlicher .

fer aus dem chder aktiven‘ Goth

gleichen Enthusiasten bereits 1951

1954 gelungcn, das ehemalige ,,Dai

Gelinde* zum Helmatncrgarten

zufunktionieren, der fortan von der
Stadt betricben wurde. In grofiem Ar-
 beitsaufivand entstand die alte Aquari-
}cnanlage wieder so, wie sie Ende des -

musstc Doch dle Zc1

die Aquarienhaltung. Sie wurde ab  wie

1890, scit ciner Ausstellung der Gotha-
er Wasscrpﬂanzcnkuluucn im Grand-
Hotel zu Berlin, zum Vorbild fiir alle
spiter folgenden Ziichtereien. Doch
auch mit der ersten Fischborse Europas
im Jahre 1883, bei der Nachzuchten  tele
~ ne Klausel im Thiiringer Naturschutz- s
 gesetz, dass fiir dic Versxcgclung
~ von Boden beim Errichten ei-

cinheimischer Artcn feilgeboten und

getauscht wurden, schrieb das , -G thacr‘

Aquarium® Geschichte.

Doch auch in der Veremsmeaerel wa-

ren die Gothaer Aquarianer fiir die fol-
genden Generationen beispielgebend.
Nach Querelen l6ste sich das »Aquari-

um* bereits 1922 auf. Die Teichanlage

verfallcn Angler- u

verband nisteten

doch die alte Sch
nem altgcwachsencn Park ennmckclten

- Gothaer Aquariums war dahin.

Erst Mitte der 90er Iahrc bcwxrktc Cl-

nes neuen Industric- und Ge-

- werbezentrums im Sidden Go-

thas — unweit des besagten :

ten Fcuchtgcbxetes ~ Griin-

flachen rekultlvzert wcrden ,

wurde von der Stadt den Schulcn Zuge- m
schrieben, die damit fortan einen edlen

Schulgarten nutzen konnten. Inzwi-
schen grundeten 51ch weitere neue viva-
ristische Vereine in der Stadt unter den

Namen ,Nymphaea“ und ,Danio%.

Beide richteten wiederum Teichanlagen

ein, die sogenannten ,,Sieben Teiche*
(heute nicht mehr existierend) und das

»Danio-Gelinde* (hier befindet sich

der heutige Tiergarten Gothas). So be-
kannten Ziichtern wie Karl FUCHS und

Kurt Koce gelangen dort manche Erst-
zuchten neu eingefiihrter Arten, insbe-

“ Eine'&efﬂiéh, ddch gleich-
_zeitig mit Untcrhaltungswcrt -

Gelindes verhmdern Dastun

?tes in regdma&gcr Arbmt DiE *’ o

k‘icrwcﬂe geschiitzren Parkes, [

des alten Gothcr Aquanums ,

formulierte Parkordnung soll
ein erneutes Verwiisten des

tibrigens auch die Mltarbeltch ‘
des stadtischen Gartenbauam .

' tcxche wurden entschlammt und lhre

‘fcr befcsngt die Komgsquellc neu

: ﬁm&gcn den Beo achnmgs und For-
scherdrang von mehr als drei Millionen
Menschen allein in Deutschland. Da

braucht man nicht mehr die Goldorfen
in einem Frcﬂandaquarxum um das

Herz hoher schIagen zu lassen Daﬁm
19. Jahrhunderts ausgeschen haben L 1 ein V
h ;

Article in the April/May issue of Aquaristik-Fachmagazin (2001), second page.
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honor of the two educators, these were
named the "Schéfferteich" and the
"Matthesteich." Around the turn of the
century, yet another pond was added to
the complex. The club's statutes—
which remain exemplary to this day—
facilitated practical nature studies
while simultaneously offering educa-
tional recreation during leisure time.
Thus, the "Gothaer Aquarium" came
into existence—both as an association
and as the world's very first outdoor
aquarium facility.

Interest in the new facility grew
steadily. It was not only the park
grounds that invited visitors to take a
stroll; the goldfish, bitterlings, and rudd
—ecasily observed in the clear pond
water—also delighted visitors, and
children in particular. From then on,
schools in Gotha frequently held class-
es at the aquarium. It also served a un-
ique function as a specialized school
garden. In this regard, the cultures of
marsh and aquatic plants thriving in the
mild environment of the reed-lined
pond are especially noteworthy, for 474
plant species flourished within the
Gotha Aquarium. What aquatic plant
grower today can boast such a wealth
of species? These plant cultures pion-
eered the fields of acclimatization and,
subsequently, aquarium cultivation.
Following an exhibition of the Gotha
aquatic plant cultures at the Grand Ho-
tel in Berlin in 1890, the facility bec-
ame the model for all subsequent bree-
ding establishments. Yet the "Gotha
Aquarium" also made history in 1883
by hosting Europe’s very first fish ex-
change, where captive-bred specimens
of native species were offered for sale
and trade.

Yet, even in the realm of club organ-
ization, the aquarists of Gotha served
as a model for subsequent generations.
Following internal disputes, the "Aqua-
rium" club dissolved as early as 1922.
The pond facility was subsequently all-
ocated by the city to local schools,
which were thus able to utilize a mag-
nificent school garden from that point
onward. In the meantime, other new
vivaristic societies were founded in the
city under the names "Nymphaea" and
"Danio." Both, in turn, established
their own pond facilities: the so-called
"Seven Ponds" (which no longer exist
today) and the "Danio Grounds” (the
site of Gotha’s current zoo). There, re-

nowned breeders such as Karl Fuchs
and Kurt Koch succeeded in achieving
the first captive breedings of various
newly introduced species—particularly,
of course, those that prefer soft water.
Spectacular exhibitions featuring these
rare species created quite a sensation.

All of the outdoor aquariums were
destroyed during the final weeks of the
Second World War. It was not until after
1950 that the schools of Gotha relin-
quished stewardship of the traditional
aquarium site back to the city.At that
time, it was in a deplorable condition:
war damage was one issue, while illeg-
ally dumped refuse and thenatural accu-
mulation of silt were another. It was not
until 1960 that Karl Fuchs spearheaded
reconstruction efforts, aided by volun-
teers from the newly reactivated Gotha
Aquarists' Association. After all, these
same enthusiasts had already succeeded
between 1951 and 1954 in transforming
the former "Danio grounds" into a local
animal park—a facility that was subse-
quently operated by the city. Through
immense labor, the old aquarium com-
plex was restored to look exactly as it
must have appeared in the late 19th cen-
tury. However, times had changed. Shift-
ing priorities and a lack of funding
caused the site—which had only just
been restored—to fall into disrepair
once again. Associations of anglers and
poultry breeders temporarily took up
residence there, but the former beauty
of the Gotha Aquarium—which had
long since evolved into a mature,
established park—was lost. It was
not until the mid-1990s that a spe-
cific clause in the Thuringian Nat-
ure Conservation Act mandated
that, to offset the soil sealing
caused by the construction of a
new industrial and commercial
center in southern Gotha—not far
from the aforementioned historic
wetland site—new green spaces
had to be reclaimed and restored.
Through this turn of events, mun-
icipal funds became available,
which led to the restoration of the
park—now a protected site—the
old Gotha Aquarium.

A park ordinance—formulated
with both precision and entertain-
ment value—aims to prevent the
grounds from being vandalized
once again. Incidentally, the staff

also contribute to this effort through
their regular maintenance work. The
ponds have been desilted and their
banks reinforced, while the *Konigs-
quelle* spring has been newly enclosed.
The wooden bridges, pergola, pavilion,
and newly paved paths all reflect the
style of the 1880s. The newly planted
trees and shrubs are also harmoniously
integrated into this aesthetic. A new
entrance area invites all passersby to
visit the aquarium. Didactically well-
structured information panels on native
animals and plants serve to impart
knowledge to visitors, while a restaurant
caters to their physical well-being,.

Admittedly, the ideals of the two edu-
cators have, in some respects, been
gnawed away by the passage of time.
The attractive home aquariums—made
possible by modern technology—now
satisfy the urge to observe and explore
in more than three million people in
Germany alone. Consequently, one no
longer needs to seek out golden orfe in
an outdoor aquarium to feel a thrill of
excitement. Instead, native wildlife has
taken up residence in the Gotha Aquar-
ium. There, one can once again observe
countless water frogs and numerous
aquatic insects. Perhaps the gardeners
will soon replant the very species that
graced the ponds of the Gotha Aquarium
back in 1882—such as water lilies,
marsh irises, and other varieties that, for
the first time in an outdoor setting, suc-
cessfully withstood the Central Euro-
pean winter without sustaining any
damage.

of the municipal parks department
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1, Verlassen Sie die W
PHlanzenwelt ungestort e
2. Das Mitfiihren von Hunden in der

und mit Erklérung zur Antage macht den Besuch fiir Kinder
erlebnisreicher. -
5. PHanzenentnahmen
6, Zugefrorene Bereiche
betreten werden.
7. Enten und andere Tie
“r das Gewasser schadlich.
" hoffen auf Thre Einsicht und Ihr Verstandnis.
Viiiiingszeiten der Anlage: Montag bis Sonntag ab 10.00 Uhr
¥/ Andere Vereinbarungen sind mit dem Gartenamt der
4 Stadt Gotha zu treffen.
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Stadtverwaltung 64tha
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The photo translates:

Visitor Regulations

Dear Visitors to the Aquarium, This facility is here for the enjoyment of all citizens. We require your personal support to en-
sure that this wetland habitat can develop in harmony with both its natural and newly created conditions.

This habitat serves as a home for amphibians, birds, small mammals, insects, and various plant communities. To help protect
this facility, we kindly ask that you observe the following guidelines:

1. Please remain on the designated paths so that the local flora and fauna may develop undisturbed.
2. Bringing dogs into the facility is not permitted.

3. Bicycles must be parked in the racks provided in the entrance area.

4. Please keep a watchful eye on your children. A guided tour—accompanied by explanations of the facility —will make the
visit a more enriching experience for children.

5. The removal of plants is strictly prohibited.

6. During the winter months, walking on frozen areas of the ponds is strictly forbidden.

7. Feeding ducks or other animals is discouraged and is harmful to the water ecosystem.

We appreciate your cooperation and understanding.

Facility Opening Hours: Monday through Sunday, starting at 10:00 AM. Any alternative arrangements must be made through
the City of Gotha Parks Department.
City Administration of Gotha
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The street on which the aquarium is located is named “Am From it branches off the street “An den sieben Teichen,”
Aquarium.” recalling the former outdoor facility.

GOTIA

Plaque at the entrance of the aquarium outlining its history. Memorial stone in the aquarium as it appears today.
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The aquarium entrance today.
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