Hamster
Mutations

by Alfred George Eldridge

A complete
description

of recognized
varieties:

Dark Golden

Light Golden

Normal Golden
Ruby-eved Fawn
Black-eyed Cream
Dark-eyed Albino

Golden Piebald

Cream Piebald
Ruby-eved Fawn Piebald
Ruby-eyed Cream Piebald

SOme few years have passed since

the hamsters was introduced into
the pet vocabulary, and during that
time it has undergone some drastic
changes. It is safe to say that no
other pet has increased in popularity
in so short a time, and it is this
that has led to the magnificient

albino,

to bottom,

Three varieties: from top
panda, cream.
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colors now available. Improvements
have come from work in England
and America, and indeed some of
turned up literally “out of the blue.”

The first color known was a some-
what grayish shade, for when a

mother and her 12 kittens were taken

into captivity in Syria, they were
taken to a laboratory for research

“work. There the color was deter-

mined as Golden, but nothing com-
pared with those available today.
When the research people estab-
lished this new rodent, some were
made available as pets, and it is from
these original 13 hamsters, that the
present millions of pets have des-
cended.

Here in England there are many
attractive colors, and the original
color of Golden has been segregated
into three sections. In fact already
there are 11 recognized shades or
colors, with many others awaiting
the standardization. One of the reg-
ulations governing the registration
of new colors is that when the new
variety is placed side by side with
the existing types no possibility of
confusion can arise. It must be cap-
able of true breeding.

At a recent meeting of hamster
specialists there was a galaxy of new
varieties on show including — White-
bellied Goldens, Black-eyed Whites,
Piebalds in great variety, Silver
Blues, Cinnamons (the name by
which the Amber Golden of America
will surely be called here in Eng-

land), Golden Banded, Cre am
Banded, Broken Banded, Double
Banded, Unbroken Banded, and

many others. One of the specialists
at this meeting said that the popular
variety for 1960 would undoubtedly
be the Cinnamon.

A brief description of the varieties

recognized by the English National

Hamster Council will be an advan-

tage to all breeders of this fascinat-

ing rodent.

Dark Golden — top color rich, dark
mahogany red, heavily ticked with

black, color ecarried right down
into the fur, with uniform under
color of slate gray. Belly fur as
near white as possible. Eyes and
ears color shall be black.

Light Golden — top color fawny-
gold, free from shadings and black
hairs, under color pale gray. Belly
fur as white as possible. Eye color
black, ear color very dark gray,
approaching black.

Normal Golden — top rich color of
deep golden-brown, free from
shadings, under color blue-gray,
belly fur white as possible. Eye
color should be black, ear color
very dark gray, nearly black.

Ruby-eyed Fawn — top color clean
bright fawn, free from shading
and black hairs, under color uni-
form pale-gray. Belly fur as white
as possible. Eye color, ruby, ear
color pale gray.

Black-eyed Cream — the entire coat
shall be a rich deep cream right
down to the roots, with a warm
pink tinge similar to a ripe peach.
No other shading or marking is
permissable. Eye color black, ear
color very dark gray, nearly black.

Ruby-eyed Cream — the entire coat
should be pale pastel cream right
down to roots. Lighter and less
vellowish in color than the black-
eyed cream. Free from shadings/
markings. Eye-ruby, ears flesh-
colored.

Dark-eyed Albino — entire coat pure
white to the roots, with no shading
or markings. Dirty/stained fur

(Continued on next page.)
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heavily penalized. Eye color, bright ings to be clean and sharply de-

clear pink, with ear color dark fined as the Ruby-eyed fawn
gray, nearly black. evenly broken and equally distri-,

Golden Piebald — appearance of a buted. White areas to be white
white animal with brown markings. : (Continued on page 68.)
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right down. Eye color usually j?) e
ruby, but pink eye or eyes per- .(*

missable. Ear color light gray. ,@’ — @
Ruby-eyed Cream Piebald — coat —J'II To
to be a mixture of pale cream D ‘ EUS
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shade of Ruby-eyed cream. Mark-

ings evenly broken, sharply de- : o ol e thunks 'I'O SerVice
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eyes allowed. Ear color, flesh
colored. Next to Pets . . . service is our most impoytan’c product. quly Clgve;
land Pet Supply is known as the pet field’s “House That Service Built.

[t’s the service that makes the difference . . . and we intend to keep

Note — If pigment is absent in the

region of eyes and ears in the building, by serving dealers carefully and constantly . . . as well as
Piebald hamsters, one or both eyes sffering only the finest values in pet supplies. :
may have a ruby tint due to blood 3 : s
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il i 7 . you're in io or estern Pennsylva-
st'ers Albm_o’ E]?.cl{ eyed Whlte’ nia, test our claims . .. you’ll be pleas-
Cmnamon., White Band, and Piebald. antly surprised at the service yow’ll get!
Details will be given in a later ar- SUPPLIES FOR ALL PETS
ticle.
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Ground Doves Ke y c eve un et Supp y OHIO AND
. et - WESTERN PENNA.
Ground doves, tiniest of our pigeons, are 2941 Fulton Cleveland, Ohio
said to mate for life. 5 i

NOW FEATURING

GREATER HILL MYNAHS

ALSO

ALL SOUTH AMERICAN . .. BIRDS . . . ANIMALS . ..
MONKEYS . . . REPTILES . . . TROPICAL FISH

Now the Pet Farm offers you a selection of choice, healthy tropical
fish, in addition to all livestock. Make The Pet Farm your one-stop
source for all yvour needs. Write for our price lis* of tropicals, just
received in stock.

All From Our Own Compounds! \
Norman Krolick, owner of the Pet Farm, has just returned from a
trip to South America, where new compounds were set up in Colum-
bia and Peru. The pictures at left were taken on this trip. This is one
more reason why The Pet Farm supplies you with better pets . . .
ight from the 'source to your shop fine specimens are chosen, and
treated carefully. It takes more time, but pays off in tamer, healthier
pets that are easier for you to sell.
¢ WHOLESALE ONLY e

Dezlers write on your statiomery for free nurice lists.

The Pet Ferm -

Mail Address: 2285 S.W. 27 St., P.O. Box 182, Miami 33, Fla.
Farm — Miller Dr. (S.W. 56th & 100th Ave.) Miami, Fla.
: Ph: HI 3-3834

We can supply zoos and exhibits too — tell us what
you need.
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